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Althougb the Committee did not feel themselves at
liberty Vo commit the Church absolutelY fo this new
movéinent, Vhey fêlV' nevertlieless, that the Secretary
would be justified in snyîiing that the Çomumittee were
favorably disposed toward 'the proposals wbich had
been made, and earnestly Lop(d that by the time the
young, men had lnile the course o? study in which
thcy were enag ite way wuld bh fuliy opened for
their employient as nwssionaries of our Church.

An appropriate resolution in connection with the
iamentedl death o? the RZev. Johin A. Williams, D.).,
Generai Suiperintendenit of the u hds Church, was
ordered Vo be drafted and engros-ed on the Minutes.

NOTES PROM JAPAN.
BTY TREGEEIÂ SECBELTARY.

M' "Y last "note" lef t us at Nagroya. On June 29 we
«R took train at 1-2.406 for H-iaamatsu. As Vhis

was the head of one of our missions, the first 1 had
vi-sîted outside o? Tokyo, the occasion was looked
forward Vo Nvith a good dual of înterest, At the sta-
tion we were meit by the native pa'4or, Bro. -iasimioto,
and niost o? his memblers; also by BroCasiy o?
Shidzuioka. Subiequently weo were joined by Bro.
fHiraiwa, who had coine out froin Tokzyo to render
service as interpreter. Ouir reception by the people
waa very cordial. They first escorted uis Vo a native
hotel, where wve were Vo, sleep for Vhe nighit, and after-
wards to another hotel or re.staxurant, where a native
feast hiad been prepared. We aýseimbled in an upper
rooni, whei(re 1 spoke a few words lu re.spon.se Vo VIe
kind and courteous greetings of the people. We then
passud intu a.nother rooml, wvhere tIe feast waaS spread.
Ail the dîshcs wvere native in contents and cookery,
and were excellecnt o? thieir kind, blut a foreigner ha.s
Vo cultivate a taste for mioat o? thin. After the feast
we went to a theoatre, whicli liad been hired for VIe
occasion, and founid iV crowded Vo the doors. The
builing,, in wbich we assembled w-as o? the most
primitive description, and this seeis Vo bc character-
ilitic of thecatres ail over Japan. But this did noV pre-
vent us fromi having a very interesting- meeting. Mr.
Iliraiwa was VIe first speaker, and wa8 foliowed by
Dr. Gochiran, who grave a i.6o(Ull.se lu Japanese on
«The Treasure and VIe Petrl." Before VIe speaking

began a long " notice paper " wvas hung up, having the
theme of each discurse written i large Chinese char-
acters, so that they could bc read by ail the people. I

found rny own therne, as puit on VIe paper, was " The
Soul o? Vhe Nation," whichi highi-sounding titi~e gave
me a chance te say manyý Vhiiings abouit VIe changes
goingy on in~ the empire, and the importance of? distin-
guîsbhing betweeni the good and the cvil froin foreigu
nations. Also VIe iiperative need o? a true religion

as the real soul of the nation. The people listened
with every appearance of close attention, and 1 trust
the bread thus cast upon the waters will be found
after inany days.

On the following morixg, many of the church muni-
bers accoînpanied us to the station to say good-bye.
At Kassegawa station we were met by a deputation
f roui the native chu rch, and proceeded to the village.
1?he menîbers asenldin the usual preacbing place
a part of the preachier's bouse, and 1 delivered an ad-
dress, Mr. Jliraiwa interpreting. It was a gond oppor-,
tunity to exhort them to reverence God's Word and
day; to cultivate religion in the houle and in daily
life; to, he]p lu spreading the Gospel, and to co-ope-
rate with their pastor in bis work. Mr. Cassidy fol-
lowed with a brie? address, after which we got some
refreshment at a native restaurant, and then proceeded
by rail to 'Fujieda, a village extending for a coniider-
able distance alongy the Tokaido, or Imperial flighway.
There is a neat littie frame church in this village, and
i the evening it was paeked to the utmost, wbile a

great inany stood outside, around open doors and win-
dows. My therne on this occasion was, IlWhat îs the
best thing for Japan ?" Mr. lliraiwa also delivered
a very earnest address. No one could visit these
three towns of which I have spoken, and inquire înto
the condition of the native churches, without feeling
that a good work has beiaceomplisheod, and that there
la a bricht promise for the future.

During the progtress o? the meeting a telegram was
received froin Sliidzuoka, saying thiat a meeting lu
one of the public sehi'ols, where 1 was.,to give au
address, would be hieki at seven, o>clock the next moru-
ing. This made it neeessary Vo reach Shidzuoka that
night, and as there was iio train till next day, our only
resource was the jinrikisha. Aftcr a good deai of bar-
gainingy, four-Jinrikishias were obtained, and our party,
consistingy of Bros. Cassidy, Uiraiwa, Kobyasi and
self, got away at 10.30 p.m., and before 1 a.m., we
were at Shidzuoka, having covered the distance of over
twelve miles in less than two and a bal? hours' -although
part of the road was very hilly, and progress slow.
The Tokaido, over which, we travelled, is a highway
varying f roui ten to twenty feet wide, miost of it bor-
dered by row8 of pinc trees, and it winds along arouhd
h ilas and through valleys in a very picturesque fashion.
Nearly ail the villages passedl were in total darkness,
and the on]y rligrht we hiad was froin the paper ian-
terris carried by the jinrikisha men. In many places
the bills were steep and densely wooded, and the dark-
ness intense. At one part of the route the 'men could
no longer pull us up the steep grades, and we climbed,
on foot for' a mile or so, ending by a walk through a


