October 11, 1991

Knowledge for What? s

Last Thursday Campus Ministry
sponsored a lecture entitled
“Knowledge for What?: The
Spiritual Dimension of our
Education.” It was presented by
Stephen Dempster, professor of
Religious Studies at Atlantic
Baptist college (Moncton).

Not many link education and
spirituality. Just as Tertullian
posed his famous (rhetorical)
statement, “What has Jerusalem
to do with Athens?” (ie. religion
with the university), so t00 many
assume the two are mutually
exclusive. But are they?

One of the objectives of higher
education is * engage in the
critical st This means
developing the ability to step
back and analyze what one reads

-and hears. The new Wemen's
Stndies Program ot UNB, no
less, is doing just that. Such
endeavors, properly doae,
contribute to the growing body
of knowledge.

We have long assumed the
pursuit of knowledge to be
largely objective, even neutral.
But Robert Lynd, on the eve of
WWIL, questioned this whole
notion of academic neutrality. In
an article entitled “Knowledge
for What”, Lynd criticized the
pursuit of knowledge apart from
a moral vision.

Edward Teller, father of the
atom bomb, stated that “we
would be unfaithful to the
tradition of Western Civilization
if we should shy away from what
man can accomplish.” But what
moral vision lies behind modern
human accomplishments?

No doubt we have produced
many, many beneficial things.
But our inventions and pursuits
also have a (very) dark side.
Western technology was (inge-
niously) used to create places of
mass death and destruction.
Aushcwitz, Hiroshima, the Gulf
War and Chernobyl come to
mind.

Dempster stated, and he is by
no means alone, that the basic
objective of modern society is
the pursuit of knowledge for

power and control. And, the
economy and the university have
been directly tied to this pursuit.
Courses and research projects are
increasingly influenced by
government and corporated
interest, something one can
easily glean form our own UNB

Is this so bad? Not necessar-
ily. But it does raise serious
questions about the role and
purpose of higher education.
Have we (unwittingly) created a
modern multi-versity, complete
with its ample industrial-military
research grants and contracts,
which provides clients (students)
with a professional passport to
“the good life™? Is the moral
vision we have adopted for
humanity (and the university) -
one of power, where varying
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. excepted. That may explain in

part the lack of interest in
Religious Studies. It may also
account for the willingness to
ignore rather than explore our
spiritual nature, heritage and
vision and their relationship to
the meaning and purpose of
education. But if that is an
increasing tendency, then
students are getting a raw deal.

Although examples of hostility
to scholarship abound, the
Christian tradition has always
had a strong belief in its impor-
tance. Why? Because the world
is the theatre of divine glory and
to pursue knowledge is to pursue
God's thoughts. The goal of
education was for love and
service (in all areas of life,
including science and engineer-
ing), not autonomy.

The biblical book of Genesis,
interestingly enough, spells that
out clearly. Humans (ie. both

and women) were made in
the divine image and given the
task of developing the world.
Pursuit of knowledge is a

necessary part of that task. Thus,

a Women'’s Studies Program, for

example, is essential in order that

women (and men) may come to
know where and how they can
attain an equal partnership in
developing and opening up the
world, something they have in
large part been denied.

There were, however, restric-
tions placed on the pursuit of
knowledge. The “tree of the
knowledge of good and evil”, a
symbol of autonomy, is off

limits. Why? Because it leads to
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beginning of all knowledge.”
Behind this statement lies an
awareness that the search for
knowledge can go astray. Not
everything humans invent, do or
use is in their best intevests.
Witness our military weapons
arsenal, the exploitation and
abuse of women and children,
and the destruction of the
environment

even more vividly the meaning
and purpose of education. They
place before all humanity the
intelligence of god fleshed out in
the figure of Jesus. In Him
consist the treasures of wisdom,
and He embodied the purpose of
knowledge: love and service.
The manger, the miracles, the
cross - all demonstrate the
placing of the divine mind at the
service of love: not power, not
wealth, not control, not domi-
nance, not elitism.

Is this wisdom foolishness?
Does it explain the rather low
attendance at the lecture?
Conspicuously absent were those
whose business it is to direct the
path of and create a vision for
university education.

of academics. Again, we’re not
talking about the over inflated
craziness they have in the States.
Those kids were minor celebri-
ties in high school and are super-
stars at places like Notre Dame,
Miami, Penn State, etc. I say, if
UNB (all of us) can take an
interest in sports where we can
get involved as participants or go
and watch because we know the
individual(s) from class or the
dorm or whatever, let’s make it
happen! Last year we had some
pretty darned good teams in
several varsity sports. But if
sports aren’t supported at the
intramural level, they won’'t be at
the next level. As farasI'm
concerned it’s a hell of a lot
more fun to attend a sporting
event (or participate) when you
know the folks around you.
Discouragement of intramural

Spectrum
Your forum for
provocative and
insightful ideas and

There is a synergy for activities
of all sorts. Take the recent
“Harvest Jazz and Blues Festi-
val”. I hope it was a success!
This is supposed to be a city
where the population is “some-
what enlightened”. We need to
have arts, lectures, sporting
events, movie festivals, et cetera
complement the academic
lifestyle we must lead as stu-
dents, faculty, and staff.

It's too bad the intramural
department can't see fit to make
an effort to let some young
people let off some steam. I like
a good beer just like anyone else.
But it’s pretty sad when UNB’s
major activity for students is
getting toasted three of four
times a week.
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of his work is to send himself a
copy through registered mail.
The receipt he will receive from
Canada Post is proof of the
existence of copyright on that
date.
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* Next to Rosary Hall

Come in and see our large selection of Maritime
Crafts and Gifis from around the world.

* Large selection of Jewellery from around the world
* Tom Smith Pottery » Flo Greig Pottery
* True Oak Pottery » Hidden House Pottery
» Christmas Decorations » Seagull Pewter
* Canadian & Imported Jewellery + Sheepskin Slippers, Hats, Mits
* UNICEF Christmas Cards * Brass & Leather Bracelets

STUDENT SPECIAL
SOFT CONTACT ENS‘S

This column is intended to be
used as a guide only. It is not
meant to be a replacement for
professional legal advice. If
you require further legal
information or legal counsel-
ling, please contact a lawyer.

DAVID G. HARDING
CONTACT LENS SPECIALIST
SUITE 504, 1015 REGENT STREET
FREDERICTON MEDICAL CLINIC
458-0270

* PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE!
STORE HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 9am.-6pm. Thurs.- Fi.9am.-9pm. Sm.9am - Spm.

\_ 455-1318




