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DOCUMENTS PRECEDING ENGLAND’S WAR DECLARATION)N
-----^

> esterday, 22d November, that during 
the last few years the military and 
naval authorities of France and Great 
Britain had consulted with each other 
from time to time; that it had always 

No. 102. [been understood that these consulter
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goechen. tions should not restrict the liberty of 
(Telegraphic). either Government to decide in the
London. Foreign Office. July 30, 1914. future whether they should lend each 

I have warned Prince Lichnowsky other the support of their armed for 
4b«t Germany must not count upon ices; that, on either side, these consul 
our standing aside in all circumstan- tations between experts were not and 
ces. This is doubtless the substance should not be considered as engage- 
of the telegram from Prince Lichnow- ments binding our Governments io . 
sky to German Chancellor, to which take action in certain eventualities; 
reference is made in the last two that, however, I had remarked to you 
paragraphs of your telegram of 30th that, if one or other of the two Gov- 
July.* ernments had grave reasons to fear

•See No. 98. an unprovoked attack on the part of a
third power, It would become essen
tial to know whether it could count 
on the armed support of the other.

Your letter answers that point, and 
I am authorized to state that in the 
event of one of our two Govern
ments having grave reasons to fear 
either an attack from a third power, 
or some event threatening the gener 
of peace, or some event threatening 
the general peace, that Government 

Id immediately examine with the

possible some more definite rappro
chement between the Powers than has 
been possible hitherto.

•See No. 85.

would give to the Austria-Hungarian Intimation that Russia must be con-1 night contains matter which he had 
Monarchy genuine guarantees for its suited regarding the fate of Servla,1 heard with regret, but not exactly 

with Servla hut he does not know how the Aus-1 with surprise, and at all events he
I drew Count Berchtold's attention trlan Government are taking it. He thoroughly appreciated frankness and 

to all the danser» to the peace of says that Russia must have an assur- loyalty with which you had spoken. 
Europe which would be Involved by ance that Servia will not be crushed, He also told me that this telegram 
an armed conflict between Austria- put she would understand that Aus- had only reached Berlin very late last 
Hungary and Servia. triarHungary Is compelled to exact night; had it been received earlier

Count Berchtold replied that he was from Servla measures which will se- Chancellor would, of course, not have 
well aware of the gravity of the situ- cure her Slav provinces from the con- spoken to me in way he had done, 
ation, and of the advantages of a tlnuance of hostile propaganda from 
frank explanation with the St. Peters- Servian territory, 
burg Cabinet. He told me that, on The French Ambassador hears from 
the other hand, the Auatrla-Hungar- Berlin that the German Ambassador 
ian Government, who had only decld- at Vienna is instructed to speak seri- (Telegraphic), 
ed, much against their will, on the 0usly to the Austro-Hungarian Gov Paris, July 30, 1914.
energetic measures which they had eminent against acting in a manner President of the Republic tells me 
taken against Servla, could no longer calculated to provoke a European war. that the Russian Government have 
recede, nor ernter into any discussion Unfortunately the German Ambass- been informed by the German Gov- 
about the terms of the Austro-Hun- ad0r is himself so identified with ex- ernment that unless Russia stopped 
garian note. treme anti-Russian and anti-Servian ber mobilization Germany would mo-

Count Berchtold added that the cris- feeling prevalent in Vienna that he is billze. But a further report, since re- 
is had become so acute, and that pub- unlikely to plead the cause of peace celved from St. Petersburg, states 
lie opinion had risen to such a pitch with entire sincerity that the German communication had
of excitement, that the Government, Although I am not able to verify it, been modified, and was now a request
even if they wished it, could no long- j haVe private Information that the t0 be informed on what conditions 
er consent to such a course. This German Ambassador knew the text Russia would consent to demobilize 
was all the more Impossible, he said.lof the Austrian ultimatum to Servla tion. The answer given is that she 
inasmuch as the 'Servian reply Itself before it was dispatched and tele- agrees to do so on condition that Aus- 
furnlshed proof of the insincerity of grapiied it to the German Emperor. tria-Hungary gives an assurance that 
Servia’s promises for the future. I fr0m the German Ambassa- flhe will respect the sovereignty of

„ dor himself that he indorses every Servla and submit certain of the de-
(2.) M. Sazonof to Count Benckén- j|ne 0j mands of the Austrian note, which

dorff- , --------- Servla hao not accepted, to an lnter-
(Telegraphic.) No. 96. national discussion.

St. Petersburg, Ju.y 16 (29). 8lr M de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey. President thinks that these condit- 
The German Ambassador informs (Received July 30.) ions will not be accepted by Austria,

me. In the name of the (-h®n®e“ (Telegraphic). He is convinced that peace between
that Germany has not ceased to ex- Vienna, July 30, 1914. the Powers Is in the hands of Great
erclse a moderating influence at vv The RllBsian Ambassador gave the Britain. If his Majesty's Govern-
enna. and that she will continue to do French Ambassador and myself this meut announced that England would
so atfer the d^lOTtlon of war. aflernoon at the French Embassy. come to the aid of France in the
Up to this coming there hJ®J“®en “ where I happened to be, an account event of a conflict between France 
news that the Austrian . Army Jf cf his Interview with the Minister for an(i Germany as a result of the pres- 
crossed the Servian frontier. 1 have Forelgn Affairs, which he said was ent difference between Austria and 
begged the Ambassador to exprè s Qulte friendly Tbe Minister for For- Servia, there would be no war. for 
my thanks ei6n Affairs had told him that as Rus- Germany would at once modify her
SSlS bf RÏÏ. "™“i «la had mobilized, Austria must, ot at,it„de.

T MmR were directed course, do the same This, however, i explained to him how difficult It
LSiv- I addedthat neith should not be regarded as a threat. would be for his Majesty’s Govern- 

îî thïv he taken as aggressive but merely as the adoption of military ment to mkae such an announcement,
measures Prevautions similar to those which but he said that he must maintain
îhMr Mn anRHon being the mobfliza- bad been taken across the frontier, that It would be in the interests of 
ton of fCtreater naVof the Aus- He said he had no objection to the peace. France, he said, is pacific. 
^ Hungartan, Armv Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs §he does not desire war, and all that

The Amhae rj. and the the AuBtrlan Ambassador at 8he has done at present la to make
intavorofdlrect explanation be 9,. Petersburg continuing their com preparations tor mobilization so a, 
tween the Austrian Government and versatlon, although lie did not say not t0 taken unawares. The French 
ourselves and I replied that I, too, that they could be resumed on the ha- Government will keep his Majesty's 

oulte wllllne orovtded that the sis of the Servian reply. Government Informed of everythingquite willing, provmen Qn the whole the Ru88ian Ambas- tliat may be done In that way. They
have reliable 
German
round Thionville and Metz ready for 
war. If there were a general war on 
The Continent it would inevitably draw 
England into it for the protection of 
her vital Interests. A declaration 
now of her intention to support 
France, whose desire It is that peace 
should be maintained, would almost 
certainly prevent Germany from go
ing to war.

(Continued from page 12) l did become such that we thought Brlt- 
ttoblllsation. The utmost he now ish Interests required ue to interfene, 
topee for le that Germany may use 1 we must intervene at once, and the 
h>r influence at Vienna to prevent or decision would have to be very rapid, 
JEoderate any further demands on Ser- Just as the decisions of others Powers

had to be. I hoped that the friendly 
tone of our conversations would con
tinue as at present, and that I should 
be able to keep as closely in touch 
with the German Government in work
ing for peace. But if we failed in our 
efforts to keep the peace, and if the 
issue spread so that it Involved prac
tically every European interest, I did 
not wish to be open to any reproach 
from him that the friendly tone of all 
our conversatlong had misled him or 
his Government Into supposing that 
we should not take action, and to the 

But reproach that, if they had not been 
so misled, the course of things might 
have been different.

Tbe German Ambassador took no 
exception to what I had said; Indeed, 
he told me that it accorded with what 
he had already given In Berlin as his 
view of the situation. I am, &c.,

E. GREY.

82.
Sir Edward Grey.
July 29.)

July 29, 1914. 
it the designs of 
i considerably be- 
d a punitive oocu- 
territory. I gath- 
emark let fall by 
Lssador here, who 
able economic alt» 
under Greek ad* 
the assistance on 
Army could count 
population disco» 
i rule.

future relations
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NO. 87.

i sir Edward Grey to 8ir F. Bertie.
London, Foreign Office, July 29, 1914.
Sir: After telling M. Cumbon today 

how grave the situation seemèd to be,
1 told him that I meant to tell the Ger
man Ambassador today that he must 
not be misled by the friendly tone of 
our conversations Into any sense of 
false security that we ehould stand 
aside If all the efforts to preserve the 
peace, which we were now making In 
common with Germany, failed. —
I went on to say to M. Gambon that I 
thought it necessary t 
that the public opinion 
ed the present difficulty from a quite 
different point of view from that taken 
during the difficulty as to Morocco a 
few years ago. In the case of Moroc
co the dispute waj one in which 
•France was primarily Interested, and 
In which It appeared that Germany, in 
an attempt to crush France, was fas
tening a quarrel on France on a ques
tion that was the subject of a special 
agreement between France and us.
In the present case the dispute bet-' 
ween Austria and Servla was not one 
in which we felt called to take a hand.
Even if tbe question became one be
tween Austria and Russia we should 
not feel called upon to take an hand 
In It. It would then be a question of 
the supremacy in the Balkans; and ov- 
idea had always been to avoid bell * Austria. But there appeared from 
drawn into a war over a Balkan ques- what the Marquis dl San Gluliano had 
thin If Germany became Involved and said, to be a method by which, if the 
SLice became Involved, we bad not Power» were allowed to have any «ay 
Sade up our minds what we ehould -in the matter, they might bring about 
do- It was a case that we should have complete satisfaction for Austria, if 
to consider. France would then have only the latter would give them an 
been drawn into a quart-el which was opportunity I could, however make 
not hers, but In which, owing 10 he. no proposal, tor the reasons I have 
alliance, her honor and Interest oblig- given In my te.egram to you and 
ed her to engage. We were free from could odylgive what the Italian Min 
engagements, and we should have to Ister of Foreign 
decide what British interests required the German Ambassador for informa- 
•m in Hn I thmiffhf it necessarv to tion, as long as it was understood that ’slyraatheL^L'knew^we^era h^duSStS
taking all precautions with regard to "^h.the m J^ttnli^hMvTeen

«Murcies ar:.‘SJnsr urg,ns
misled Into supposing that this meant 
that we had decided what to do in a 
contingency that I «till hoped might 
not arise.

M. Gambon said that I had explained 
the situation very clearly. He under
stood It to be that In a Balkan quar
rel and in a struggle for supremacy 
between Teuton and Slav we should 
not feel called to intervene; should 
other issues be raised, and Germany 
and France become Involved, so that 
the question became one of the hege
mony of Europe, we should then de
cide what it was necessary for us to 
do. He seemed quite prepared for this 
announcement, and made no criticism 
upon It.

He said French opinion was calm, 
but decided. He anticipated a de
mand from Germany that France 
would be neutral while Germany at
tacked Russia.
France, of course, could not give; she 

help Russia if Russia

No. 99.
Sir F. Bertie to 8lr Edward Grey.

(Received July 30.)

b

83. No. 103.
8lr Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan.
(Telegraphic).
London, Foreign Office, July 30, 1914.

German Ambassador informs me 
that German Government would en
deavor to influence Austria, after tak
ing Belgrade and Servian territory in 
region of frontier, to promise not to 
advance further while Powers endeav
ored to arrange that Servia should 
give satisfaction sufficient to pacify 
Austria.
of course, be evacuated when Austria 
was satisfied. I suggested this yes- peace, 
terday as a possible relief to the sit- would deliberate as to the measure 
uation, and, It it can be obtained, I which they would be prepared to take 
would earnestly hope that it might be in common. If those measures involv

' ed action the two Governments would 
take into immediate consideration the 
plans of their General staffs and would 
then decide as to the effect to be giv
en to those plans. Yours, &c .

PAUL CAMBON.

• to Sir Edward
; to tell him also 

here approach-
y.
July 29).

July 29, 1914. 
juested by Prime«i 
to you expression 
ide for the state- 
de on the 27th in-’i 
of Gemmons. No. 90.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goechen 
London Foreign Office, July 29, 1914.

Sir: In addition to what passed with 
the German Ambassador this moning, 
as recorded in my telegram of the 
29th July* to your Excellency, 
the Ambassador a copy of ISr Rennell 
Rodd’s telegram of the 28th July** 
and of my reply to it*** I said I had 
begum to doubt whether even a com
plete acceptance of the Austrian de
mands by Servla would now satisfy

other the question whether both Gov
ernments should act together im order 
to prevent aggression

$4. Territory occupied would.
o Sir E. Goechen»

lice, July 29, 1914. 
mssador has been 
lerman Chancelle» 
he-ris endeavoring 
a Vienna and St.
hopes with good 

id Russia seem to 
, and he is endeav- 
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It. Petersburg -the 
i of Austrian pro- 
I told the Germany* 

i agreement arriv^- 
i Austria and Rus- 
lest possible solu- 
13 no proposal as 
i prospect of that, 
this morning was 
overnraent had de- 
>n of the Russian 
9 Austrian Ambas- 
iurg should be au«( 
directly with the 

>r Foreign Affair» 
eg the Austro-Ser-; 
press correspond
it^ had been told 
iment would mob- 

Government hac# 
favorable In prin- 

atween Russia and 
They seemed to 

r method of con* 
in, or discussion, 
is a quarte in Lon- 
thod. 1 urged that 
iment should sug- 
{ which the Infilt
rons could be used 
war between Aus- 
•unce agreed. Italy 
Irea of mediation 

ace was ready to 
>n by any method 
l suggest, if mine 

In fact, media
te into operation 
Germany thought 

nany would “pres», 
aterests of peace.

or preserve 
If so, tbe two Governments

agreed to suspend further military 
preparations on all sides.

Russian Ambassador has told me of 
condition laid down by M. Sazonof, as 
quoted in 
July,* and 
fled, but if Austrian advances were 
stopped after occupation of Belgrade,
I think Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs’ formula might be changed to 
read that the Powers would examine 
how Servia could fully satisfy Aus
tria without impairing Servian sov
ereign rights or independence.

If Austria, having occupied Bel
grade and neighboring Servian terri
tory, declares herself ready, in the 
interest of European peace, to cease 
her advance and to discuss how a 
complete settlement can be arrived 
at, I hope that Russia would also con
sent to discussion and suspension of 
further military preparations, provid
ed that others Powers did the same.

It is a slender chance of preserving 
peace, but the only one 1 can suggest 
If Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
can come to no agreemnt at Berlin. 
You shoùld inform Minister for For-

your telegram of the 30th 
fears it cannot be modi-

BNCLOSURE 3 IN NO. 105.
French Minister for Foreign Affaire 

to M. Gambon.
(Translation.)

The Germam Army had its advance 
posts on our frontiers yesterday (Fri
day.) German patrols twice penetrat
ed on to our territory. Our advance 
posts are withdrawn to a distance of 
10 kilometers from the frontier. The 
local

Affairs had said to
popu.ation is protesting againet 
thus abandoned to the attack 
enemy’s army, but the Govern

ment wishes to make it clear to publit 
opinion and to the British Government 
that in no case will France be the ag
gressor. The whole 16th corps from 
Metz 
from
the frontier at Metz on- the Luxem
burg side. The 15th army corps from 
Strassburg has closed up on the fron 
tier. The inhabitants of Alsace-Lo 
raine are prevented by the threat of 
being shot from crossing the frontier, 
Reservists have been called back to 
Germany by tens of thousands. This 
is tbe last stage before mobilization, 
whereas we have not called out a 
single reservist.

As you see. Germany has done it. 
uid add that all my information

bel ng
theof

m4Vwh.=h°r h‘heh.^rafae?re?'fo„nde« Va°kVh™lratlon, Tr Ms information that the 
troops are concentrated

side while , reinforced by a part of the 8th 
Treves and Cologne, is occupyingAustria had a free hand to go to any 

length she pleased. That would not 
be mediation, it would simply be put
ting pressure upon Russia in the inter
ests cf Austria. The German Ambas
sador said the view of the German 
Government was that Austria could 
n-ot by force be humiliated, and could 
not abdicate her position as a Great 
Power. I said I entirely agreed, but 
It was not a question of humiliating 
Austria, It was a question of how far 
Austria meant to push the humilia
tion of others. There must, of course

echo at Vienna. gun
I said at the same time that we departure on the strength of a rumoz 

were quite ready to accept the propo- that Austria would declare war In 
sal for a conference of the four pow- reply to mobilization. He now hopes

that something may yet be done to 
prevent war with Austria.

ers, a proposal with which, apparent
ly, Germany was not in entire sym
pathy.

I told him that. In my opinion, tbe 
best manner of turning to acount the 
most suitable methods of finding a 
peaceful solution would be by arrang
ing or a parallel discussions to be 
carried on by a conference of the 
four powers—Germany, France, Eng
land and Italy—and by a direct ex
change of views between Austria-Hun
gary and Russia on much the same 
lines as occurred during the most 
critical moments of last year’s crisis.

I told the Ambassador that, after 
the concessions which had been made 
by Servia it should not be very diffi
cult to find a compromise to settle 
the other questions which remained 
outstanding, provided that Austria 
showed some good-will and that all 
the powers used their entire Influence 
in the direction ot conciliation.

eign Affairs. 
•See No. 97.

(No. 97).
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.

(Received July 30.)
No. 104.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie. 
(Telegraphic).
London, Foreign Office, July 30, 1914.

You should inform the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of my telegram to Sir 
G. Buchanan of today,* and say that 
1 know that he has been urging Rus
sia not to precipitate a crisis, 
he may be able to support this last 
suggestion at St. Petersburg.

•See No. 103.

(Telegraphic).
St. Petersburg. July 30, 1914. 

French Ambassador and I visited 
for Foreign Affairs this No. 100.

Sir R. Rodd to Sir Edward Grey.
(Received July 30.)

Minister
morning. His Excellency said that 
German Ambassador had told him yes
terday afternoon that German Gov
ernment were willing to guarantee 
that Servian integrity would be re
spected by Auetria. To this he had 
replied 'hat tills might be so. but 
nevertheless Sèrvia would become 
an' Austrian vassal, just as, in simi
lar circumstances, Bokhara had be
come a Russian vassal. There would 
be a revoluiton in Russia it she were 
to tolerate su£h a state of affairs.

M. Sazonof told us that absolute 
proof was in possession of Russian 
Government that Germany was mak
ing military and naval preparations 
against Russia—more particularly in 
the direction of the Gulf of Finland.

German Ambassador had a second 
interview with Minister for Foreign 
Affairs at two a m., when former com
pletely broke down on seeing that 
war was inevitable. He appealed to 
M. Sazonof to make some suggestion 
which lie could telegraph to German 
Government as a last hope. M. Saz
onof accordingly drew up and handed 
to German Ambassador u formula in 
French, of which following is trans
lation : .

“If Austria, recognizing that her 
conflict with Servla has assumed 
character of question of European in
terest, declares herself ready to elim
inate from
which violate principle of sovereign- 

Vlenna, July 29„ 1914. tv of Servia, Russia engages to slop 
I learn that the mobilization of Rus- au military preparations." 

sian corps destined to carry out oper- Preparations for general mobiliza- 
ations on Austrian frontier has been tion will be proceeded with if this 
ordered. My informant is Russian proposal is rejected by Austria, and 
Ambassador. Ministry for Foreign inevitable result will be a European 
Affairs here has realized, though war.
somewhat lato in the day, that Rus- Buc-h a pitch that if Austria refuses 
sia will not remain indifferent in pres- to make a concession Russia cannot 
ent crisis. 1 believe that the news of hold hack, and, now that she knows 
Russian mobilization will not be a sur- that Germany is arming, she can hard-
prise to the Ministry, but so far it is iy postpone, for strategical reasons, er recover. .

generally known In Vienna this converting partial into general mob- The Chancellor also in effect asks
evening. Unless mediation which iiization. (us to bargain away whatever oblig»
German Government declared them- --------- tions or interest we have as regards
selves ready to offer in concert with No. 98. . ilianeutrallty of Belgium. We could
three other Great Powers not imme- Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edwdrd Grey, not entertain that bargain either.
dlately Interested in tile Austro-Ser- 1L I Received July 1)0.1 Having said so much, it Is unneces- stood that such consultation does not
vlan dispute be brought to bear forth (Telegraphic i sary 10 examine whether the prospect restrict the freedom of either Goi'ern-
with, irrevocable steps may be taken Berlin. July 30, 1914. ot a future general neutrality agree- ment.to decide at any future time
In present temper of this country. Secretary of State Informs me that ment between hnglanil and Germany whether or not to assist tne other by
German Ambassador feigns surprise immediately on receipt of Prince Licit- ottered positive advantages sufflclent armed force. \\e have agreed that
that Servian affairs should be such nowsky’s telegram recording his last to compensate us for tying our hands consultation between experts .s not. 
interest to Russia. Both my Russian conversation with you he asked Aus- now . We must preserve our full and ought not to be regarded as, an 
and French colleagues have spoken tro-Hungarian Government whether ireedom to act as circumstances may engagement that commits cither Lov- 
to him today. Russian Ambassador they would be willing to accept medi-'seem to us to require in any such un- ernment to action in a contingency 
expressed the hope that it might still ation on basis of occupation by Aus- j favorable and regrettable development that has not arisen and may never »P-'V '
be possible to arrange matters, and trlan troops of Belgrade or some oilier of the present crisis as the Chancellor j arise, ^e disposition, for instance, whether you have re
explained that it was Impossible tor point and issue their conditions from ! contemplates. of the French. affil British fleets re- do Lerman Cc'
Russia to do otherwise than take an there. He has up till now received , You should speak to the Chancellor Bpectively at the present moment Is celved a mulicatio^wWch
interest in the present dispute. Rus- no reply, but he 4’ears Russian mob-j in the above sense, and add most earn- not based upon an engagement to co- ernment 1to hecommux 
sia. he said, had done what she could iiization against Austria will have In- estly that one way of maintaining operate in war. ! A°UWM<lnr in I ondon asking wheth-
alrèady at Belgrade to induce Servian creased difficulties, as Austria-Hun- good relations between England and You have, howexer, Pointed out .Ambassador ' ’ thod"bv
Government to meet principal Ans- gary, who has as yet only mobilized Germany is that they should continue that. If either Government had grave er they could suggest 
triait demanda In a favorable spirit; against Servia. will probably tind it to work together to preseve the peace teas'™ to expect an unprovoked at-1 wMeh the tour Powers could use their 
if approached in a proper manner he necessary also against Russia. Sec- of Europe; if we succeed in this ob- tack by a third Power, it might be-' mediating -.0= informed ia<n nirht 
thought she would probably go still retary of State says if you can sue- j ject. the mutual relations of Germany come essential to know whether it and Austrta. T was Informed last night 
further in this direction. But she was ceed lit getting Russia to agree to, and England will, I believe, be ipso could in that event depend upon the that they had not had time to send an 
justly offended at having been com- above basis for an arrangement and facto Improved and strengthened. I’or armed assistance of the other. answer vet. ; ' ^An>,
pletely ignored, and she could not in persuading her in the meantime that object. His Majeaty » Government I agree that, if either Government quiry Irom the k>enth Ambass«lor
consent to be excluded from the set- to lake no steps which might be re- will work In that way with all slaceri- had grave reason to expect an unpr,. as to whetherJha ImperlM Oovera;
tlement German Ambassador said garderl as an act of aggression against ty and good-will. xoked attack by a third Powet, or ment had prop
tha" U proposals were put forward Austria he still sees some chance that And I will say this if the peace something that threatened the general tion. lie Secretary of State said that 
which opened any prospect ot possi- European peace may be preserved. of Europe can be preserved, and the peace, it should immediately discuss he felt that time 1 dirprt
ble acceptance by both sides he per- He begged me to Impress on you present crisis safely passed, my own with the other whether both Govern- communicating with Vienna direct,
sonallv thought that Germany might difficulty of Germany's position in endeavor will be to promote some ar- ments should act together to prevent and that he had asked the Ans ro-H m-
consent to act as mediator in concert view of Russian mobilization and mil- rangement to which Germany could aggression and to preserve peace, garian Government what would satis-
with the three others Powers. itary measures which he hears are be a party, by whiclr’she could be as- i and, it so, what measures tiny would ly them.

I gather from what Russian Am-1 being taken in France. Beyond recall su red that no aggressive or hostile ; be prepared to take in common. H yet been returned,
bassador said to me that he is much of officers on leave—a measure which 1 policy would be pursued against her these measures involved action, the The < haurellor told me last night 
afraid o ftlie effect that any serious lmd been officially taken after, and or her allies by France, Russia, and plans of the General staffs would at that he was pressing the button as 
engagement may have upon Russian not before, visit of French Ambassa-1 ourselves, jointly or separately. I once he taken into consideration, and hard as he could and that he was not
nubile opinion I gathered, however, dor yesterday—Imperial Government have desired this and worked for it, the Governments would then decide sure whether he had not gone to far
1 v long wav to had done nothing special in wav of as far as 1 could, through the last what effect should be given to them, jin urging moderation at \ ienha that

military preparations. Something, Balkan crisis, anti, Germany having Yours, &c.,^ ^ i matters had been precipitated rather
however, would have soon to be done, a corresponding object, our relations L. GREY. than otherwise.

See No. 84.

goes to show that the German prepar
ations began on Saturday, the very 
day on* which«rthe Austrian note was 
handed in.

These fac^. added to those contain 
ed in my telegram of yesterday, wil. 
enable you to prove to the British 
Government the pacific intentions ol 
the one party and the aggressive in
tentions of the other.

Paris, July 31. 1914.

be some humiliation of Servia, but 
Austria might press things so far as 
to involve the humiliation of Russia. (Telegraphic).

Rome, July 30. 1914. 
Ambassador told me lastThe German Ambasadors said that 

Austria would mot take Servian ter
ritory, as to which 1 observed that, 
by taking territory while leaving nom
inal [Servian independence. Austria 
might turn Servia practically into a 
vassal State, and this would affect 
the whole position of Russia In the 
Balkans.

German
night that he thought that Germany 
would be able to prevnt Auetria from 
making any exorbitant demands If 
Servla could be induced to submit, 
and to ask for peace early, say, as 
soon as the occupation of Belgrade 
had been accomplished.

I made to his Excellency the per
sonal suggestion that some formula 
might be acceptable for an exchange 
of views.

I see, however, that you have al
ready made this suggestion.

No. 105.
Sir Edward Gr

London, Foreign 
Sir: M. Gambon 

day of the letter 1 had written to him 
two years ago, in which we agreed 
that, if the peace of Europe was seri
ously threatened, we would discuss 
what we were prepared to do, I in
close for convenience of reference 
copies of the letter in question and 
of M. Gambon's reply. He said that 
the peace ot Europe was never more 
seriously threatened than It was now. 
He did not wish to ask me to say di
rectly that we would intervene, but 
he would like me to say what we 
should do if certain circumstances 
arose. The particular hypothesis lie 
had in mind was an aggression by 
Germany on France. He gave me a 
paper, of which a copy is also inclos
ed, showing that the German military 
preparations were more advanced 
and more on the offensive upon the 
frontier than anything France had 
yet done. He anticipated that the 
aggression would take the form of ei
ther a demand that FYance should 
cease her preparations, or a demand 
that she should engage to remain neu- 

in tral if there was war between Ger
many and Russia. Neither of these 
things could France admit.

I said that the Cabinet was to meet 
tomorrow morning, aiul I would see 
him again tomorrow afternoon. I am, 
&c.,

to Sir F. Bertie.
July 3jU, 1914.

ey to t
Office.This assurance, ce, jui> .. 

reminded"185.
was bound to 
was attacked.

I am, &c.,
Sir Edward Greyy
July 29.) I observed that there was damger 

of European conflict it was impossible 
who would not be drawn Into
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( Received July 31.)E. GREY. to say
it. Even the Netherlands apparent'.y 
were taking precautions.

The German Ambassador said em
phatically that some means must be 
found of preserving the peace of 
Europe. I am &c.

3. July 29, 1914. 
dl upon the Chan- ^ 
s Excellency had .7 
Potsdam.

uid Austria be at- 
a European con- 

e feared, become 
• German's obllga-i 
lly, in spite of Ms 
> maintain peace., 
o make the follow- 
Brltish neutrality, 
clear, so far as he 
he main principle 
•itish policy, that 
i never atand by 
be crushed in any 

t be. That, how-j 
iject at which Ger- 
ided that neutral- 
vere certain, everyi 
given to the Brit- 

at the Imperial 
it no territorial ac-. 
xpense of France j 
victorious in any!

Excellency about 
, and he said thafci 
;lve a similar un- 
spect. As regard» 
is Excellency said 
irmany’a adversary 
ntegrity and neu* 
lerlands, Germany 
his Majesty's Gov- 
ce that she would1 
?nded upon the ac- 
it operations Ger- 
ced to enter upon 
ben the war waa^ 
rlty would be re-] 
not sided against

< (3) M. Sazonof to Count Benckendorff. 
(Telegraphic).

St. Petersburg, July 16 (29), 1914. 
At the time of my interview with 

the German Ambassador, dealt with 
In my preceding telegram, I liad not 

Scliebeko’s telegram

(Telegraphic.)No. 88.
8ir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen.

London Foreign Office, July 29, 1914.
Sir: I told the German Ambassador 

this aflernoon of the information that 
I had received, that Russia had In
formed Germany respecting her mob
ilization. I also told him of the comiu>w- 
munlcatlon made by Count Bencken- 7 
dorff, that the Austrian declaration oftr 
war manifestly rendered vain any di
rect conversations between Russia 
and Austria. I eaid that the hope built 
upon those conversations by the Ger
man Government yesterday had dis
appeared today. Today the German 
Chancellor was working in the inter
est of mediation 1n Vienna and St. 
Petersburg. If he succeeded, well and 
good. If not, it wae more important 
than ever that Germany should take 
up what I had suggested to the Ger- 

Ambaseador this morning, and

Rome, July 30, 1914.
1 learned from the Minister for For

eign Affairs, who sent for me this ev
ening. that the Austrian Government 
had declined to continue the direct 
exchange of views with the Russian 
Government. But he had reason to 
belleVe that Germany was now dispos
ed to give more conciliatory advice to 
Austria, as she seemed convinced that 
we should act with France and Rus
sia. and was most anxious to avoid is
sue with us.

He said he was telegraphing to 
the Italian Ambassador at Berlin to 
ask the German Government to sug
gest that the idea of an exchanpe of 
views between the four Powers 
should be resumed in any form which 
Austria would consider acceptable. It 
seemed to him that Germany might 
invite Austria to state exactly the 
terms which she would demand from 
Servia. and give a guarantee that she 
would neither deprive her of independ 

territory. It would 
be useless to ask for anything less 
than was contained in the Austrian 
ultimatum, and Germany would sup- 

ENCLOSURE 1 IN NO. 105. Port no Proposa! that did not imply
1 MX6x*-U912 ontoeMW hand, ascertain from Rusi
lb Dear xmbassadort' ’ sia what she would accept, and once

From time to time in recent years « th« standpoints of t»°
the French and British naval and countrlea. discussions could be^ corn- 
military experts have consulted to-, uienced at once. Tlle^ n
gether. It has always been under- 80 lonS a3 Austria had r

check. He in any case was in fa>or 
of continuing an exchange of views 
with his Majesty’s Government if the 
idea of discussions between the four 
Powers was impossible.

No. 101.
Sir Edward Grey to Sir E. Goschen.
(Telegraphic).

London, Foreign Office, July 30, 
1914.

Your telegram of 29th July.*
His Majesty’s Government cannot 

for a moment entertain the Chancel
lor's proposal that they should bind 
themselves to neutrality on such

XVhat he asks us in effect is to en
gage to stand by while French colo
nies are taken and France Is beaten 
so long as Germany does not take 
French territory as distinct from the 
colonies.

From the material point of view 
such a proposal is unacceptable, for 
France, without further territory 
Europe being taken from her, could 
be so crushed as to lose her position 
as a Great Power, and become sub
ordinate to German policy.

Altogether apart from that, it would 
he a disgrace for us to make this bar
gain with Germany at the expense of 
France, a disgrace from which the 
good name of this country would nev-

E. GREY. 
•See No. 84. ** See No. 64. **See 
o. 81.

yet received M. 
of the 15th (28) July.

This telegram reports the refusal of 
the Vienna Cabinet to agree to a di
rect exchange of views with the Im
perial Government.

From now on nothing remains for 
us to do but to rely entirely on the 
British Government to take the initi
ative in the steps which they may con
sider advisable.

No 81.
Sir Edward Grey to Sir M. de Bunsen 

Ijondon Foreign Office, July 29 1914 
Sir: The Austrian Ambassador told 

me today he had ready a long mem
orandum which he proposed to leave 
and which he said gave an account 
of the conduct of Servla toward Aus
tria and an explanation of how neces
sary the Austrian action was.

I said that I did not wish to discuss 
the merits of the question betweeu 
Austria and Servla. The news today 
seemed to me very bad for the peace 
of Europe. The Powers were not al- 
-.owed to help in getting satisfaction 
for Austria, which they might get If 
they were given an opportunity and 
European peace was at stake.

Count Mensdorff said that the war 
with Servia must proceed. Austria 
could not continue to be eorposed to 
the necessity of mobilizing again and 
again, as she had been obliged to do 
in recent years. She had no idea of 
territorial aggrandizement, and all 
she wished was to make sure that her 
Interests were safeguarded.

I said that it would be quite pos
sible without nominally interfering 
with the independence of Servia or 
taking away any of her territory to 
turn her Into a sort of vassal State. 

Count Mensdorff deprecated this.
In reply to some further remarks 

of mine, as to the effect that the Aus
trian action ipight have upon the Rus
sian position in the Balkans, he said 
that, before the Balkan war. Servla 
had always been regarded as being in 
the Austrian sphere of Influence. I

No. 94.
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.

(Received July 30). ultimatum points
(Telegraphic).

propose some method by which the 
four Powers should be able to work 
together to keep the peace of Europe. 
1 pointed out, however, that the Rus
sian Government, while desirous of 
mediation, regarded it as a condition 
that the military operations .against 
Servia should be suspended, aa other
wise a mediation would only drag on 
matters and give Austria time to crush 
Servla. It was of 
all military operations against Servia 
to he suspended. In a short time, 1 

Austrian forces would

ence nor annex

Excitement Here has reached E. GREY.

course too late for

supposed, tbe 
be in Belgrade, and In occupation of 
some Servian territory. But even then 
it might be possible to bring some 
mediation into existence. If Austria, 
while saying that she must hold the 
occupied territory until she had com
plete satisfaction from Servla, stated 
that she would not advance further, 
pending an effort of the Powers to 
mediate between her and Russia.

Tiie German Ambassador said that 
he bad already telegraphed JBerMn 
what I had said to him this morning.

I am, &v.,

<
ded by saying thatI 
een Chancellor the 
had been, as you 

:g about an under
hand; he trusted 
es might form the 
standing which he 
He had in mind a* 
.greement between 
ny, though it was, 
esent moment too 
stalls, and an as- 
neutrality in the 

resent crisis might 
would enable him 
realization of hla
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(Received July 31.>

E. GREY.
E. GREY. No. 92.

Sir Edward Grey to Sir R. Rodd.
Ixmdon, Foreign Office, July 29, 1914 
Sir: The Italian Ambassador made 

me today a communication from the 
Marquis dl îSan Gluliano suggesting 
that the German objections to the 
mediation of the four Powers, a medi
ation that was strongly favored by 
Italy, might be removed by some 

in the form of procedure, 
that I had already anticipat

ed this by asking the German Govern
ment to suggest any form of procedure 
under which the idea of mediation be
tween Austria and Russia, already ac
cepted by the German Government in 
principle, could be applied. 1 »m,4o„ 

E. GREY’.

No. 89.
êlr Edward Grey to 8ir E. Goechen.

London Foreign Office, July 29, 1914. 
Sir: After speaking to the German 

Ambassador this afternoon about the 
European situation, I said that I wish
ed to say to him. In a quiet private 
and friendly way, something that was 

mind. The situation was very 
YVhlle It was restricted to t>he

Ixcelency's lnquidy 
request would ap- 
h&t I did not think 
his stage of events 
Ind yourself to any 
that I was of opin- 

i desire to retadn

on my 
grave.
issues at present actually Involved wé 
had no thought of interfering in it. 
But If Germany became involved in It, 
and then France, the Issue might be 
so great that it would Involve all Eur
opean Interests; and I did not wish 
him to be misled by the friendly tone 
of our conversation—-which I hoped 
would continue—Into thinking that we 

He said that 
tills.

change 
I said

upon this subject 
i end, I on mm un L- 
of your telegram 

xcellency, who ex- 
anks to you.

No answer had. however,

No. 93.
Telegrams Communicated by Count 

Benckendorff, July 30, 1914.
(1.) Russian Ambassador at Vienna 

to M. Sazonof.
(Tranelation.)

(Telegraphic.)..
Vienna, July 15 (28), 1914 

I spoke to Fount Berchtold today 
in the sense of your Excellency's in
structions. I brought to his notice, Tlllv
in the most friendly manner, how de Vienna, July 30. ivl.t.
Birnble It was to find a solution* which Russian Ambassador hopes that
while consolidating good relatfkis j Russian mobilization will be regarded 

Austria-Hungary, and Russia, I by Austria as what it is, viz., a clear

should stand aside, 
ix he quite understood 

(i he asked whether 1 meant that we 
Xehould under certain circumstances In-

but
86. ■ d that Russia would go a 

meet Austrian demands ott Servia.ir Edward Grey
July 29.)

ie, July IS, 1814. 
iign Affairs think» 
st for any further 
s of Servian note, 
lcat ion made today 
l regarding partial 
on page 18)

tervene.
I replied that I did not wish to say 

that, or to. use anything] that was like 
a threat or an attempt to apply pres
sure by saying that, if things became 
worse, we should Intervene. There 
would be no question of our Interven
ing if Germany was not Involved, or 
even if France was not involved. But 

f.we k^w very well that if the issue

sensibly Improved. The idea has 
hitherto been too Utopian to form the 
subject of definite proposals, but if 
this presnt crisis, so much more acute 
than any that Europe has gone thro
ugh for generations, be safely passed, 
I am hopeful that the relief and re
action which will follow may make

for it might he too late, and when 
they mobilized they would have to 
mobilize on three sides. He regret
ted this, as he knew France did not 
desire war. hut it would be military 
necessity.
' His Excellency added 

received from Prince Li

No. 95.
Sir M. de Bunsen to Sir Edward Grey.

(Received July 30.)
ENCLOSURE 2 IN NO. 105.

M. Gambon to Sir Edward Grey. 
(Translation).

French Embassy. London, Nov. 23,1 
1912.
Dear Sir Edward 

You reminded me in your letter of|

N. 108.
Sir E. Goschen to Sir Edward Grey. 

(Received July 31.) 
t (Telegraphic.i ^qrlin Ju*-.*n, 1914.
1 'Chancellor Informs m* tnat his ef- 

(Continued on page 14)

(Telegraphic).
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