Flea In Her Ear
A Lot of Fun...

By CHRIS MORASH

A COUPLE OF NIGHTS AGO1
sat in on the final dress rehearsal
of Dal Theatre's production of
George Fevdeau's tour de farce, A4
Flea in Her Ear. Did I have fun!
The which runs at the
Dunn Theatre until Sunday, does
everything a farce should - 1t
romps, it rollicks, and it's
Built on a superbly

show,

uproarious
crafted card
improbabilities, of mistaken
identity, of misunderstanding,
and of amourous misadventure,
the script is perhaps the archetype
of the farce genre, and directon
Alan Lund gives it a reading that
is at once faithful and fresh.

Lund is probably [amiliar o
most as the guiding light behind
the Charlottetown Festival, and
in directing this production he
brings his ample abilities as
choreographer into play. The
essence of farce 1s an irrationality
that finds its form in wordplay
that makes full use of the
ambiguities of language, and in
frenzied physicality that depends
on split second timing, In this
latter aspect Lund gives the
production its stylized vividness
by setting the many climactic
chases and the partcularly
important entrances 1o music.
Characters darting in and out of
the many
dancers in a celebration of the
absurd. However, he
sacrifice Feydeau's richly funny
language to a physical concept of
the play, so there are just as many
verbal laughs as there are visual
delights.

I'he state on which this
energetic performance takes place
is a silvered art deco creation ol
scenographer Peter Perina. This
is roofed by a huge [an-shaped
mirror that reflects the
movements of the performers
below, both in the drawing room
of Victor Emanuel Chandebise,
and in the disreputable Hotel
Coq D'Or. It is a design that
captures the highly polished
surface and ornate stylization of
the play itself. At the same time it
provides an acting space that
throws a maximum amount of
focus on the actors and on
costume designer Martha
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| Sheri Pederson and Kathryn Roe look on in amazement as Sheldon Davis as Poche attempts to leave his mark on Paul D

| Smith's cheek in a scene from A Flea In Her Ear. Photo: John Davie

| Snetsinger’s detailed outfits.

On the whole, the acting is
| consistently strong. The
| characters are given the sort of
| caricature-like solidness that the
| play calls for, ranging from the
| relative realism of Stephen

| Tobias’ Etienne Plucheux, to the

cartoon-like Baptistin of Paul
Williams. Particularly notable is
Sheldon Davis, who plays the

roles of both Victor Emanuel
Chandebise, the insurance
director, and Poche, the hall
porter, with energy and

imagination. Also impressive is

Doug Carrigan, who makes the
most of the virtuoso role
Camille Chandebise, the young
nephew with the cleft palate.
John Jay, looking rather like
Sigmund Freud in his frock coat
and goatee, does some interesting
work in the role of Dr. Finache,
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and Sheri Pedersen turns in avery
strong performance as Raymonde
i Chandebise. Also strong are
‘ Kathryn Roe as the woman with
| the remarkable name of Lucienne
Horuenides de Hestangua, Scott
Owen as Augustin Ferallon, and
Paul D. Smith.
" In fact, everything about this
production has the solid
| vividness of clarity of definition
that good farce needs to succeed.
It zips along at a steadily building
pace, seldom lagging, so that the
audience is carried along into the
same frenetic state of mind as the
characters themselves, living on
the sensations of the moment. If
yvou enjoy farce you won't want to
miss this production served up by
two masters, Feydeau and Alan
Lund.
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