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THE tinie lias arrjved wlien cut-over
pulpxxood lands have a recognized po-

tential value. This fact is so obvions that it
lias given rise to inquiry by the owners of
sucli land as to the best method of hand-
ling for a second cntting. I would sug-
gest to, the owner of these lands as the
first stcp, that lie should put bis land hold-
ings on the samie business basis as lie now
considers lis milîs and log-girg operations.
It then tlie owner considers bis capital as
invested for a period of years only and
does flot look to the future to yield hlim
continuons crops of timiber, I wuuld fur-
ther advise that lie lie sure in di scarding
cut-over land that lie is flot throwing away
a growing asset.

Since riroxim-ity to mannifactnring cen-
ters is a Drominent factor ini the woods
business and the accessible snpply of wild
forest is a known and acute elemnent tomany estalilislied operators, the operator
sliould make intelligent inquiry into the
cliaracter and value of, lis cnt-over lands,put tzhe whole mass of facts on a simplqebalance sheet and decicle whether lis bunsi-ness can proceed continuotnsly on lis pre-sent holdings or wliether, if unable to add
to these holdings, lie nst face a cessation
of that bunsiness after a period of years.

There is no secret formula for the re-creation of onr forest resources, and if il
were Possible to orescribe to-day a simple
methoci which wouild cover Canada with agýrowinz forest * the state wonild iirofit liutthe individual would flot. It is a factknown to aIl of ns that large profits havel)eeil macle for the forttunate few wlio have
possessed timhber when the general supplylias waned. The trnitl about forest condi-
tions will inflict the same penalty or re-xvard on one operator as on another andstnccess îvîll lie adhieved- hy husiness in-siglit onerating in the liglit of complete in1 -
formation as to assets and liabilities.

The Pirst Inquiry.
Tlie flrst step, therefore, is a carcful in-

qniry into the cliaracter of timiber land
holdings. This must liemade for the in-
dividual tract. Growtli in the forests of
white sprtice will vary fromn that ini the
red and lilack sprtice mixtures. The mix-
ture of tolerant hardwoods with the most
desirable softwoods creates a different and
more dîfficnlt prolilem than that presented
in mixtures 'of softwood with aspen and
imper hirdli. Climate, soi], insects and
disease, fire risk proximity to market and
even social conditions are aIl dominant

factors in the estabilishment of a forest
business, and any one may cause the suc-
cess or failure of the enterprise.

Many of these are easily calculated and
ini others, causes and effects are unknown.
We are rather too prone to ask -wliy the
forest fails or succeeds rather than to limit
ourselves to tlie simple determination of
lîow a specific area of forest will act when
cnt over. Cnt-over land is a mystery to
xnaîiy of us, and even more s0 to the aver-
age operator who neyer sees it close up
after the timber crop lias heen remioved.
and if lie does fiîîd cause to traverse cnt-
over land, sees a given area but once, and
becanise lie lias. fot a mental picture of -its
original condition lie lias no measure hy
whicli to judge wliat lias taken place there.

Castial observation fromi a train, an
automobile or even a travelled tote roadf
gives a 1oori average impresslon of the
cieneral dliaracter otf cut-over land, lie-
cause along these roads conditions have
leeîî estalilislied whicli are usually differ-
ent from the average. character of the log-
ged area. Cnt-over land must lie investi-
gated intelligently and systermatically at
the expense of cojîsîderalile effort and
mucli tomn clothing, if the history of the
arca is to lie tliorouglily unde 'rstood. A
study carefully made, systemiatically cover-
ing logged-over land by some well known
method sucli as our strio) metliod, ýcan lie
madle to yield accurate information of the
following cliaracter and extent:

Exact Information Needed.
(1) The live growing capital stock of

timiber, yoting advanced growtli an-d re-
production,

(2) The loss of capital stock liy cuttiïg.
f3) -The loss of capital stock by wînd

and other natural agencies.
(4) Tlie net volume increm-ent since the

clitting and1 nrobalile net increment for the
immneçlate' future.

(,) The fire risk and natural conditions
controlling it.

(6) The period of years to the next ct
and amouint of that next Çnt.

(7) The acreage that is productive and
tlîat whîdli is not, thercby allowing for ad-
instillent.

In addition this study will show what
material nlow exists on the land, which is
not noxv of value to the industry, but has
potential value for . ther. purposès; this
constittutes the liy-product of the industry
anid calîs for market «developmneit.


