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THE BATTLE UNDECIDED

Particulars of VYesterday’s Engagement Be-
tween the British and Boer Armies
Near Ladysmith.

TWO REGIMENTS ARE MISSING

i destruction of the enemy’s Long 'T'om

After Several Hours’ Fighting Our Troops Returned'!

to Ladysmith—Naval Brigade Did Good
" Work—Artillery Duel.

time to time gave us an opportunity to

judge of their numbers. ;
“At the height of the engageme-nt:tne

noise was almost deafening. Above the

| rattle of the musketry could be héard

the thud of the Maxims and the bang-
ing of the quick-fire guns which consigder-
ably added to the difficulties our REn
had to encounter.

“The purpose of .the
had, however, been gallantly accomplish-
ed and our infantry began to fall back.

“This movement was covered by cav-
alry. Some of the troops had to cross
open ground toward the centre and v‘;}llle
so doing they were raked with a heéavy
fire. The retirement was, however, ef-
fected without disorder or serious loss.
Our batteries: were got into positiog'ito
secure the withdrawal of others arms
without molestation, but the fortunate

rendered such services unmecessary.”
An Indecisive Raconnaissance
“The' followitig"  aecount is' from. the
Daily Telegraph’s correspondent:
“An‘indecisive reconnaissance occurred

to-day.

“Gen. Sir George Stewart White' ad-

| vanced before daybreak (Monday) with

i all the available forces from Ladysmith,

London, Oct. 30.—A dispatch has been
received at the war office regarding the
fighting at ILadysmith. Gen. White’s
message, dated to-day, '6:30 p.m., was
as follo -s:

“I employed all the troops here except
the obligatory garrison before the works.
1 sent a mountain battery, the Iirish

Fusiliers and the Gloucesters to take 1p-

a position on the hills to clear my lefl
tiank.

“The force moved at 11 yesterday
evening, and during the night firing the
battery mules stampeded with some of
the guns, which, however, I hope to re-
cover. The two battalions have not yet
returned, but are expected this evening.

“] detailed two brigade divisions of
artillery and five battalions of infantry,
aided by cavalry, under Gen. French, to
attack the position upon which the en-
emy yesterday mounted guns,

“We found this position evacuated,
but our force was

Attacked With Considerable Vigor

by what I believe were Gen. Joubert's
treops. They had many guns and show-
ed in great numbers.

“Our troops were all in action, and
we pushed .the enemy back several
miles, but did not succeed in ‘reaching
hig laager.

“QOur losses are estimated between 80
and 100, but those of the en¢my must
have been much greater, the fire of our
guns appearing very effective.

“After being in action several hours
1 withdrew the troops, and they return-
ed, unmolested to the ecantonment.

“The enemy are in great numbers, and
their guns range further than our field
guns. I G&2swbe Several guns tempor:
arily silenced, and will permanently do-
minate the enemy’s best guns, with
which he has been

Bombarding the Town

at a range of over 6,000 yards.”

The advance was made at dawn with
the object of shelling the Boers from
the position where yesterday they had
mounted a number of guns. On reach-
ing the spot, however, it was found that
they had evacuated the position. The
British continued to advance, and the
movement developed into a rTeconnais-
ance in force. The enemy were posted
on a range of hills, having a frontage
of about 16 miles.

The British ferce was disposed 'in the
following order: On the right three
regiments of cavalry, four batteries of
the Royal Field Artillery, and five bat-
talions of infantry. In the centre, three
batteries of the Royal Field ArtiHery,
two regiments of cavalry and four in-
fantry -battalions. And on the left, the
Royal Irish! Fusiliers, the Gloucester
Regiment and the Tenth Mountain Bat-
tery.

This force had been detailed to guard
cur left flank at a late hogir last night.

Gen. White's Plan of Operations

was that as the mbyement developed
the force constituting our centre, which
was disposed under cover of a kopje
about three miles from the town, should
throw itself upon the enemy, while the
left flank was being held by the Fusil-
iers and the Gloucesters.

The plan was well devised, but failed
in execution, owing to the faet that the
Boer position which formed our objee-
tive point was evacuated.

Our artillery quickly reduced the vol-
ume of the enemy’s fire, but the attack
delivered on our right flank was the
principal one, and the column was com-
pelled to change. The Boer attack had
been silenced for a time, and our in-
fantry advanced, covered by cavalry.

The enemy now began to develop

A Heavy Counter Attack,

and as they were in great force numeri-
cally, Gen. White gave orders for the
infantry to be gradually withdrawn, The
movement was carried out with great
steadivess and deliberation, under cover
of our guns, which made excellent prac-
tice.

The engagement lasted several hours
and resulted on our side in’ casualties
estimated at from 90 to 100. The Boer
loss must have largely exceeded this to-
tal.

The attack was admirably delivered by
our right, and the Boers were fairly
driven out of their strongholds near
IL.ombard Kop. It was not possible,
however, to push the success much fur-
ther, as beyond that point lay a long
broken ridge, affording every kind of
natural cover. TUnder this the enemy
took the fullest advantage. Our shells

Failed to Dislodge the Boers,

and as our infantry moved in extended
order, they came under a heavy rtifle
fire, the effect of which was soon ap-
parent, =

Gen. White, who was with the centre,

: den

, moving towards

Tinta Inyoni. Y'wo

| brigades were under Colonels-lan Ham-

seeing that“the troops on the right were
somewhat pressed, sent,to their assis-
tance the whole centre column with the
expectation of the Devonshire Regiment.
The battle had then lasted four hours,
during which the artillery fire on both
sides had been almost incessant. i

The Naval Brigade, which landed at
Durban, had arrived on the scene to-
ward the end of the fighting, and im-

‘mediateciy brought their heavy guns into

play. Their firing was magnificent. At
the fourth shot the enemy’s 40-pounders
had been knocked out of action. The
towna is now, thérefure, freed from ap-
prehension of bombardment. .
Throughout the engagement the Boers
held their ground with courage and ten-
acity, and considering the ‘intensity of
artilery fire they must have suffered
severely. - : N
The Naval Brigade.

Ladysmith, Oct., 80.—(1:25 p.m.)=The
Naval Brigade arrived this morning at
9:30, and has just commenced firing
with six quick-firing guns, with great
precision. The Boer 40-pounders, which
had again begun to.shell the town, were
temporarily disabled at the third and
fifth reports. Brisk firing is in progress
on the right and left flanks.

London, Oct. 31.—It is believed that
the Naval Brigade, which arrived yes-
terday (Monday) at Ladysmith, consists
of a hundred men from the British
cruiser Philomel, with some of the
Philomel’s 4.7-inch quick-firing guns,
firing a 45-pound shot,

T.he_ battery that was lost is probably
ohe consisting of six’ 2%-inch muzzle-
loaders and 36 mules. -
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SPECIAL REPORTS.

- .o_ >
What London War Correspondents Say
of Yesterday’s Engagement.

SR i :

London, Oct. 31.—The' Standard’scor-
respondent .with the British- forces at
Ladysmith telegraphing as to Monday’'s
engagement says: . 3

“During the opening stages of the fight i
I attached myself to the centre column.
We marched out before dawn and after
covering _three miles, halted under a
kopje to await developments.. In the at-
tack, the first shot was fired at 5:20 a.m.
It came from Lombard’s Kop, a lofty
éminence some five miles to the east of
Ladysmith. !

‘“Battery after battery went into ae-
tion and gradually the enemy’s fire slack-
ened.

For Nearly Two Hours

not a shot of ours was returned, save
when Long Tom, the name our soldiers
had given to the Boer 40-pounder, hurled
a shell which was followed with anxious
eyves towards the town of Ladysmith.

“Presently the enemy’s horses were
seen streaming on a hill to our left shel- |
tered by rising ground. They occupied
a ridge on the left flank and there. hid-
by .the serub and trees they could:
watch' the turn of events in safety and
awa’t their chance. :

“The Devonshires' now advanced to-
ward Kaffir- Kraal, under a hill, rana
thare they remained with- orders not to
fire a shot until they were called upon.
Only when vollevs were heard on their
rear and flank did they show the least
sign of restlessness, The sound of this
firing. feeble though it seemed, satisfied
vs that the Gloucesters and Irish Kusil-
iors were near and that there was no
tru‘h in :

The Story of Disaster
to the battalions after the stampede of
the Mounted Battery mules, o

“Sir George White, Sir Archibald Hun-
ter and the staff of officers watched the
artillery attack - which gave. the first
promise of realization of Gen. White's
plans.

“Soon after 1 o’clock' messengers began
to arrive with news that the right column
needed support. First the battalion of
the Gordon Highlanders. then the Man-
chester Regiment, then the Rifle Brigade,
who had left the train for the battle-
field, were sent to its assistance until
only the Devonshire Regiment, a squad-
ron of Mounted Infantr§’ and the field
hospital were left with the centre col-
umn,

“Perceiving that a change of operations
was in progress, I went with the Man-
chester Rogiment toward the right, Our.
artillery under Lombard’s Kop was em-
gaged in repelling the enemy’s attempt
to turn our flank. The Manchesters were
sent forward.to support the cavalry,
while the Dublin Fausiliers, two battal-
ions of the Sixtieth Rifles, the Liverpool
Regiment and the Leceistershires were

Beginning to Feel the Effects
of the enemy’s searching rifle fire.

“The enemy really showed themselves,
although along the ridges they lay be-
yond the rarge of our guns, they from

| wood'e infantry.

, five rounds they silenced

ilton and Howard, and another with &Gen.
Sir_Archibald Hunter went toward {ul-
wan, while two regiments guided by gMa-
jor Adye marebed on our extreme:lett
bevond the old camp. The Boers were
found to be in:great.force-at all points.

“Although we have seven batteries of

artillery, their fire
Failed Entirely to Crush the Eneny,

and the Fifth Lancers  pluckily Tode
across the enemy’s front and féigned a
retreat. This, however, failed to entice
the enemy out, the Boers only replying
with a shell fire.

“This flank attack so céveloped that
Col. Hamilton had to reinforce our right
with three batteries and the Gordon
Highlanders and Devonshire HRegiment
and the Manchester Regiment at imiter-
vals.

“Qur artillery then changed front and
a severe artillery duel them ensue_d. the
guns generously supporting the reinfore-
ing infantry as they advanced. Twoba‘x—
terias remained in action against the 12-
pournder and the quick-firers of.the Nm"al
contingent which came into action. he
enrmnv had field-pieces, machine guns and
a 100-pounder. g
; (]%nn.p\V'hite in the afternoon withdrew
his forces upon Ladyvsmith. J The l’f:ﬁﬁé‘s
on the Boer side were considerable.

A General Retirement. !

The Times correspondent at Lady-
smith says: :

“The action seemed to be proceeding
mos- satisfactorily when at 7.15; the
enemy in large numbers, with fiehd guns,
Maxims and 37 milimetre guns, began to

. ed.

develop a ‘heavy attack .on Cok Gnm—

-
“In the meantime our batteries) kept

" down' the'siege gun fire wpon Ladysmith
! with shrapnel.

“At O o'clock there seemed to be a
lull. Then as the enemy on our right
brought further artillery to bear, Colonel
Gr'mwood, who with the three advanc-
tng battalions had held the ridge for
five hoaurs,

Suddenly Fell Back

across the line wpon our guns. The 33rd

Battery pluckily pushed forward to cover ronto says ‘Canada is sending awa
Severe casualties oc--troops to help Great Britain fight

this withdrawal.
curred at this phase.

!

the Boers
their forces,

! Repoited Repulse at Mafeking.

. Lorenzo Marquez, Oct. 30.—A Pretoria’
¢ dispateh, dated October 28th, says Gen.|
Cronje, the Boer commander, announced !
there that the British garrison at Mafe-i
king made a bayonet attack on Com-
mandant ILpuw’s’ laager, near Grand-!
stapd, but were repul leaving six
~dead on the field, and it was believed,
| that many of the attackers were wound-
i
}

around Ladysmith linking

.- The,

an armistice to bury the dead. General,
, Oronje copsented to: this, the Boers as-
sisting in placing the dead in the wagons
réturning ¢o: Mafeking, S :

London, Oct. 31.—The _Daily Mail's'
Capetown correspondent says he learned
that Colonel Baden-Powell, the British’
commander at Mafeking,-has laid a rail-
way in @ complete circle around Mafe-
king, and is runnipg an armored train
arcund the . towp ready ° to meet. -the
Boers at any point. ;

i British ‘Wounded.

London, Oet. 30.—It is reported from
Pretoria that 200 of the British wound-«
ed from Dundee.have armived there and.
“have been furnished accommodations in
the state scheol buildings,

Natal Dutch Assists the Boens.

London, Oct. 31.—A dispatch to the
Daily Mail says it bhas been aseertained
that the Natal Dutch have been actively
assisting the Boews by carrying informa-
tion regarding the ' British movemerits.
It"'seems: that althongh the landings and
.departures of the troops are effected by
night, and the greatest secreey is main-
tained, ye® thé enemy somehow gets in-
formation, despite the severe censorship.

It is $so believed in Ourban that the|.

Duteh have assisted the Boers by point-
ing out British officers in the battles,
War Notes.

The leaders in the second chamber of
the states-gemeral of Holland have de-:
cided to raise the question of the Brit-!
ish war with the Transvaal during the'
parliamentary debate on the foreign af-!
fairs budget, i

The  Netherlands armored eruiser|
Friesland has sailed for Delagoa Bay
to ook after the interests of Hollanders
in Sowth Africa, : |

Zurich, Oct, 24.—English residénts in
Zurich and neighboring towns are said|
to be trying to enlist Swiss retired non-
commissiored officers for the ‘war in:
South Africa. :

The troopship. Siberian embarked a '
w®qradron of the Inniskilling Dragooms,l
with 186 horses, at Queenstown, last.
week. The officers include Prince Alex-
ander of Teeck, third son of' the Duke
of Teck, a lieutenant of.the 7th Hussars, '
who served three years ago in Matabele- !
land. I_’rimre Alexander is vo]uuteerin,gI
for service once more in South Africa. |
Sardinian Ready for Emergency. |
Chicago, Oct. 28.—A special from To-'
¥ 1,000
the
They go by steamer from Que-’

Boers.

“The 5H3rd Battery held on against a bee, going wy Cape of Good Hope. As

cross fire of rifles and quick-firing guns
until the infantry were clear. 'The teams
of the two guns were damaged and the

| battery eventually retired to make up

the teams being sent to extnicate the two
guns,

“Phe cavalry remaining unsupported
were forced to fall back also.

“Then began a general retizement on
Liadysmith. The guns which had been
covering the Devonshire Regiment
stoutly covered the final withdrawal.

. The enemy did not press, -but showed

themselves in their position
In Great Numbers,

only to find that the Naval Brigade from
the Powerful had arrived. Two quick-
fire guns were placed in position and in
the enemy’s
forty-pounder.

“The troops were back in Ladysmith
by 2 o’clock in the afternoon.

“The casualties caused by the enemy’s
artillery were not severe. The mountain
battery on the left reported that it had
a stampede of guns.

“Our artillery, cavalry, mounted in~
fantry and volunteer cavalry behaved
spiendidly in difficult circumstances.

“Dr. Jameson and Sir John Willough-
by arrived to-day and were spectitors of
the action.”

Boer Tactics.

London, Oct. 31.—The engagement at
Ladysmith, which despite -the. .rather
heavy losses, must be regarded rather as
an extended reconmaissance or skirmish
than a battle, seems to make little change
in the actual position.

It is disappointing to the British pub-
lic as again revealing tactical skill of an
unexpectedly high order on the side of
the Boers. In addition to the possession
of a number of heavwy guns, the trans-
portation of which causes wonderment
!)tere, they have available marvellous abil-
ity.

Unless commanded by skilled ‘European
officers. ‘it is hardly considered probable
that Boer farmers would have assumed
a feigned position, as they evidently did,
In front of the right column, with the
intention of retreating from it to the
real line of defence, and of inducing the
British attack over a fire-swept zone.

The specia” dispatches deseribing the
engagement fail to confirm Gen, White’s
account that the Boers were pushed back
several miles, and the only conclusion
that can be arrived at is that the action

' was extremely inconclusive.

Sir( Redvers Buller
the scene of fighting until the end of
this week. In the meantime Gen. White
will need a" his resources to prevent

cannot arrive at

i foreing

it ‘has been reported here since arrange-
men't's were made to send the troops that
President Kruger bas granted letters of
marque to French privateers, permitting
them to prey on British commerce and
attack British warships some anxiety
has been felt lest attack should be made
on the steamship Sardinian, carrying the
Canadian troops. §

I'n view of such contingencies, the Can-'
‘:uh.:l‘n minister of militia has decided to
ejuip tha Sardinian with two or three
ra}nd—_ﬁrv guns. The regiment will take
with it two Maxims and 169.000 rounds
of ammunition, and it is believed it can
holdl its own against any enemy on the
sea it may meet, {

S —— {
|

CANADIAN BREVITIES. '

pa ———
fAssociated Press.) |

Hamilton, Oct. 31.—John M. Stewart, *
for twenty years a buyer of wood for
Vallance & Co., is dead.

.Whit-by, Oct. 31.—Acting upon instrue.
tions from the Ontario ‘government, '
Crown Attorney Farwell has instituted
prpceedings against parties charged
with corrupt practices at the recent
South Ontario election. ; i

Ottawa, Oct. 81.—A Conservative ral-
ly here' last night was addfessed by Sir
Charles Tupper, who took ecredit for
the government to act in the
Transvaal matter. He also credited the
Conservative .party for building the C.P,
R., bringing about confederation, and
the national policy. Speeches of a like
character were also delivered by Messrs.
Foster, Wallace, White and Bergeron.

Joseph Renaud, a section man, was
killed in the Canada-Atlantic yards this
morning. i
: Kingston, Oct. 31.—There was a slight
mprovement in the condition of Sena-
tor Sullivan last night.

Toronto, Oet. .31.—The

provincial

t board of health has been informed of®

a serious outbreak of typhoid in Oneida
township. One family lost five mem-*
bers.

_A peculiar accident occurred to En-
gineer Murray of the C.P.R., who dis-
appeared from a freight train near Lea-
side Junction yesterday, -oil-can-"in

i hand, and remembers nothing of what
happened between that' time and the ;
time he was found walking on the track '
near Toronto Junection. He had some !
!)rn.ises on his head, but nd other in-

juries.

Sherbrooke, Oct.' 31.—Hon. John Me-
Intosh was chosen this afternoon by :
Conservatives to contest Sherbrooke
county, to replace Hon. W. B. Ives, de-'
ceased.

. Gregor, Lieut.

‘Matthews.
"and Silver and

i Wallace, Capt. Duncan,

A BRITISH DISASTER

reconnoissance !

Royal Irish Fusiliérs, the Gloucester-
sh re Regiment and a ountain
Battery Surrounded.

.THEY CAPITULATED AFTER

. . dispateh  adds. that .on 1
i morning Colonel Baden-Powell asked. for. "

" HEAVY SLAUGHTER

Two Thousand [len and Forty-two Officers
Are Now. Prisoners--British Loss
Is Unknown:

ANOTHER BATTLE NOW IN PROGRESS

White May Retite 1o Pietermaritzburg--Second Army
Corps Ordered to Be in Readiness--Commander
in Natal Accepts Responsibility. =

(Assoclated Press.)

lstruc&ing forts around Kimberley for the

London, . Oect. 31.—The war  office has ' purpose of shelling the toavn.

received a dispateh from General White,

commanding the British forces at Lady-|

smith, reporting ' that the Royal Irish
Fusiliers, No, 10 Mountain Bdttery, and
the Gloucestershire Regiment,® were sur-
rounded in the hills by the Boers, and,
after losing heavily, were obliged to capi-
tulate,

General White adds that the casualties
have not yet beem ascertained.

White's Dispatch o

London, Oct. 31.~The following'is the
text- of General White's dispateh to the
war office:

“Ladysmith, Oct. 30, 1.35 p.m.—I have
tb report a disaster to the column sent
hy- me to take a position on-a hill to
guard the left flank of the troops.

«“In these operations to-day the Royal
Irish Fusiliers, No. 10 Mountain Bat-
tery, and the Gloucestershire Regiment,
were surrounded in the hills, and after
The
casualties have not vet been ascertain-
ed.

"“A man of the Fusiliers, employed as
of
of
to

losihg heavily, had to capitulate.

hespital orderly, came in under a flag
truce with a letter from the survivors
the column, who asked for assistance

tbury the dead.

“T fear there is no doubt of the trnth
of the report.

“1 rormed a plan in the carrying out of
which fhe disaster occurred, and I am
There is

no blame whatever to the troops, as the

a'one respousible for the plan,

position was untenable.”
List of Officers.

White,

patch says:

General in a subsequent dis-

The following is a list of the officers
taken prisoners to-day:

Staff-Muajor Adie.

Irislh Fusiliers—Col. Carleton, Major
Munn, Major Kinecaid, Capt. Burrowes,
Capt. Rice, Capt. Silver, Lieut, Heard,
Lieut. Southey, Lieut. Phipps, Lieut. Me-
Lieut., Kelly,
Liéut. Dooner; Lieut. Kentish, Lieut.
Kinahan, Lieut, Jeudwine and Chaplain
Of the above Captains Rice

Lieut. Dooner

Homes,

were

wounded.
Gloucestershire

Humphrey,

Major
Major

Regiment —
Major Capelgure,
Capt. Comner,
Lieut, Bryant, Lieut, Nisbet, Lieut. Ing-
Tilam, Lieut, s:Davy, Lieut. Knox, Lieut.

Temple: Lieitt. Radice, : Lieut. = Bruel,

' Lieut. Hill, Lieut. Short, Lieut. Smith,

Lient. Mackenzie, Lieut. Beasley, Lieut.
Gray. Of the above Captains Duncan
and 'Conner were wounded,

Royal Artillery—Major Bryant.

Mountain Battery — Lieut.  Wheeler,
Lieut. Nigent,. Lieut. Moore and Lieut.
Wel;b.

", Preparing to Shell Kimberley.
Capetown, Oct. 31.—It is reported from

Boer Casualties.

London, Oct. 31.—A special dispatch
from Ladysmith says:

“The Boecrs. suffered severely dur‘mg
the engagement, some persons estimating
their loss at from 900 to 1,000 killed and
wounded.” ;

Reinforcements to be Sent.

Lenden, Oct. 31.—The war office has *
sent the following dispateh to General
Bullery

“Throe extra’ battalions of foot and
one menntdin B&i{ti-ry. with reserves, will
leave Emngland during the course of ren
days to make geod the casualties.”

‘White May Retire.

London, Oct. 31.—Reports are current
here that Gen. White may retire to
Petermaritzburg while - the railway is
intact. There is much divergence of
opinion in military circles as to the ad-
visability of such a step.

Wha is to Blame?

At the government office no effort was
made to conceal the feeling of dismay
prevailing. One official said to a repre-
sentative of the Associated Press:

“It is inexplicable, and I am sorry to
say its moral effect is inestimable. We
have lost heﬁvil_v in many w;irs and
have had regiments almost wiped out.
but to have regiments captured, and by
Boers, it is terrible.”

The manliness of Gen. White’s avowal
that it was his fault has awakened the
deepest sympathy. An official of the
war office said: :

“It is more than likely” due to the
craze of our younger officers to distim-

| guish themselves, to obtain mention in

the dispatches, and earn the Victoria
Cross than to the fault of that splendid
Indian veteran, Gen. White, in spite of
his pitiful avowal.”

Over Two Thousand Primlym*rs.
New York, Oct. 31.—A cable from Lon-
don says the war office confirms the dis-
aster at Ladysmith Twe
regiments, the Royal

10 Moun-
tain ‘Artillery, were surrouaded,

vesterday.
loucester and

Irish Fusiliers, and -Battery

Aftter terrible slaughter two thousand
men :and forty-two efficers capitulated.

The loss, which - was
known,

heavy, is um-

}enpm_l White accepts the blame. The
war office thinks he will he able to -hold
Ladysmith, despite

the heavy losses,

and can withstand’ for thirty

days.

a siege

Whité will probably be superceded.
Mobilization of Reserves.
London, Oct. 30.—The commander-n-
chief, Field Marshal Lord Wolceley, has
issued an order for mobilization, by Ne-
vember 6th, of the reserves of the Suf

Barkley West that the Boers are con-|folk, Essex and Derbyshire Regiments,
W




