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Editorial and New

ST. JOHN,

THE HIGH COST OF LIVING.

Some days ago a paragraph went the rounds of the
press showing that a barrel of apples purchased by a
Winnipeg consumer cost him 70 per cent. more than was
received by the Ontario grower of the apples. The pub-
lication of this statement has caused quite a lively cor
respondence in the Winnipeg newspapers, the seller of
the apples contending that the transportation charges
were responsible for the tremendous increase between
what the producer received and the consumer paid. The
Telegram of that city commenting on the case, Says:

“Phe middleman wastes his time and his energy
who rushes into print to lay all the blame for exces-
sive prices upon the railways and the weather.

“With a profit of 70 per cent. on a barrel of
apples and a hundred per cent, on & bushel of pota-
toes the argument is altogether too emphatic that
the real reason why there is a high-cost-of-living
problem is because there are too many or too expen-
sive mediums between producer and final purchaser.

‘If the middleman is not a malefactor of great
wealth he is at least a barrier against a lessened cost
of the family larder, The Winnipeg City Council
is being asked to approve a plan for a central market
which shall operate the whole of next summer, What
the City Council ought to do is to provide a central
maryet which shall be of permanent value in afford-
ing a convenience of exchange between the market
gardener and the man or woman who buys for house-
hold consumption.

Domestic economy is the basis of all real pros-
perity And it is impossible under a condition which
permits the middleman to wax rich at the expense of
both producer and consumer."”

There is no doubt that the cost of living in St. John
has been greatly enhanced because the country market
has fewer patrons than it formerly had. While the
charges for produce are not increased to the same extent
by the local dealers, as was done in the case of the ‘Win-
nipeg apples, the people could easily save 25 per cent, by
purchasing direct from the producer, and the latter would
also get more for his produce The great cause of the
failure of the market to effect its true purpose in the do-
mestic economy of the city lies at the door of forestalling.
The dealers got to the market early and bought all that
was best that the producer had to sell. When the house-
holder came along he did not find much that was high
class and had to take what was left. The result was
that the householder wishing to get the best ceased to go
to the market and bought from the dealer. An increased
patronage of the market by householders and the rigid

gate every street rumor brought to their attention, often
without a tittle of evidence to justify it.

Mr. Thomgs should bear in mind that even an official
administering the Liquor License Act is entitled to jus-
tice and that charges against him Intended for enquiry
should be formally made. The Standard rejoices in the
spread of temperance sentiment throughout the Province
and has always given an unqualified support to those who
are working for improving the condition of their fellow
men, In doing this, however, it is scarcely necessary to
misrepresent the attitude of the Government on this iw-
portant moral movement,

LAURIER'S INCONSISTENCY.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier launched a boomerang Which
found its mark Wwith telling effect when, with much show
of indignation, he condemned Mr. Rogers, the Minister of
Public Works, for promising a marine rallway at Riche-
lieu. If such promises are a crime Sir Wilfrid himself is
equally guilty, Instances were cited by Mr, Barnard, of
Victoria, in the course of his speech in reply to the ad-
dress, which show that the late Prime Minister had no
qualms of conscience in making promises to a constitu-
ency at opportune moments.

Speaking at St. Julienne, Quebec, prior to the last
general election, Sir Wilfrid likened the Liberal Govern-
ment to the Kingdom of Heaven, and referring to a rail-
way extension from Rawdon, said to the electors: “Ask
and you will receive.” Possibly, as Mr. Barnard
suggested, if the present Minister of Public Works had
indulged in some scriptural quotation Sir Wilfrid would
have refrained from objection.

Mr. Pugsley's propensity for making pre-election
promises is notorious, Mr. Barnard referred to another
incident a few days before the general election, in which
the former Minister of Public Works and Sir Wilfrid both
figured. Mr. Templeman was in desperate straits in
Victoria and sent a telegram to Mr. Pugsley stating that
he proposed to issue an address to the electors stating
that the Government would make Victoria “a port of the
first class by building breakwaters and deepening the
outer and inner harbors” at a cost of $3,000,000 and an
annual expenditure of half a million. He invited Mr.
Pugsley's approval, Mr. Pugsley rose to the occasion
and replied by telegram that when he was in Victoria he
looked “thoroughly into the situation and was impressed
with the urgent necessity of the improvements.” He
“heartily endorsed” the proposals. The “urgent neces-
sity,” which so impressed Mr. Pugsley, when the election
was imminent, had been brought to his attention two
vears before when he visited Victoria, yet no steps had
been taken to make the improvements. He evidently
had doubts as to whether his tardy endorsement would
appeal to the electors of Victoria and supplemented his
telegram two days afterwards with another to Mr. Tem-
pleman: “My wire was sent after I had seen Sir Wilfrid.”

These incidents, as Mr. Barnard pointed out, show the
lack of consistency and sincerity in Sir Wilfrid's attack
upon Mr, Rogers. Apparently it was a highly meritorious
thing for the Liberal Government to promise public works
just before an election, yet the Leader of the Opposition
made the ridiculous charge that an attempt had been
made to bribe the electors of Richelieu. In the instances
cited in his own case it was merély good policy.

Reference hag already been made to the extraordin-
ary amendment moved by Sir Wilfrid Laurier on this
question, He presented no evidence that the charges
were genuine; all he had to produce was a batch of parti-
zan newspaper statements, and when Mr. Rogers took up
the question of the marine railway promised the electors
of Richelieu he caused somewhat of a sensation in Parlia-
ment by the statement that it was weeks after the elec-
tion that he had heard that it was proposed that the Gov-

enforcement of the law against forestalling would soon
place the market on its former footing and increase its “
patronage far beyond what it ever was before, 'There is |
a feeling prevalent in this city, and it is growing stronger
all the time, that the cost of living i8 unnecessarily high
and that it can be decreased by the consumer trading
directly with the producer, The attempt is well worth
the making,
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REV. MR. THOMAS ON TEMPERANCE.

Rev. H. E. Thomas writes a letter to The Standard
apparently to explain his personal position on the temper-
Such a letter was scarcely necessary, as
homas is well known He is
an out and out prohibitionist, and however he may view
other aspects of the question, he always advocates pro-
hibition as the only remedy, and reading between the
lines of his letter he condemns the Provincial Govern-
ment for not adopting his views, The Standard has
made it quite clear that the present Government has given |
the people, in an amendment to the Liquor License Act, |
the very best legislation favoring temperance to be found
in Canada. The changes made in the act a few years ago
make it possible for the majority in any

community
where the act is in force to vote against the issue of
licenses The procedure has been greatly simplified and
the provincial treasury bears the expense of such elec-
tions. The sale or prohibition of the sale of liquor in
any eounty, parish, city or town, where the License Act is
fn force is entirely in the hands of the majority of the
woters.  What fairer means could be devised by any Gov-
ernment than this? Already majorities in many counties
have decided to adopt the Scott Act,and in several elec-
tions held under the License Act the majority fivored no
license, while one or two places have voted to retain
licehse, The License Act before it was amended provid-
ed for elections, but only one was ever held under its
provisions. Since the present Government amended the
Jaw there have been seven elections held and as a result
three wards in St. John city voted against license and one
in favor. Campbellton, the Parish of Lancaster, St. John,
. #and the Parish of Weldford, in Kent County, voted against
Jicense, 1If it is in the interests of temperance that
licenses should be restricted, the amendment made by the
present Government is certainly legislation in favor of
temperance. 7
It is not partial prohibition that Mr, Thomas ‘is after,
por is he particular whether what he wants is procured
by the will of the majority or against that will. Every-
one with a grain of sense recognizes what those who ad-
wvocate a prohibitory law for New Brunswick are after,
About all the constituencies at present ready to adopt
prohibition have done so, and it is to force the others,
where the people favor license under prohibition that is
the cause of such frequent appeals to the Government of
ghe Province for prohibitory law.
Now that Mr. Thomas has said that the last appeal
£0 the Covernment remains unanswered, it might be well
%o make public all that Mr.Flemming was asked to do. This

ance question
the position taken by Mr, T

| which Mr.

| for himself and another for opponents,

ernment should construct a marine railway in Richelieu.
1t would have been better for Sir Wilfrid Laurier to have
made complete enquiries as to whether the Government
had taken action in this matter and what Mr. Rogers' po-
sition in the matter really was, before making himself
the laughing stock of Canada by accepting statements
Rogers says had no foundation in fact, Appar
ently, also, Sir Wilfrid would establish one code of morals

—— 1 e o e

Today The Standard begins the publication of the
Memoirs of Li Hung Chang, the greatest statesman of the
Celestial Kingdom, and a man who, a few years ago, was
a figure of world prominence. These Memoirs comprise
a series of articles written by the Chinese statesman
during a tour of the world which he made when he was in
the zenith of his power, mentally, as well as politically.
His observations on the affairs of the nations he visited,
his comments on international politics, are of absorb-
ing interest, not only because they reveal the Oriental
view point, but because they throw many unexpected
sidelights on the recent history of the relations of the
Great Powers with the Celestial Kingdom and enable us
to get a new ingight into many of the social problems of
the time, The Standard has gecured these Memoirs at
considerable expense, and we feel their publication will
prove one of the most interesting features which has
been presented to newspaper readers in this Province for
many years,

All Liberals are not Free Traders. Attention to this
fact is called by the Montreal Gazette, which says: “The
tables were rather turned on the Liberals in the House of
Commons on Tuesday, when Sir Wilfrid Laurier was re-
minded that his political friend, Senator Edwards, was
head of the so-called cement trust, and that whatever in
the way of customs duty change helped or hurt the in-
dustry was of personal concern to him, There are other
Liberals beside Senator Edwards in the same boat also.
1t does not in a broad way make any difference what
political views are held by men who invest in an industry;
but this remark applies to Conservatives as well as Lib-
erals. It is a good thing when In a public place and in
a public way the humbug Liberal pr that Liberals
are all Free Traders who will only deal in and use import-
ed goods is efféctively smashed.”

Commenting on Sir Wilfrid Laurfer's speech, the
other day, the Toronto News says: “Sir Wilfrid Laurier
complains that a railway was promised to the electors of
Richelieu. in order to influence their action in a bye.

election. How common this became under his own Gov-
er We r ber Mr. Mareil, who was honored
by election to the Speak We know something of

Mr. Pugsley's methods in St. John. We know that in
the general election of 1908 public bribes were offered in
onethird of the constituencies. There was arrogant
and even hillarious defence of these methods. In the
case of Mr. Marcil there was the meéan and malignant sug-
gestion that he was attacked because he was French.

No need of Rubbers with
our Viscolized Sole Boots.
Let us fit you with
of Leather Lined,
Sole Boots and have com-
fort.
5.00, 5.50, 6.00, 6.50,
7.00.

Shoes and *The Worth
Cushion Sole.”

Winter
Boots

it
Thiek
Prices $4.00, 4.50,

Ask to see our ““ Hartt”

-\ STN,-Jg.H? x :

Ihe Best Qualily at a Reasonable Price

Watches for
Christmas.

One of our windows is
filled with Watches suit-
able for Christmas Gifts.
All these Watches are
priced in plain figures, so
that you can see the price
for yourself, but if you are
at all interested in Watches
for Christmas we cordially
invite you to come in and
examine them closely. We
shall be glad to tell you
about them. Every Watch
shown is fully guaranteed,
and the prices are most
moderate.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

JEWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
21 King Street, St. John, N. 8.

ILEAGUE

Sweeps,
pointg

league,

The S.

tea mu.
match,

ST.

in the
you?

towel.

On Black's Ailns M evening, the
clean sweep when
H. Warwick team, in the Commercial

four points from the T. McAvity and
Sons team. The following is the score:

Sweeps.
Fe n. . .101 87 77 2058813
Paterson.. . .87 86 99 2729023
Cosman. . . .97 8 70 26284
Sullivan. , , .94 93 77 264—88
rrison. , .83 84 71 538—7913
463 435 304 1201
Wanderers.
CGamblin, . . .83 91 76 25083138
Smith, . . . .79 79 82 240—80
Logan. ., . .90 84 76 2508313
Hanlon. . . .89 81 80 250--8313
Scott. . ., . .66 87 65 218—7223

COMMERCIAL LEAGUE.

MeAvity. . . .78 72 72 2177213
Howard. . . .79 76 84 2897953
O'Brien. . . .85 71 81 24381
Foohey. . , .81 77 80 238-—7918
Foshay. . . .73 73 80 236—7823
391 379 403 1173
0. H. Warwick.
Ramsey, . .. .77 72 93 2428023
Burton., . . .79 100 92 271—901-3
Edmanson, .83 78 76 23799
Mcintyre. . . .78 72 72 2177213
McLeod. . .. 'M Sl 81 2668513

There will be a double-header in
the Commercial ledgue this evening.

the(‘ P R. freight and C. P. R. offices

In ‘the St. Peter's Bowling League
last evening the Miomacs took three
points from the Roses. The follow-
ing is the score:

Micmacs.
Lundy « 2T 8T 99213 N
McGovern .. 6 81 80 236 9823
D. Colgan ., . 89 €6 81 236 7813
R. Colgan .. . 83 97 76 266 8013
Connell ., .. ¢ 90 97 267 8623
414 400 383 1197
Roses.
J. Hurley .. . 81 10'! 77 261 87
Harrington ., 88 8 239 7923
Noble .. ... 66 202 6713
s ... . l;tl 8 70 214 T113
M. Hurley . . 88 88 74 260 8313
388 413 365 1166
Elsie—After 1 wash my face I look

Bobby~Don't have to.

BOWLING
ON BLACKS

, In the league, made a

y took the four
fmm the Wanderers. The O.

were the winners, taking the

CITY LEAGUE.

407 422 379 1208

T. McAvity and Sons.

it doesn't, your

If

dealer, backed by
gladly retums

your money.,.

Isn't that a sincere)
way to mvite you

to try it?
EGAL
FLOUR

406 403 414 1228

Hayward team will play both

There will be no City league

PETER'S
BOWLING
LEAGUE

HOLIDAY GOODS
DIAMONDS :

AND ALL OTHER
Ete. The best obtalnable.

Popular Gems

QUALITY AND DESIGN ALWAYS CON! LERED
FIRST IN OUR SELECTIONS— J0uabi
AFTER THIS MODHRATE PRICE § JONSIDERED

Wrist Watches 4

The finest lines in Gold with 15k Flewme bands, algo in
Gold and Silver, fitted with Suede and «lotocco bands,

Mounted in the most
modern and attractive
designs, in Rings,
Brooches, Pendants,
Brﬂceletq[Enrrlngs.

For Unique Styles and Reliable Qualities
we are the Leaders

FERGUSON & PAGE

Diamond Importers and Jewelers
41 King Street,

mirror to see if it's clean, don't

1 )ook at the

Hemlock Boards

Corbin Door-Checks.

The advantages of a;door check
are so obvious that the question
is not, “‘shall a check be used ?”
but what kind shall be used.

The popularity of the Corbin Door Check is at-
tested by the frequency with which they are encount-
ered in use and the satisfaction with which their
owners regard them.

Furnished with and without Hold:Back Attach-

ment.

Hemlock Plank

We will have a hare ¢line to beat
last year’s record, but will tey to do it,
and have already made a'good start.
Enter as soon as you cdfl, 80 as to
be ready for work when
comes.

Our new catalogue gives our rates

and just the information you wan
Send for it today, 3 .

the call

SPRUCE CLAPBOARDS

Cottage Brand, $20.00

5 inch No. 1 3 and 3--6 long
$23.00 for 4,000 ft. lin.

T. McAVITY & SONS, LTD., 13 KING §T.

A POSITION GUARANTEED

'Z'o every student who enters for

& course in Bhorthand or Book-
keeping,

GUARANTEE BACKED UP.

We do not require a eent of
Luition fee until our Bmp! th:
Bureau has placed the

—— "
THE J4. R. CURRIE COMMERCIAL
INSTITUTR,

85 Unlon Street. 'Phones: Office,
959; Res., 2038,

6 inch No. 1 2nd Clears
Clears and Extras

CLEAR WHTES FOR SIDE WALS
ONLY $2.20

ALSO

OFFICE DIARIES

FOR 1913

English and American. Al sizes and prices.

BARNES & CO., LTD.

Stationers, 84 Prince Willlam Street

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF

Genuine English Oak Tanned Leather Belting,

Balata Belting.

Lace Leather and Belt Fasteners of Every Description.
Complete Stock at

64 Prisce Willam St ‘Phoe Main 1120, St John, . 8.

The A. R. Wiliams Madlnuym

Of St. John, N. B, Ltd

13 70 15 DOCK STREET, . . - - smom

- . HEADQUARTERS FOR MACHINERY IN 'nu
MARITIME PROVINCES, i

v o

.

I wear a set of artificial
try ::: wed suction plat
Each spent ' Include

chance for a Free Return Tr
Demerara, or cholce of $100.(
(lold, and each 25c spent wit
gives & chance for a Free R«
Trip to New York.

BOSTON DENTAL PARLORS "1
DR. J. D. MAHER, Prop.

Santa is

He has established his he

ters at ‘Arnold's. It's a little e
be talking about Christmas
but this is going to be such
Christings and gifts are so p
that the good old Banta decic
earlier he started the better i
be. Hadn't you better take t
and start early too? Our stock
ger and better than any ever
in this town. We have gifts fo
body, children of any age up t¢
dred can get thelr wanis &
here. Our prices are lower th
before. Bee our books, games
toys and seals.

ARNOLD’S DEPARTMENT SI
83.85 Charlotte Street.

For Schoolday Lunck

Most mothers know that {
plainer food is M Y
can't go wrong
on hand an abun?:

BUTTER.

BREA
Which 18 rich in to¢ nu
tive elements of i'a B
Canadian Wheat, nd
made in a clean, sanit
bakery.

GREAT FOR HUNGRY KN

o

HAY, OATS AND MiLL

We are now landing, ex car
John and West St. John:
Good Carleton County Hay
Manitoba, P. E. Island and
Oats.

av)

ce

wmu Mlddlings. Iun.
Cruuhod’Oan. and Corn an

Shall be very much pleased
our lowest prices, Ring us

Telephones: W. 7 or W.

A. C. SMITH &

UNION STREET.

: West St. John, N.
Storm and Barn Bla

BEST WOOL
KICKHAM & CU
7 Waterloo Stree

Murray & Gregory

DISTRIBUTING AGENT

BEAVER BO/

A Pine Wood Fibre Wal
which takes thé place of |
plaster—made in panels, any
4 feet x 10 feet.

Write for prices and sam
remember that we manufac

Art Glass and Mi

And always have a large ¢

ALL KINDS OF




