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‘vices of these Officers, and making up the  differénce by annual salaries, both these
evils would be avoided as far as regulations-can tend to do so. Another objection
__to these Officers being paid wholly by fixed salaries exists in the unnecessary trouble -
“often given' to them on the one band, and in the wantof asufficient impulse towards

.. - the expeditious and correct discharge of their dn(tly on the other. - - L
T V‘Pe have made these observations and formed these conclusions from an-experi- -
ence of the past, and in connection ‘with the provisions of the Merchant Seamen’s
Act now in force, not being aware at the time that the Imperial Legislature at its
last Session had passed a new. Merchant Seamen’s: Act to come into operation on

" . the 1st January next, when, having accidently learned the. fact, we. procured the
“loan of a copy, with which we were Kindly favoured by the Collector-at this Port,

 and we have givén to it our most serious consideration ; but after having done so,
we have not found any reason to alter our opinion. either as to the Tariff or the
salaries. which we bave recommended by this Report. We cannot refrain from
expressing our regret that the jurisdiction in respect to Seamen’s wages in casés -
-under £20 has been taken from the Admiralty Court and transferred to Magistrates,
being of opinion that it would be much for:the interest of .all parties concerned ifa .

* ~decision could be had on these as well as others'of a like nature in the Vice Admi-
- ralty Court, without- entailing a ruinous expense, and we would. rather, therefore, - -

. see facilities afforded for a resort to that tribunal than otherwise, and if: our views:' .
i this respect could be fully accomplished,. we.would contemplate - with satisfaction

" the repeal of this part of the Merchant Seamen’s Act. S "

SN VFe are induced to submit the foregoing observations, notwithstanding ‘the -
.+ ¢hanges introduced by the new Merchant Seamen’s Act; from the necessity derived -

.- from experience of establishing a Tariff ‘of Fees to -operate as a check on the insti- -

. tution of unfounded proceedirigs, as previously observed by usin this Report. .
... With respect to the fees foi':AXvocdtes-‘a_'nd Proctors; we are of opinion that..
-inasmuch’ as these professions are united in 'this Province, the. Tariff proposed by

- the Honorable Judge of the Vice' Admiralty Court at Quebec; as far as respects these

. Officers is to be preferred to that proposed by the Home Authoritiés, and being, in -

. -our opinion, reasonable in amount, we at all events recommend its adoption. -

- *We have not failed to advert to the desire which has been expressed ‘that, if
- practicable, a Tariff should be formed applicable to all the Colonies in North America’;
‘but in-the absence of information as to the practice and the relative position of the-
-different Officers of the Vice Admiralty Courts of ‘the other Colonies compared with -
_ that of Canada, we have felt that we have best discharged the duty imposed upon
"‘us, by confining ourselves tpfsugg‘estit_)g what we conceived to be most (géirabl'e for -
- the Vice Admiralty, Court of this Province.” Before concluding it may be proper
- for us to state, that in the recommendations we have made, we have reference. only -
t6 what in our judgment we.thought to be advisable on general prineiples, without
* taking into.consideration the hardships that the present ]%f\gis'trar,and :Marshal will
- necessarily sustaini by the operation of the niew Merchant Seamen’s Act; which will - -
“have the éffect -of taking away the greater part of the fees proposed. for them,
- - deeming that to be a question wholly beyond the purview.of the reference madetous,
. - ~We would likewice state .that the Honorsble. George - Pemberton;,-one of the
- Commissioners apgointed by -Your Excellency, having' been unavoidably obliged
‘to go to Europe before the labours.of the Commission -were -completed he could . |
" ‘mot sign ‘this Report, but wé "have reason’to believe that if present,: he would
. have concurred in-its general import. - T T
. 'The whole, nevertheless, humbly. submitted to Your Excellency, by -
“-. . .7 " Your most obediént and veiy humble servants, - * "~ - -
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