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+ “AND ANSWERS

‘What is Socialism ?

Socialism is a word having several
_more or less distinet but closely re-
Jated meanings. It is used as the
common name of a certain interpre-
#ation of history, a working-class
philosophy, an economie science, a
‘political movement and an ideal so-

‘of history regards all history as fun-
damentally a series of calss struggles
between a wealth-owning ruling class
on the one hand, and a subject work-

ing class on the other. The soecial
- istic philosophy is based upon the
" elass antagonisms and consequent
soecial divisions arising therefrom;
and postulates the ultimate abolition
> elasses through the establishment

of jalized industry d atically
" eontrolled. Socialistic science ana-
Jyzes the present capitalistic system

r

The socialistie interpretation |

| There
must sooner or later adopt the in-
dustrial form, and the tendency in
| this direction is apparent where all-
| the erafts in the building trades of a
|city join together in a federation for

is no doubt that all umions

{mutual defense. Socialists are in-
|terested -in these matters because
ithey are benefitted by anything that
strengthens their class in its contests
with the capitalist elass.

ABOUT JOB PRINTING.

In response to many enquiries for
prices on job printing, we must state
that Cotton’s has no job plant. We
have only had the use of a press
sometimes in return for the use of
our cylinder press. That’s how we
get our printing done. The constant
deficit on the paper has kept us too
poor to put in a job plant. If Cana-
dian eol will put the cireula-
tion up over 10,000, we will get the
backing for the machinery. Then we
will turn out good work at Socialist
prices, and earrying the Union Label.
Help Cotton’s to help. the
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movement.

of production, showing that h
labor is the source and measure of
3 As a political movement

‘Sodalisnr organizes the producers in-
~ 10 a class-conscious political party
%o capture the political power as a
means of realizing its ideal. Its
~ ddeal is a commonwealth based upon
a socialized industrial system.

Do you mean to state that there
are classes in free Canada 7

‘Ieu'uinly mean to assert that
- the classes referred to have existed
from the time of primitive commun-
“jsm to the present day. In all nat-
fons and at all times they have ap-
peared in a continuous elass struggle
though they have not always been
known as capitalists and wage work-
. grs. The eclasses have eonfronted
_each other as masters and slaves,
patricians and plebeians, feudal lords
and serfs, ete., aceording to the in-
dustrial development of the epoch
considered.  In effect, the man who
~ works for wages in this boasted land
of freedom is just as mueh a slave to
the employing eclass as were the ehat-
slaves of olden times to the mas-
ter elass of their day.
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Does not the word ““slave’” appear
t00 harsh a term to apply to free
‘working men ?
* That depends upon whether you
wish to be precise, or whether you
prefer to patch fig leaves for the
paked truth. The average chattel
ve was compelled by the lash of
to labor continuously
owner, for which he rectived

value his labor pro-
him alive and in work-
average wage worker
s compelled by necessity to find an
employing master who will permit
him to work ; and, when such a mas-
ter is found, is compelled by the
same necessity to serve him continu-
ously and receive at his hands a
" wage amounting to only enough ol
his own product to keep him alive

and in a condition to labor. It is
~ a harsh condition, which nothing but
“a harsh term can correctly designate.
The so-called freedom of wage work-
‘ers is more imaginary than real, for
‘the freedom to work or starve, and
to starve unless you can find an em-
ployer, is not so glorious a thing as
freedom is popularly supposed to be.
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What is the program of the Social-

movement T

=

‘The ultimate program of the move-
ment #s for the members of the work-

elass to organize themselves into
a political party and by majority vote

jure the political power which has
o0 been the exclusive possession
" the master class: then to estab-
ish 3 syster of industry in which
I who wish to' work may do so
dividing the proceeds of
industry and giving part of it

of production must be abol-
and eollective ownership estab-

[ THE PEOPLE’S POEMS |

THE ARSENAL AT SPRING-
FIELD

A By Longfellow

This is the Arsenal. From floor to
ceiling,

Like .a huge organ, rise the bur-
nished arms;

But from their silent pipes no an-
them pealing

Startles the villages with strange
alarms.

Ah! what a sound will arise, how
wild and dreary,
When the death-angel touches those
swift keys !
What loud lament and dismal Miser-
eré
Will mingle with their awful sym-
phonies ! i v

I hear even now the infinite fierce

chorus,
The eries of agony, the ‘endless

groan,
Which through the ages that have

gone before us,
In long reverberations reach our
own.

On helm and harness rings the Sax-
on hammer,
Through Cimbric forest roars the
Norseman’s song,
And loud, amid the universal clam-
our,
O’er distant deserts sounds the
Tartar gong.

I hear the Florentine, who from his
palace
. Wheels out his battle-bell with
dreadful din,
And Aztec priests upon their teocalis
Beat the wild war-drums made of

serpent’s skin;
The tumult of each sacked and burn-
ing village ;

The shout that every prayer for
mercy drowns ; :
The soldiers’ revels in the midst of

pillage ; :
The wail of famine in beleagured
towns ;
The bursting shell, the gateway

, wrenched asunder,
The rattling musketry, the elash-
ing blade ;
And ever and anon, in tones of thun-
der,
The diap of the

Is it, O man, with such discordant
noises, %
With such accursed instruments as
_ these,
Thou drownest Nature's sweet and
kindly voiees,
And jarrest the ecelestial harmon-
ies ?

Weére half the power, that fills the
~world with terror,
Were hali the wealth, bestowed on
" vamps and courts,
Given to redeem
from error, ’
There were no need of arsenals or
forts :

a

.

The warrior’s name would bé a name
abhorred !
And every nation that should lift

again

Its hand against a brother, on its
forehead

Would wear for evermore the curse
of Cain!

Down the dark future, through long
generations,

The échoing sounds grow fainter,
and then cease ; ;

And like a bell, with solemh, sweet
vibrations

I hear o-'aa more the voice of
Christ say, ‘Peace 1"
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