trader when the Conservatives
introduced the protective policy three years later. From
1878 to 1896 Mr. Chariton was oue of the most tireless,
and sometimes among the mest extréeme and violent
opponents of the Conservative ministry.  Perhaps the
only time when he supported Sir Jobn A, Macdonald
jagainst his own party was when he voted agalust the
resolution condemning the execution of Riel. Mr.
Charlton had more than any other man to do with
the adoption by his party of the commercial union
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PROPOSED ELECTORAL REFORM LEGISLATION.

The Electoral Reform League of Westmorland County

has worked earnestly, patiently and fearlessly to pre-
YORt €oiTUpt practices in elections within the sphere of
In least,

the League was instrumental

its influence. ome recent contest, at
in obtaining an arrange-
ment between parties until there was no bribery fund
The Westmorland
league has the active or passive sympathy of the best
element” of both and
nominally accepted by the political leaders in Westmor-
land.

principles because it would not look well to reject them,

and practically no corrupt conduct.

parties, its principles have been

It may be suggested that some assent to these

but if there is a public sentiment in Westmorland which
makes it impolitic for a party leader to refuse his as-
sent to a purity programme this sentiment is itself a
significant sign of the times,

But: it has been found that the league has not all
the machinery that is required for the operation of the
purity programme when it is accepted. Suppose that
both parties accept the agreement that there shall be
no corruption practices in a certain county, and that
votes are bought in spite of the compact, no party will
admit the responsibility, but neither will take action
against the offenders. The seat may not be protested
and so there is no one to institute proceedings, collect
the evidence, and press the matter to a conviction. It
is, of course, possible for the league itself to do all
the work, pay all the expenses and take all the risks.
But the Westmorland promoters of this movement do not
think they ought to be forced to go this far. They
have no machinery the detection of offenders, no
men whose means and leisure are such that they can
give the required time to such an investigation, Be-
sides, they believe that offenders against election laws
should be prosecuted by the public the same as other
law breakers.

To make up the deficiency, and to place this class
of legislation on a footing which they consider the proper
one, the league has had a bill prepared which has been
submitted to the Attorney General and is receiving his
mitention. The bill “respecting inquiries as to corrupt
“practices at elections of members of the legislative As-
“sembly,” does not fix penalties for bribery except so far
gg the disfranchisement eclause appli It merely
provides for judicial inquiry into elections, and reaches
uothing more than a report with direction to the Attorney

for

General to follow it to an appropriate conclusion.
The law as it is provides penalties for
these offences, and furnishes the machinery
for prosecution after the charge is made. It is the

purpose of the proposed law to bring matters to this
stage.

The bill proposes that within sixty days after a
provincial election twenty-five qualified electors of the
district may send a petition to the Lieutenant Governor,
individually stating the belief that corrupt practices
have extensively prevailed in that election, and asking
for a commission of inquiry. A deposit of $1,000 must
be made with the petition Thereupon the governor
shall appoint one or more judges of the Supreme Court
& commission to hold an investigation, with power to
compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
papers. The commissioners shall report to the
Lientenant Governor the evidence taken, and the names
of persons found guilty of corrupt practices, after which
the Attorney General shall, if there is sufficient evidence
to justify a prosecution, take the necessary proceedings
to Secure a conviction. The only penalty for corrupt
practices provided by the act is that of disfranchise-
ment for five years,

The bill follows to some extent the British Act, and
is'in respect to the inguiry somewhat like one introduced
by Dr. R. C. Weldon in the House of Commons. But
Dr. Weldon’s bill called for the disfranchisement of the
constituency in case extensive bribery should be shown.
This also is the British system. The ‘Westmorland
League does not go that far, It is understood that the
government s giving serious consideration to the mea-
sure and that either in the cowming session or the one
following amendments will be made to the existing
laws,

D
THE LATE MR. JOHN CHARLTON,

Twenty years ago Mr, John Charlton was in the
first rank of the Liberals in the House of Commons, and
wonld have been included in any forecast of a possible
ministry of that party. Sir John A, Macdonald de-
fcribed Him once as the most logical speaker and
reasoner in the House. He certainly had no superior
except Mr. Blake as an opposition speaker in par-
liament during the long period of Conservative rule,
and @s a debater he was not inferior to Mr. Blake him.
self.  Yet Mr. Charlton never became a minister,
tlogg he sat in parliament two terms after his party
attained power.  The reason for this exclusion was
never given, but it is remembered that while the party

- Was In opposition, Mr. Charlton made some sneering ref-,
erepce to Bir Wilfrid as an impossible leader, and he
promoted muth legislation which was not popular with
. the party leaders ‘in' Quebec. - In 1904 Norfolk lost a

programme. He was a native of New York, and always
had large interests in that state. He was a freguent
visitor to Washington, and was in the close confidence
of politicians there, as he freguently admitted, His
speeches on both sides of the line on this guestion were
good Conservative campaign material in after years,
When the change of government took place, Mr,
Chariton was not made a minister, but he was given
the status of a minister on the Joint High Com-
mission which proposed to settle reciprocity and all
other questions between Canada and the United States.
Mr. Charlton had first gone to Washington to impress
upon the statesmen there the advantage which they
would gain by reciprocity. As it proved the commis-
sion could accomplish nothing.

In later years Mr. Charlton gave less attention to
party matters and devoted himself largely to moral
reform legislation. This included laws relating to
seduction, the age of consent, and Lord's Day observance.
In the last twelve years of his service in parliament
he must have introduced more than a score of bills of
these classes. The most notable speech of his later
years in parliament was on the motion approving of
British intervention in the Transvaal and condemning
the Boer treatment of the outlanders. This speech is
included in a volume of Mr. Charlton’s addresses which
was published about the time that he retired from
public life,

THE PRESS AND THE MEETINGS,

Several of the visiting speakers who are taking
part in the evangelical campaign, have expressed their
the

There is no doubt that the publicity given

appreciation of the assistance rendered by press
of the city.
by the

public interest and stimulates attendance,

daily papers to these meetings increases the
The move-
ment is intended to help the people and is certainly ac-
complishing much good. Therefore the press, which
as all admit in moments of candor, desires the welfare
of the people will naturally help the enterprise. Also
it should be said that these meetings are among the
matters which have most interest to newspaper readers
in this city at this time. Therefore if the newspapers
failed to give some account of them, they would not per-
form their legitimate functions. This is the press tribute
to the manner in which the campaign is conducted.

It is sometimes charged that the daily newspapers
give more space to prize fights than to religious news,
This complaint is often carelessly made by certain critics,
who always seem to notice the prize fights, but appear
to neglect that part of the paper which reports religious
and moral movements. As a matter of fact the papers
publish much news of church work and of
religious activities generally, as even the most serious
of the subscribers are thought to be willing to read.
Most of the people who make the newspapers are per-
sonally more interested in serious questions than they
are in sport, or in the contents of the society column.
It might perhaps be said with safety that they are
much concerned with foreign missions as with the stock
market. If the St, John papers are giving unusual
attention just now to religious matters, they are in the
line their journalistic duty, and those who com-
mend the press, are entitled to their share of credit.

as

of

THE CLERGY AND THE LEAGUE OF DEFENCE.

A Canadian Defence League was formed last week
in Toronto, This is a movement in favor of naval and
military training, and especially of physical instruction
and drill in schools and colleges, Those who took part
of the

They are rather peaceable men.

{in the organization were class sometimes
Rev.

Burwash, Chancellor of Victoria College, presided.

not
called jingoes,
Dr.
Rev, Dr. Carman, Generai Superintendent of the Metho-
dist Church, moved that it was desirable to form the
league of defence. Rev. Canon McNab, seconded the
motion. Other speakers were Mr. B. E. Walker, the
well known banker, G. Tate Blackstock, the only man
mentioned who may be described as a politician, and
Professor Baker. One of the purposes of the league is
to cowoperate with the military and educational authori-
ties in introducing instruction in the schools in con-
nection with the Strathcona Trust. All the speakers
made it clear that they were opposed to war where ii
could be avoided, but were in favor of Canadians pre-
paring to assist in the defence of the Empire, Canon
McNab was among those who declared that the clergy
were delighted to give the movement their warmest sup-
port, since there was no better safeguard from war than
the power to resist attack.

PRESERVATION OF THE FORESTS,

Many interesting facts were made known and some
wholesome truths illustrated and enforced by Mr. Law-
lor in his Canadian Club address Saturday evening, Mr.
Lawlor represents a Dominion organization, and discusses
forestry questions from a national standpoint, but the
local application of his teaching was present in most
minds, since New Brunswick has in proportion to her
whole wealth, much larger forest assets than any other
province. We have, therefore, larger reward to gain,
larger losses to suffer, according as we heed or disre-
gard the advice and warning coming to us from many
teachers, as well as from the history of other countries,
and from the record of New Brunswick itself. From
what has been done and® is now taking place in Europe,
we may gain some idea of the enormous possibilities of
our original forest lands, and what may be made of land
which has been cleared and is now in the second growth.
The time is coming when a tree will be worth more
in this province than it now is in Burope.

Within the next ten years the crown land authorities
of New Brunswick must determine many things. They
must improve the forest protective service, They must
take stricter measures to prevent the depreciation of
public forests. They must deal with the export of
wood from crown lands and assist the federal parlia-
ment. in: determining a course with respect to export
of wood from private lands. The study and practice of
forestry must be encouraged, and the public must be

in the redistribution, and Mr. Charlton, who
représented the North riding, was not a caudidate,
had fafled, so that in any case he would

years most of the lumber leases on crown lands wil
have expired, and it will be necessary to determine on
what conditions operations. shall continue thereafter, In
the meantime it is highly important that the people who

d oun the sub of conservation., Within ten

Mr. Charlton
‘in mw ) ang
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MY FRIENDS ARE MEN

My friends are not the great or noble,
rich or proud,

I find them rather in the surging crowd
Of workers, sufferers, where the sin-
ners meet,

Who, when they see me coming, always
greet

Me not as alien, curious, anxious to
reform;

Whose hearts, handclasp and words
are warm,

Who know because they've felt, and
knowing speak,
Who ask not if your
what streak,
May run across it, whence or why you
came,

Nor do they mind if they may never
know your name,

If but you come among them as a
friend,

One of themselves, who if your for-
tunes mend,

Will show the way and share the good
you've found;

Not those who by a vow, a threat, or
heritage are bound,
Who came as children,
surging crowd.

Call each other men, and of just that
are proud.

blood is blue,

joined the

MARTHA PROUTY.

A Daily
Short Story

THE MEMORIAL. WINDOW

By H. H. Hudson.
John Broom had been church jani-
tor for many years. John was a little,
old, dried up bachelor. While he had
never received more than a meagre
salary, he maintained a cheerful atti-
tude toward all mankind. Everybody
loved him, especially the children.
His life proved the theory that happi-
ness is a mental state, depending not
entirely upon acquisition.
John took good care of the church,
and was always found working about
the premises. The old wooden struc-
ture had long since been outclassed by
the magnificent edifices which adorn-
ed the avenue. [That the congrega-
tion was poor and the pastor under-
paid, was apparent. .
A surprise came when the janitor
inherited an immense fortune from a
brother whose whereabouts had been
unknown to him for years. He gave
up his position as janitor. The church
needed him in another capacity. He
was soon spoken of as Elder Broom.
Perhaps his rise was traceable to the
fact Chat he paid off the church debt,
raised the preacher’'s salary and con-
tributed $1,000,000 for the erection of
a new building. Elder Broom further
more purchased stock in various well
established business enterprises, join-
ed the Chamber of Commerce and
several social organizations, and put
up at a popular club house on the
avenue. He came to church regular-
ly in an automobile and was always
ushered to a front seat.
The sad part of it was that he never
lived to see the new church complei-
ed. In a deserted place, far from the
haunts of men, on a rocky slope
among the hills, he was laid, accord-
ing to his desire; where no towering
shaft invaded its shadow among the
giant trees which tossed their heads
against the quiet sky.
The church edifice meanwhile near-
ed its completion. Its architectural
beauty was portrayed in the daily pa-
pers. The time for dedication at last
arrived. A multitude had gathered.
The great organ sent forth its melody
as the high salarfed choir sarround-
ed by oral decorations, chanted the
offertory., Prominent city pastors
graced the platform and in short ad-
dresses showed their good will. The
pastor of the new church stepped for-
ward. He assumed an impressive at-
titude. The audience walted. Then

he began:
“Brothers and Sisters: This is o
it has only

ers won from
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realized that life meant more than the
accumulation of dollars. He knew that
he owed a duty to mankind. Even in
his will he provided for the future
welfare of our church. I wish to call
your attention to the beautiful memor-
ial window which will ever stand as
a monument to his memory. Were he
with us now, my words would be out
of place, for I am sure he could ad-
dress you better than I. The window
yonder—" and here the pastor pointed
to the beautiful stained glass memor-
ial—"is an expression of his feellng
towards us.”

The eyes of the congregation instine-
tively turned to the beautiful work of
art. While they gazed in admiration,
the sun burst from behind a cloud
and the light shone full upon the
stained glass. The window had been
peculiarly constructed, and as a card
held up to the light may reveal an-
other design within, so the window
now flashed a different story. Clear-
ly outlined upon the beautiful network
of glass was the lifelike figure of the
old janitor. Roughly clad, and standing
on a step-ladder, with cleaning cloth
in hand, the image of John Broom
smiled in at them, as they had known
him in the years gone by. While to
others he had changed, in his own
mind he was still John Broom, the
janitor, and wished to be so remem-
bered.

SACKVILLE

Sackville; Feb., 11.—The most im-
portant of last week's festivities, was
the Firemen's Carnival.

Over twenty-five prizes were given
for the most beautiful, most novel,
and best combination of c¢ostumes,
Miss Jessie Ford won the gold watch
in - the voting contest and Miss
Georgina Phinney won the silver
watch. - The judges of costumes were,
Mrs. A. B. Copp, Mrs. A. E. Jublen,
and Mrs. A. G. Putnam.

About equal with carnival in the
week’s doings, was th® annual ban-
quet of the Layman’s Missionary Move.
ment, held in the basement of the
Methodist Church, Tuesday evening.
In the absence of Dr. Inch, who was
to have taken the chair, Mr. Frank
Black presided.

After the sumptuous repast prepar-
ed by the ladies of the church had
been disposed of, speeches were heard
from Mr. Thomas Shore, assistant
Superintendent of Missions for Canada,
Mr. Ona, a elequent Japanese preacher
now studying in Canada, and Mr. J.
N. Harvey of St. John, chairman of
the New Brunswick Laymen's Mis-
sfonary Movement,

A number of hockey matches have
taken place during the week. The

A daughter was recently born to Mr.
and Mrs. E. T. Blenkhorn.

Mrs. Walter Black entertained at

Bridge of five tables, on Saturday.
Among those present were;—Mrs, Stu-
art Campbell, Mrs, Fred Ryan, Mrs.
Fawcett, Mrs. A. H. McCready, Mrs.
Chas. Cahill, Mrs. A. W. Bennett, Mrs,
A. E. Jubién, Mrs. Allison, Miss Ef-
file Johuson, Mrs. Thomas Murray,
liss Richardson, Mrs. Smith, Miss
illa Esterbrooks, Mis Nellie Turner
and Mrs. Frank Black. Mrs. Thomas
Murray and Mrs. Ryan were the win-
ners of the dainty prizes. The hostess
was assisted in receiving her guests
by her mother Mrs. Charters.
One of the most enjoyable Bridges
of the season was given by Miss Effie
Johnson on Friday afternoon. The
priez winners were . Mrs. Beverley
Trites and Mrs. A. K. Jubien,

Among others present were: —
Mrs. Fred Ryan, Mrs. Charles Cahill,
Mrs. Petres, Mrs. Horace Fawcett,
Mrs. Steadman, Mrs, Thomas Murray,
Mrs., Ford, Mrs. McGinn, Mrs. Walter
Black, Mrs. Allison, Mrs.A.W.Bennett,
Mrs. Cameron, Mrg. Stuart Campbell,
Mrs. Warren Copp, Mrs. Duncan, and
Mrs. Bulmer.

Miss Johnson was assisted by, Miss
Richardson, Miss Elsie Turper, and
Miss Lila Esterbrooks.

Mrs. A. W. Bennet entertained the
younger set at a Bridge of three tables
Thursday afternoon.
Miss Richardson

entertained the

Do Your

Eyes Ache?

Or do the letters run to-
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—

L.L.Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, St John, N. B.

day evening.

Bridge Street Whist Club on Thurs-|-

About twenty-five children were en-
tertained at a children’s party at Mrs.
Aubrey Smith's on Thursday after
noon.

Mrs. Walter Black entertained the
younger set on Tuesday afternoon,

Mrs. Herbert Wood entertained in-
formally , Monday afternoon, at two
tables of Bridge.

Mrs. Josiah Wood has given out
invitations for an “At Home” from 4
to 6 p. m. on Friday.

The Bridge Club met at the home of
Miss Effie Johnson, on Thursday even-
ing.

The friends of Dr. Allison, will be
glad to know that he i recovering
from his attack of bronchitis.
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WILBUR & WATTERS.

20 WATERLOO 8T,

Mount Allison.

The trio who are to debate against
8t. Francis Xavier College in the Inter-
Collegiate Debating Series this year
are;—Mr. John Astbury, '10 (Leader)
Mr. Norman Guy, ’11, and Mr. Percy
Fitzpatrick.

A number of Hockey matches have
taken place in Copp’s rink during the
week. In the Inter-class Hockey Lea-
gue, the Freshman piled up a score of
7 to 1 against the Graduates-Seniors,
on Friday afternoon, but the next
morning were defeated by the Acad-
emy by the score of 4 to 3. The Jun-
fors came out even with the gradu-
ate seniors on Tuesday afternoon, the
score being 1--1.

Probably thte most interesting game
during the week was that of a pick-
ed team of Theologues against a team
peculiarly styled the Tabledernierle-
proofs, who proved themselves far
superior to their opponents, running
up a score of 6 to the Theologues 1.
The combination play of efther team
showed sad want of practice, although
some interesting individual plays were
made, . The game was very rough and
referee Trapnell, was forced to penal-
ize F. Smith, Mitton, Reid, and South-
gate of the victorious team. Goals
were made by, Southgate, Pazant, Mit-
ton, and Loring of the vietors and
ermel and Guy' of the Theologues.

Victors def d the A Alerts

by the score of 7—1. Port Higin won

from Sackville Bankers 4—3. In Curl-

ing Sackville won from Port Eigin

on Wednesday and the Amherst Curl-
Sackvil

of 8t. John defeated the Slchﬂlg

team by 19 points,
The Baptists have invited Rev. W.
G. Alton, of Sussex to their church.

Rev. C. B. Townshend of Bt. John, was
the preachier at both services on Sun:|
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FOR PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS {s
the crowds of bright young men and
women now in attendance,
working with a snap and earnestness
which indfeates that their work 48 both
interesting and instfuctive. Now i &
good time to enter, . . ;
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