OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL
OTTAWA

November 26the 1918.
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Hon. Mr. lMeighen =-

By .Order in .Council of the 19th. 3entember
were -given permission to allow exploration 6f the Sarnia and
Walpole Island reserves for oil and gas, and to dispose of
tue same on terms approved by ti Governor in ZJouncil. The

rounds for tois u,11t’;1or"Lza;tion were tie represéntations of the
l1nel Controller regarding the inpcreased demands for fuel
01l for Allied shipping and war industries, which conditions

will likely prevail for some time after the war.

e advertised the oil ani ¢as f tiese
reserves in the public press and have received tenders.
beg to r*t%“u herewith report from the Offiser in Ch

1 énd the tenders received.

o e
L'

the Lands DBranct

You will note. Bt there has bean some pro-
m the Indians of Walpole Igsland, but none from the
of BSarnia. In faet, while the Sarnia Indians re-
surrender I think they migat now be willino to do so.
think we may expect any protest from them if proa-
09 on oh their reserve.

The Walpole Igland Indians seem, aowever, to
be hostile to the project, and I received a uoLFgr1w atu letter
from the Bishop of 1uron on tnis subject; the
gending H”i"?luh. I will reply to those 1
Bishop's lettcr which need answering; there

errorg in the letter. There is no very
proceeding with the prospecting,
Indiang to have their own way.
interests to dispose of the oil and

I would recommend that the tenders for
the Sarnia reserve be accepted, and those for Walpole Is-
land held in abeyarice. The terms coffered on the Sarnia

Yeserve seem to me to be falr and reasonable. ;;7
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