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WhiIe readlng the Iast issue of the Gatemwy 1was
surprised tô read a reply ta Isserlis'guest column
f rom October 12. Imagine my surprise,ý Eiza Stanton
praised and supported Itl,To be iiaiest,. 1 er4a>,ed

r . Isserlis 'column as beiÏng a fair piece af satire.
.At the time of Isserlis' publication the GatewaMy

was rinting other pieces of satire such as "Jean the

"jGos" and Isseris' column seemed sa udicrously
partisan that I thought he was satirizing the "Anti-
Artsie" view. Perhaps the East Asian flavaur af the
"Jean" ad allowed me ta erroneously associate

Isserlis' column with the Khmer Rouge regime. After.
ail, Pal Pot massacred ail the intetiectuals becauisehie

GrenadiansAighting to, defend their
gains

Public opinion seemns ta be going against the mosî
recent U.S. military adventure, the invasion of Grenada.ý
And rightly so.

Sinoe the socialist New Jewel Movement took power
in a bîoodiess revolution 4h years aga, the Pentagan had
been looking for a way ta turn back the clock and imposea
pro-American government on the island. The Grenadian
people, however, numbering, about 100,000,
enthusiastically supported the New jewel Movement and
its leader, Maurice Bishop.

The new gavernment, headed by Bshap, embarked
,en a program of reconstruction, building an economny taW%6et the people's needs rather than obey US. economic

and strategic imperatives. The program focused on a
number of critical areas:
0 Education. Before the revolution, education received'

no attention: elemnentary school teachers were untrained
(mast taught only because they were unemplayableý
elsewhere); ail high schools were aperated by the church,
and were inaccessible ta non-church members; the
Universîty of the West indies, the only post-secandary
school, was the preserve of dictator Eric Gairy's family,
friends and associates. The New jewel Movement im-
mediately began upgrading the skills of schoolteachers.
Plans for public high schools were cut short by the.
invasion.
0 Health. Medîcal care had been almost totaîly un-

available ta the poar under Gairy. The new government
initiated f ree medical and dental care. Rural health care
was started as wgll, provided by locals trained in basic

à» ical and diagnostic skills.
ný'Agriculture. Grenada was, and still is, a faod importer.
ew young people were involved in farming because i t was

sa backward tey coldn't malce a decent living. The
Bishop gavernment organized new co-operative farmsý,
with mixed success. The National Womnen s Organization
promoted backyard gardons; in Grenada's tropical climate
these cou Id make a major dent in the food problem. Small
canneries were also established.
0 Govennent. A draft state budget was presented

directly ta the people by government officiais for their
opinions, camments antd amendrnents There were
meetings with entire com m-unities as well as the national
women's and youth arganizations, the Chamber of
Commerce, trade unions, housewvives, and the un-
emnployed. Tax and price levets, economic development
and social services were thus discussed lay the entire

c rulatin. The bureaucrats then wént back ovr the

n tget ta synthesize the demands of ail those who had
cammented on it. Obvlously this entaled a high level of
democracy. One Canadian development worker aso
nated that people on the street could easily discusithe

state budget, and that many of the bureaucrats trained
under the dictator Gairy> came ta respect the people and
support the révolution.

Il is worth naîing that the government had planned ta
draft a new constitution in the same way.

Correction
A story in last Tuesday's Gateway about the SU's

new typing service contained a number of inac-
curacies. The $5000 manthly budget which was
mentioned is in fact the maximum amaunt of mantey
that can be spent aver fo ur manths. The typin g
service will Jase, not make, $1787 and this wiIt be
over four months. Similarly, the projected revenue
for the typing pool of $1200 is over a four month
rl9riod.

!t was ta smash ail this that the U.S, marines invaded
Grenadaà. The invasion is the culmhination of four years of
propaganda in the U.S. aimed at geierating hysteria. about
the G'renadian "threat". The scare campalgu- reached its
absurd helght when Reagan clainied arn national teleislon
that the lsland's new 10,00 foot tuflway - crucial toaa
developing taurist industry - was intended for use by Soviet
mllitary aircraft. Many other Isand sIn the areahave simfilar
facilities ta accommodate large passenger jets.

The U.S. invaded on the pretext of danger 'to ts
citizens livinl Grenada after the military takeovçr a few
weeks aga. The milltary had killedBRishop and some close
associates, and formed a new governlag couhicil. But at no
time were the Americans on the island thieateriud.

We wlll never knaw'how the new governmerit would
have performed. One thing is clear, though: the U.S. has a
much better chance of crushing Grenada wth Bishop dead
and the people dazed and frightened. Wis the coup just a
lucky break for the Pentagon, glvine ik a pretext- for the
invasion? Or were Washingtan's infitrator> invalvedfrom
the irslde in political destabilization? One wonders. The
Pentagon usually makes ts own oISportunities; It doesn't.
wait for them ta fait into its lap.

In any case, the Grenadian goyerrimerit knew the
country was in danger f rom the UnitedI States. t dld what it
could ta defend itself. In 1982, a Min istry ôf Moblifzatiati
was established ta arm workers and develop defense plans-
in each workplace. Unfortunately, it probibly lsn't enough
ta f ight off the might of the U.S. Marine CoÉps.

Much. has been made of the presence of .arrnèd
Cubans an the Island. Our nevvs idaImtplles that onty
Cubans are fighting the marinesm This is ludicrous when
one considers how strong1y the Grenitals supported
their revolution. Edmontonians wbh hae vsted Grenadaror4 t they did see many Cubans - flot solrllers, but
dîc'shengineers and construction workers who weve
helping in the reconstruction. Mostof the CubaVms, lke the
Grenadians, were armed. They'd be stupld nt ta be, in the
face of American determinatian ta overtbraw the gavern-
ment.

One can only marvel at the determination of the
people of Latin Amnerica and the Caribbean ta make their
awn hIstory In spite of the long Une of Amnéican
interventions in their countries. inChile, ton ye*rs after the
bloody CIA-backed miîitary coup, the people are rlsirig up
and demanding change.. In Nicaragua, the people are
figbting desperately ta defend themselves and diheir
revohition against a srait army of deposed dic tator
Soniaza's supporters, armed and financed by the Pen-
tagon. in El Salvad or and Guatemala the people are trying
ta free themselves fram viclous U.S.-backed mlitary
regimes. And now, the Grenadians are preparlng for a
protracted guerrilla war against the U.S. marines.

OespIte the overwhelming strength of the CIA and the
US. military, the -people of this reglon continue ta fight.
Wben they are smashed, they rise up again and reniew the
struggle. How long can the U.S. govemment keep up Its
prograttm to subjugate these peaple? How many thousancfs
more rmust die before they finally throw off the Pentagon's
yôket
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