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THE CATHOLIC.

Some find in it the necessity of receiving the
fesh and blood of Christ—others find that Christ
gave us nothing bt bread and wine, as memo-
rials of his death.

Some find in the gospel, that faith alone will save
others discover in the gospel the msufliciency of
faith alone.

Some find in the gospel, abeolute and uncondi-
tional predestination; others reject it, as  impious
and blasphiemous.

Now,siv, uve all these right? Or, wiltit be said

mattersnot to be found in holy writ, but deliver- " spoken tcord also 7 when spoken to us by his do.
cd by tradition.  Webeliove then, that the catho- “puted heralds ; by thase whom he commaads us ¢
(He church is this living, visible, and supremne an- kear, us we would himself 7 Luke x. avi.
1thorily; and if we are asked where we beliove this | But, netwithstanding the Protestant’s formal .
authority resides,we answer, in the body of Christ’s “claration (o the contrary, there are cases in whic!
imimslcrs, the pastors of the Catholic church, and 'if not in word, he must in fact agree with me, th.
the lawful successors of those pastors whom Jesus hiuman testimony is absolutely certaia, and infal!
'Christ appointcd, and jvvested with full authority 1ble - cases, in which he himself could no mor
lto discharge the functions of his ministry. To |doubt its veracity, than he could that of the clearcs:
that body of pastors we look for heavenly instruc- announcements in the sacred Scriptures.

tions. In them we sce the suceessors of Jesus Christ } Tor instance, can he doubt that there ever wein

that itis immaterial which of these contradictory jinvested by him with the same authosity which he such men as an Alexander the Great . a Coesur,

opinious we embrace? No sir; common  sense tclls}

us that holy writ was not given us to be misunder-|
stood—that when misunderstood it leads usastray;)
whereas it was intended to guard us against the|

"
misfortune of being led astray.  common sense)
tells ns then, thatScripture being a dead letter, a;
dumb book, which cannot esplain itself, Christ,
must bave provided some visible & Jiving authority
some supreme and  uncering  tribunal  to explain
Scripture, aud that this is, and can be no other than
the church.

A second reason why Scripture cannot be our

supreme judge in tmatters of laith, is, because there ;'

are many t.1t cannot read.

A third reason- the gospels and epiistles were not
writlen fur many ycars after the Church of Christ was
established, and spread among maoy nations. For,
many hundred years afer that,the art of printing not!
baving been discovered, the Holy Scriptures could
not be inmany person’s haads: and yet during that

‘time, the precious deposit of faith was as well
kept, as it has been since holy writis in the hands
of every body. Yessir, and betler; every body can-
not read, but ey ery body, learned or unlearned, can
subnit to the Church, transmitting to both, by the
the assistance of the Tlaly Ghost, the dectrine of
Christ, uncorrupted and in its primtive puvity.
Mere sir, is a mode of instruction, adapted to c\'c~!
ry body’s apacity.

A fourthreason: If Imust take upmy creed by~

reuding Scrivture, 1 must be satisfied that the book |
which is put into mybands, and called the holy|
scripture, isreally the genuine scriptured, as writ-

ten by “'0‘31’05“053 I, a poor ilhterate man, notl'ye received as infullible ;since, in the Holy Serip-
haviug enjuyed the benefit of ahberal cducnlion,‘@{urc, God himsclf declares that every man is ai'

hardly acquainted with wy own language, how,

shall I know whether the Erglish bible you put in- |}

to my hands iz a faithful translation of the original,

Hebrew and"Greck, ornot. I shall have to take: collectively taken ; not of all mankind together.

vourword for t! If I do, my faithis then pinned|

toyoursleeve. But no sir, I cannot submitto dolispired penmen, who composed the Scriptures ; nor!‘

lihimselfhud‘ received from his heavenly Father- Pompoy,a Virgil, a Horace : a Henry the Iaghth
“As the Father hath sent me, 1 alsosend you, iy Bonaparte, and a‘hundred thousand other wor
John xx. 21, ';(hics, ancient and modemn, whom he Las neswe:
In them we beliold the organs of the Holy Ghost “seen: aud whom he believes, and cannot Lelp b
¢ He that heareth you, heareth me.  J.uke x. 16. "licving to have existed,merely on luman testimony

{ And I will ask the Father, and he shall give you

Can lie doubt that there issuch o country as Clu
]

another paraclete, that ho may abide with you for, na, as Botany Bay, as France, Spain, Haly. Mex
ever, the Spirit of Truth. John xiv. 16, 17.  But!jco, and all the other places in the world ; whivt
when he, the Spirit of Truth, shall come, he will) he has never scen 5 concerning the existence o
teach you all truth,”  John xvi. 13,

Bear, sir, are we guilty of superstition in putting

Iwhich he has only the vox popudi, or the gencrut

testmony of mankind : and yet he belivves

of Christ, and in thus believing thatthe Spuit of
Truth never has, and never will depart fromn the
pastors of Christ’s Church. In our pastors we be-:
Iiold men invested with the keys of the kingdom of
Heaven, that is, the power of administering abso-
lution, or the forgiveness of our sins. Matt. xvi.
19, xviii. 18, and John xx. 23.

fult confidence in the above asscrtions and promises!

that human testimony as firmly, as if it were
the woxr Dei ; or the express testimony ot
God himself. Did he not ; what an adiot wonld
fie not scem in the midst of his fellow creatures ?
And yetthe Protestant will absurdly gontend that
we are to receive no testimony as absolutely sure
and infallible, but what we find couched in black
and whife in the Scriptural code, orthebible. Let

To them wc apply, and from their hands we re-
ceive our heavenly and  spiritnal food, the sacred:
{flesh and bleod of Jesus Christ, which he enjoins us
to receive. John i, 48, 59 ; and which he em-!
powers his ministers {o procure for us. Luke:
xxii. 19.

20 be continued.
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ORIGINAL.

VOX POPULI VOX DEL

The gencral voice is the voice of God.
&

Protestants maintain that no humaa testimony can

‘Tiar—Rom iil. 4—that is
deceived,
But this is spolien only of man wndiwidnally ; not

, apt to deceive, or bc]

Neither can it be understood s spoken of the in-’

him only act up to that principle in common life ,
and sco what a figure he will cut, and how awk-
wardly he will find himse)f plnced in all his relation
iships with suciety. .
Now all these facts and realities he admits as uu:
questionable only on hearsay, or the general tes
itimony of man. But what hearsay, or testimony
has been more general, long-lasting and uniforin.

|

"'than that of the Catholic, or univ.ssal Church : the

; Church of all nations, and of all ages, since our Sa-
Iviour’s time ? So that even, abstracting from alt
lthe promises which, hier divine founder, made to
her of infallibility, and durability to the end of the
world ; she must be considered by every rational

thinking and unprejudiced person, even as a kumar

Iautlxority, one of the greatest existing in nature.

|

BIBLICAL NOTICLS AND EXPLANATIONS,

Continned
TIHE BOOX OF JOSHUA.

Chapter 4. Verse 3. The twelve men chosew
from the twelve tribes, and commanded foiake ¢

>, because I find material differences in different |vet of those alt over the world, whom he hasunited | of the midst of the Jordan, where the feet of the

travslationsof the scripturer; of course Iam kopti
in suspenese, if  know ofnone but a barely human!

authority 1 support uf cach of the different transla-
tivas.

These arc sufficient reasons o induce us to bel-
devegthat holy writ(although certainly God's word) |
was not intended to be our supreme judge in mat-
ter<'of faith, and to consvince us that Christ has pro-!
¥ided us with a livieg, visble, and supreme au-
thonty, Lo settle all our doubts with regard to thci
true translavon of Scripture, thetrue sense of it,

and likewise with regard to many other essentialr should Ais written tord be infallible ;and not his'brook, and put iuto his serip :

!!ogothcr in his one faith revealcd ; and with whom
“he has solemnly promiscd that Jas koly spirit, the
|sprrit of truth, should abide twith them at all times, |
Vand guide them into all truth, coen fo the end ofthe,
'world ; namely, his Apostles and their hawful suc-
cessors, %, bishops and pastors of his chureh,

The testimony of God, in whatever way it is de- |
Jlivered to us, is certainly anfallible: yet Protest-!
‘ants will receive nothing, as his testinony, which
"is notin black and tehite ; nothing but the written
jteord . nothng but the Scripture!  And why|

[

214

Priests stood, twelve very hard stones, Sc : repre
sent the twelve patriarchs, or spiritunl fathers o the
spiritual Israclites; the Christians;that is, the ‘twclu
Apostles, The ticelecihurd stohes Laken oui of the
midst of the Jordan ; represent, under another e
biem, the same Apostles ; who are, as Peter was
|slylcd by our Lord, the rock, or stone, upon which
"he saig he would build Lis Church ; for on the otho
'Aposﬂcs also, though not equally as on himscli.
who is its chief carner stone 3 and on Peter, the

|

]ncxt in authority and diguity to limself ; did b

found his Church. These are he twelve steus
'taken from the water , for they were fishenmen
like the pebbles gathered by David from the
with one of which



