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to buy whatever are the agricultural surplus pro-

ducts of this country The States raise the same food
products. cereals, dairy goads, fruit, cattle, as we do
That market must be a very uncertain outlet,  as
whenever onur crons were heavier than usual, those of
the States wonld also be  above the average, so, the

more we necded  a market  for exports, the  smaller

would be the opening in the American market

- - *

The great topic of the day, the Chamberlain project,

seems to have a mor

reciprocity feafure
in it that with  the United States,
With the old  land, tie  arrangement would be fixed,
rehable. influence, whereas the
1. S, arrangement would be uncertain, and constantlv

promising
any - reciprocity

free  from jealons
liable to change from political and other influences.
If reciprocity with the States was found » work  for
the advantage of be made in
operative by vexatious regulations, or put an end to
as the other arrangement was, because it was helpful

Canada, it would

to Canada.
. s *
Can anvone say when and by whom the by-law of
4 : cidewalks  was repealed or
the

this city, relating to icy

ordered to be ignored? Tt is a dead  letter, as

police take no notice of this law being flagrantly vio

lated.  Several accidents have already occnrred Yhat
mav cost the city some thousands  of dollars  for
damages,

. o *

The police anthorities set a very bad « xample when
though it were
City

as

they ignore one of the citv's laws,

not in foree. 1t is not creditable to toe Council

their duty to I
to

for such contemptuous disregard of
There  seems

rder in the |»H“u‘

shown hy the servants of the ity
be a sad lack of discipline and of

department. A\ Toronto  merchant  to-day  said:
“What disgraceful, what dangercns sulewalks you
have in this citv: why, in Toronto it would  not he
tolerated for one howm Pt m Toronto the l""“"
have strict orders to see the  by-laws observed; here
the police seem ignorant - of there hemg any by-laws
in force respecting dangerous pa hways
.+ »

While all Chitstendom is eclehrating, or as about to

celebrate the season of peace and good-will, a seene

was enacted at San Franaisco which shows that  dis

|l]:|\~ ot as pure savagery as ooany enacte .]. to |'1!'.I~4

the bratish populace  of ancient Rome, have a charm
for many thousands,  That the revolting details of
this afifir should appear in any  newspaper  that

enters the family circle, is a scandal 1o the Press, that

such brutalities should be made a public spectacle

a civilized oity, is a disgrace to the local authorities
and the country

- » .
i the pr

prepared

duets

British  West
exhibition in this city,

A selection of the

Indies is Leing for
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This display was decided upon by the Agricultural
Society of Trinidad, on  suggestions made by Mr. |
Russell Murray, of this city. In view of the coming
Jevelopmens of the Imperial picicrential scheme of
Mr. Chamberlain, it will be desirable for each section
of the Empire to be thoroughly “posted” in regard
to what natural and manufactured products can b
hought and sold in imperial markets.
. s =

One of the most valuable works ever published, re
garding fiscal conditions, prospects and ~data, would
be a report of the proceedings of the Tariff Commis
sin being organized by Mr. Chamberlain. It is to
be hoped the deliberations of this body and the
ctatistical and other documents laid before it, will
It is most desirable mat a Canadian
The colonies

be made public.
should be placed on this Commisnion.
however, will be well reptesented, as  Sir Robert
Herbert, formerly under-secretary of state for the
colonies, and at one time agent-general for Tasmania,
has accepted the chairmanship of the  Commission.
The list just issued includes Sir John Cockburn, for
merly premier and chief secretary of South Australia;
Francis Elgar, the well-known naval architect; Sir
George Ryder, chairman of the Customs Commission

Sir Cecil Smith formerly  High Commissionef  for
Borneo and  Sarawak; and Henry . Marshall,
member of the council  of the Royal  Agricultural

Society,  The remainder of the list comprises lead
ing representatives of the trade of the United King

dom.
- % % .

P’a., on 29th ult,
of the uncertainty of a
the
in

The disastrous fire at  Pittsburg,
8

gives ancther illustration
insurance returns, until
term they include has closed.  This fire

warchouse, crowded with valu

month's or year's fire
oceurred
a six-storey  storage
The loss on the building will - probably
not exceed $25,000, but, on  the contents,  the
are estimated at over half a A valuable
collection of fossil curies i reported  to have been

Such collections are usually much over

able goods,
losses

million.

.I1-~lru_\n|.
valued.
* * * *

Mr. Ross, Canadian agent at Melbourne, reporting to
the Trade and Commerce  Department, under date ot
that the Australian Common
wealth will extend a customs preference to Canada as

November 28, states

well as to the mother country.
* - * * b

Messrs, Plummer, president of the  Dominion Iron
and  Steel Co.; and W, McMaster, manager of the
Montreal  Rolling  Mills, had an interview with  the
Minister of Finance, on 28th ult,, in regard to a re
vision of the tariff that will enable them to compet
with iren and steel products from the United States
American iron masters are selling steel billets, rails
and other products in Canada at prices from 20 to 23




