
vices of these Officers, and making up .the differènce by annual salaries, both these
evils would be avoided as far as regulations can tend to do so. Another objection
to these Oflicers being paid wholly by fixed salaries exists inthe unnecessary trouble
often given to them on the one hand, andin the want of a sufficient impulse towards
the expeditious and correct discharge of their dity on the other.

We have made these observations and formed these conclusions from an experi-
ence of the past, and in connection with the provisions of the Merchant Seamen's
Act now in force, not being aware at the time that the Imperial Legislature at its
last Session had passed a new Merchant Searnen's, Act to come into operation on
the 1st January next, when, having aèeidèntly learned the fact, we: procured the
loan of a. copy, with which we were 'kindly favoured by the Collector-at this Port,
andwe have given to it our most serious eonsideration; 'but' after having done so,
*e have, not found any reason to alter our opinion. either as to the Tariff or the
salaries which we have recommended by this Report. We cannot refrain from
expressing our regret that the jurisdiction in respect to Seamen's wages in casés
under £20 las been taken from the Admiralty Court and tansferred to Magistrates,
being of opinion that it would be much for;the interest of ail parties concerned if a
decision could be had on these as well as others:of a like nature in the Vice Admi-
ralty Court, without entailing a ruinous expense, and we would: rather; therefore," s
see facilities afforded for a resort to that tribunal than otherwise, and if: our views
in this respect could bë fully acomplishëd, we would contemplate with satisfaction
the repeal of this part of the Merchant Seamen's Act.

We are induced to stibmit the foregoing observations, notwithstanding the
Schanges intrpduc-ed by the new Merchant Seamen's Act from. the necessity derived
from experience of establishing a Tarif of -Fees to operate as a check. on the insti-
tution of unfounded proceedings, as previously observéd by us -ip thislteport.
; With respect to the fees for Advocates .and Prdctors we are of opinion that,
inasmuch as these prôfessions are united in tis Province; the Tariff proposed by
the Honorable Judge of.the Vice Admiralty Court at Quebec, as far as réspects these
Officers is to be preferred to that proposed by the Home Authorities, and being, in
ou* opinion, reasonable in amount, we at al 'évents recommend its adoption.

We have not failed' to advert to the désire which ias been expressèd that, if
practicable, a Tarif should beformed applicableto althe Colonies in North America;
but in, the absence of information as to the practice. and the relative position of the
different Officers of the Vice Admiralty Courts of the other Colonies compared with
th#t of Canada, we have felt that we have .best discharged. the duty imposed upon
us, b confiing durselves to"sggesting what we conceived to be most e irable for
the. Vice Admiralty Court of thisProviice Before concluding it may be proper
for us to state, that in the recommendations we have enade, we have referenceonly
t whait in our judgment we. thought to .be advisablè on neral principles, without
takig into, consideration the hardships that the presentt e'gistrar and Marshal will
necessarily sustain by the operation of the new Merchant: amer's Act, which will
have the ëffect -of taking away the greater part of the fees proposed forthem,
deeming that to be a question wholly beyond the purview ofthe reference madeto us,

We would likewise state that the Ionorablé, George Pémbertoñ one of the
Oowunissioners appointed by Your xcellency, having been unavoidably obliged
to go to Europe efore the labours of the Commission were completed ho could
not sign this e port, but we have reason' to believe that if peesent he would
have concurred in its general intport.

The whole, nevertheless, humbly submitted to Your Excellency, by
Your most obedient and very humble servants,

'(Sigued,) WK WALKER.W, W. PBMU,
4' 3.JYEFPl

Quecc lthDcxibe, 84. J~1U1


