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THE TARIFF ISSUE |

The Speech from the Throne at Ot-!
tawa will be satisfactory to all Lib-
erals who believe the Liberal policy
should agree with the platform of the
party, for it points to at least some
tariff reductions. The Progressives also
will welcome the announcement, while
to the Conservatives it will be a chal-
lenge they will not be slow to take
up; for their policy is a higher instead
of a lower tariff.

The country at large will be glad
of the assurance that the state of
employment in the country has im-
proved and the volume of business in-
creased; and the people will heartily

agree that reduced taxation and re-
duced cost of production and trans-
portation are desirable. In obvious

reply to a good deal of criticism it
js announced that the Government an-
ticipates a balanced budget when the
present financial year closes, and the
country will welcome the announce-
ment. Believing that some immediate
reduction in taxation would be justi-
fied, the Speech forecasts tariff charges
which would lessen the cost of the
jnstruments of prodiction in indus-
{ries based on the natural resources of
the Dominion. This' no doubt refers
especially to what the farmer of the
west needs, but it may have a wider
scope. We can imagine what the manu-
facturers of Ontario and Quebec will
cay, but east and west of them are
provinces which have no love for a
high tariff.

There will undoubtedly be a great
deal of lobbying from now until the
budget is brought down. Since there
are t/o be tariff changes, many inter-
ests will want to be heard, and in
Parlinment the traditional high and
low tariff parties will line up for bat-
tle. There is every indication of a
lively and perhaps prolonged debate on
the tariff issue. The President of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association
has made many speeches in support
of more protection, and is vigorously
supported by the Conservative party
press. High tariff talk, however, makes
no appeal to the Maritime Provines.

e ee————————

TO US ARE THE PROMISES

“Jvery effort will be made still
furilier to develop the policy of Cana- |
dian trade via Canadian ports.”

This promise is made in the Speech
from the Throne. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
declared he would never be satisfied .
until all Canadian trade went through,
Canadian channels. Sir Robert Borden '

have it again, in a modified form,
while a great volume of Canadian trade
is pouring thrnugﬁ Canadian channels
end a new American port has been
added.

The Canadian National Railways are
carrying cargoes to New London, Con-
necticut, to be taken on board steam-
ers of the Canadian Merchant Marine.

St. John and Halifax meanwhile,
plead in vain for business they ought
to have, and even for such facilities
as business now available demands.

To us are the promises. To Ameri-
can ports goes the traffic. If the pres-
ent or any other Government should
believe this sort of thing can go on
with safety to the Dominion it is not
well advised.

We hear a lot about the business of
making a railroad pay. There is, how-
ever, another and more important busi=
ness, which is that of holding the
cotntry together. There is discontent
in the west, and its claims are now
getting some recognition. There is dis-
content in the extreme east, and it
is not recognized and is growing.

We must have more than an unful-
filled promise of many years’ standing.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS
Provinces which long since discov-

cost of a Legislative Council have
wondered why the people of Nova
Scotia clung to this archaic institdtion.
Whatever may have been the original
conception of its value, its record, in
New Brunswick at least, from the days
of the struggle for responsible g'ov-|
ernment down to the time of its aboli-
tion was one of obstruction of the
popular will. As a Home for the Aged
in Politics it might appeal to the
charitably minded, if it would mind its
own business, but as a necessary part
of government it has no value what-
ever, and may easily prove an objec-
tionable influence.

Of course the members are not to
be expected to show a violent geal to
efface themselves, In New Brunswick
it was necessary to appoint members
pledged to abolition before the thing,
could be accomplished. That was in
Hon. A. G. Blair's time. Attempt after
attempt had been made either to alter
or to abolish the Council, but with-
out success. By appointing members
who favored abolition and pledged
themselves to vote for it the problem
was solved.

In 1891 Hon. Mr. Blair introdiced a
_bill to abolish the Legislative Councll,
and it was heartily supported by Hon.

| was that the act would not come :into

W 5 : | Lhe sleepy old chamber to bring about
made a similar declaration. Now We | ts final dissolition. It has never been |

made, and this the House agreed to,

effect until the dissolution of the ex-
isting Legislature. The bill provided
that all powers vested in the old form
of government should pass to the
Lieutenant Governor and House of As-
sembly, but that the members of the
Legislative Council then living should
retain the honor and dignities of such |
membership for life. The following‘,
was the pledge Mr. Blair exacted of |
persons appointed to the Council to
bring about its abolition:—

“To the Attorney General and
Leader of the Government:

“Sir—Having been notified that the
Government has it in contemplation
to ask my acceptance of a seat in the
Legislative Council and to appoint me
thereto at an early date, I beg to as-
sure you that in case my appointment
shall take place I will accept the same
upon the understanding that I will
at all times vote for any measure or
measures introduced and promoted by
the Government for the purpose of
bringing about the abolition of the
Council, and I hereby pledge myself
to vote accordingly.”

There was a time when the Gov-
ernor and Legislative Council were all
powerful. So independent was the ori-
ginal Council that it sat with ¢losed
doors for nearly fifty years, and no
vecord of its proceedings was pub-
lished until 1880, The House of As-
sembly grew more insistent as years
passed, and many times when a re-
actionary Council rejected needed leg-
islation an appeal was taken to the
foot of the throme. Gradually conces-
sions were secured and the powers of
the House strengthened. In 1851 a bill
was passed in the Holise providing
that the Legislative Council be made
clective, but the Council defeated it.
The House thereupon refused to vote
the grant to pay the members of the
k,‘ouncil.‘ The latter retaliated by re-
fusing to vote the money to pay mem-
bers of the Assembly, and the latter
had to recede from their position. As
late as 1870 there was a bitter quarrel
between the Council and Assembly,
over the appointment of an officlal,
and on this occasion the Assembly had
it~ way. As time passed it was made
more and more clear that a Legisla-
tive Council was not needed as a check
upon the House of Assembly, but was
often a reactionary body preventing
the enactment of progressive measures.
fn 1891 Hon. A. G. Blair added
erough to the narcotic atmosphere of

missed, having long outlived its time.
A resolution to abolish the Legislative
Council is now before the Assembly
of Nova Scotia,- and its fate will be
awaited with interest.

GE——————

The through rate on freight via New
London, St. John and Halifax i< the
same. Why should the C. N. R. anl
the Canadian Merchant Marine handle
business through the Americt1 port?
The rate through our ports and Port-
land is the same. Why use Pa-tland to
the detriment of our own ports?

® © @

Hon. Arthur Henderson, Secretary
for Home Affairs, won by a large ma-
jority yesterday in the Burnley by-
election. He got the bulk of the Liberal
as well as the Labor vote. The Labor
Government has no fault to find with
the measure of its success thus far.

e T T

WORLD'S RICHEST SPOT.

The richest spot in the world will
be just around Wembley, London,
when the British Empire exhibition is
opened in the spring. More than
850,000,000 will be spent on cxhibitrn
buildings, apart from the pleasure
grounds and railways within the ures,
and when one adds to this the priceless
exhibits which will be brought from
all quarters of the earth, it will be no
exaggeration to say it is the richest
spot on earth. The palace of enginecr-
ing occupies 13 acres, and wouud easity
swallow the four largest railway sta-
tions in the world. More thaa 12,000
tons of concrete, and 1,200 tons of rc-
inforcing steel have been ‘usel, over
200 tons of steel were used in the floor.
The great sports stadium which domi-
nates the exhibition will accommodate
125,000 people. The authocities are
catering for upwards of 30,000,000
visitors during the six months the ex-
hibition is open.

Capitalizing a Misfortune,

A clerk in a retail clothing store
stayed out so late at night that he felt
compelled to snatch naps during stor¢
hours.

Being a relative of a member of the
firm was all that saved him from being
fired.

The manager, becoming exasperated,
enlisted the aid of one of his assistants.
The next day, the lethargic clerk found
himself in the pajama department. On
the counter before him was a sign that
read:

“Qur pajamas are of such superior
quality that even the man who sells
them can’t keep awake.’—Printers’ Ink
Monthly.

Got His Dates Mixed.

Boss—Sir, what does this mean?
Someone just called up and said that
you were sick and could not come to

Press Comment

.

AN INDEPENDENT VIEW. i
(Ottawa Citizen.)

The Conservative party in the House
of Commons is getting ready to ham-
mer on some weak places in the Gov-
ernment from this session. Some of
Premier Mackenzie King’s followers
seem to be aware of what is coming.
They want to get out while a rétreat
can be made in safety. Others are
merely hanging on in a state of apathy.
They seem incapable of giving any
support to the Prime Minister, or egen
of defending their own part of the line,
i the difficult task of holding the Gov-
ernment together.

The Prime Minister is not getting
the support that he needs from col-
leagues and members who sit behind
him. He could profitably let a few
more conservatives on the Government
side follow Sir Lomer Gouin into re-
tirement. There are younger men in
Parliament who more truly reflect
Canadian public opinion. Union of the
liberal and radical forces in the House
.is one obvious way to offset Conserva-
tive party gains which are coming to
the opposition merely by default on
the Government side.

WARNS THE SENATE.

(Vancouver Sun.)

If the Mackenzie King Government|
is sincere in its resolution to again in-|
troduce measures in the House of Com-
mons to authorize the building of
Western branch lines on the Canadian
National system, it must be prepared
to fight reactionary toryism in the Sen-
ate even to the point of nullifying the
powers of that body.

Notwithstanding the fact that pro-|
vision is made for a Senate in the |
British North America act, for Cana-
dian Senate is not and never has been
an integral part of the Government of
Canada.

"The sovereign electors of this Domin-
ion recognize only government by pop-
ular choice, and will not tolerate any
impediments thrown in the pathway
of national progress by a legislative
body that has only existed by courtesy
and a worn-out theory that elderly
statesmen should be retained in an ad-
visory capacity to government.

If the Senale is going to stand con-
sistently in the way of national pro-
gress, the Senate must go. And the
Prime Minister of Canada can very
easily acquire the necessary pPOwer to
see that the Senate does go.

THE DEFENSE OF. THE FRANC

(Toronto Globe.)

The Senate of France is confronted
with a great task and a great oppor-
tunity. It is asked by Premier Poin-
care to lay aside party politics and to
support the efforts of the Government
to maintain the value of the franc,
which is in danger of following the
Gérmah paper mark into bankruptey.
M. Poincare, with unfaltering courage,
has presented and sponsored a measure
that, if adopted, will increase the taxa-
tion of the French people materially
{o provide money with which to bal-
ance the Budget. It is more than ten
years since the ordinary revenue of
France exceeded the expenditure. The
war was financed in large measure on
foreign and domestic loans. The lat-
ter, and particularly the issues on ac-
count of reconstruction in the Depart-
ments of the North, it was hoped,
would be retired quickly upon payment
by the Germans of the reparations
provided for under the ersailles
Treaty.

It is now evident that Germany can-
not be set upon her feet financially
and that reparation payments will not
be secured until 1926 or 1927. France’s
debt meanwhile continues to increase,
and this threatens still further the
stability of the franc, already worth
less than a fourth of its pre-war value
as compared with the dollar.

The only adequate remedies are more
taxation and ‘the utmost economy in
expenditure. Both are unpopular, thé
first among taxpaying citizens, the sec-
ond in the ranks of the great host of
the bureaucracy which draws its sus-
tenance from the public till. It s pro-
posed to reduce the civil list to the
extent of a billion francs. Even at
the depreciated value of the frane, this
reduction will cut from the French
Budget a sum great enough to pay the
salarles of all of Canada’s Federal clvil
servants. So drastic a measure of eco-
nomy must have roused to active en-
mity tens of thousands of French
“functionnaires” who have been favor-
able to the former Poincare policy of

. STONE-
BEAN POTS

SE Kinp moTHER USE?

For good rich BAKED BEANS
use Wplenty of clear pork fat and
AY,

AL S BAKE in the OLD FASH-
IONED BEAN POT
Made by
The FOLEY POTTERY
LIMITED

Prepare breakfast with an electric
percolator, toastér and grill

Clean from attic to cellar with an
electric cleaner.

Wash with an electric washing ma- |
chine. Iron with an electric iron and |
froner. |

Serve luncheon from an electric chaf-
ing dish.

Sew with an electrically driven sew-
ing machine.

Cook the evening meal with an
electric range.

Wash dishes with an electric wash-

er.

Light your whole house with elec-
tricity.
“Electrically at your service.”

D. L. Hanington, leader of the oppo-
sition. It pessed the House, and the
onlv amendment the Council itself

work today.

Clerk—Ha, ha! The joke's on hip.
He wasn’'t supposed to call up until
tomorrow.—Showme.

making Germany pay and leaving the
Budget unbalanced till she did.

HARDING DOUBLE-CROSSED

(From New Republic)

When the oil investigation has bored
down to sand and ealt water, and
there are no more cabinet officials, as-
sistant secretaries of navies, “cows,”
notes and romantic Colorado news-
paper owners to be pumped up to the
surface, while the mood lasts we ought
to dig pretty deeply into the Veterans
Bureau.

Colonel Forbes, who was placed by
President Harding in charge of a gov-
ernment service which spent more than

\$450,000,000 a year, of which any-

where from 25 to 50 per cent. is said
to have been graft, seems, after the
event, one of the last people one would
have picked for the jgb.

At 12 he entered the marine corps
as a‘drummer. At 14 he was honor-
ably discharged, with his travel pay
in his pocket and some fancy tattoo-
ing on his chest and arms. At 22 he
deserted. Once in the period of his
desertion he was Fourth of July orator
at Goffstown, N. H. Four years later
he was caught and put in jail, but
reinstated on his promise to be good.
After his second discharge he drifted
to Honolulu, where he rose to be com-
missioner of public works.

He had, above 'all things, the trick
of personality, so that when Senator
W. G. Harding visited Honolulu Forbes

{won him completely, so completely

that President Harding put him at the
head of the Veterans Bureau, with
what results we do not know as we
should like to, except for the farewell
at the White House, when, says Mr.
Will Irwin in the New York World,
“the best natured of our presidents
shook an erstwhile friend as a terrier
shakes a rat and cried: ‘You yellow-
belly! You've double-crossed me
again!?’”

THE ABSENT HUSBAND

(Helen Fraser Bowes)

Here in the room that cleanness has
made still
Hy heart cries out for papers on the
floor i
And books stacked high upon the win-
dowslllL
Crowding the light for
three or four
Half sharpened pencils, pregnant with
desire
To spend themselves in words . . .
And I, who claimed
Disorder was a vice, beside the fire
Dreaming, I linger, lonely and
_ ashamed. |

space, and

My neat, well ordered chamber m.ocks
me now
With vague suggestions of a wonder
gone;
And every corner walts _\remembeﬂng
how
It echoed to the certain tread of one
Who walked here once . . . And through
the dusk, the keen
Cold comfort stabs—too silent and too
clean,

LIGHTER VEIN

Owner—‘What will it cost me to have
my car fixed?”’

Garageman—'"What's the matter with
i

Owner—*“I don’t know.”

Garageman—'Forty-elght dollars and

fifty cents.”

The Remedy |

He—"This cold weather chills me ta|
the bone.”

She—'“You should get a heavier hat.”

A Suggestion

friend of
Can’t you give me;

He—"1 was an intimate
your late husband.

something to remember him by?"
She (shyly)—‘How would I do?”

Proof
Ethel—'*Are you sure he has never
loved before?”
Edith—*Yes. He told me to go round
to the jeweller’s and pick out any ring
I wanted.”

Very Bright
Bluster—*“Do you mean to say that
I am a lar?”
Blister—*“I hope that I could not do
so ungentlemanly a thing; but I see you
catch my idea.”

The Great Defeated
Returning from Washington, the lame

days. Meeting him In front of the post
office, an old friend slapped him on the
back and raid:

*wWell, I did my share, John, I voted
for you.”

The lame: duck thanked him feebly |

and responded: “I'm at & loss to under-
stand how 1 falled of election.”

‘“Why so?”

“T ean't find anybody who didn’t vote
for me."”

GOOD NEWS FOR
IPORT OF HALIFAX

Montreal, Feb. 28—Inauguratiom of
a regular passenger and freight service
from Havre to Halifax, in addition to

that recently instituted from Bordeaux, Halifax before

duck wandered around town for several

was forecast here today by F. Laches-

MOTHERS:-

| Don’t you know you can turn

a distressed, feverish, cough g
child into a comfortable and hdj:
pily smiling one simply by giving

|CHAMBERLAIN’S
' COUGH REMEDY

| No Narcotics

i nez-Heunde, passenger traffic manager
‘;of the French Line, who ° arrived in
} Montreal to begin a coast-to-coast tour
| of the Dominion. The service will be
provided by the one-class-cabin ships
of the French Line, which will call at
proceeding to New
York.

“M agi c”’

est outlay for coal, and give long,
Come in and have a look at

| Emerson & Fisher, Ltd.

Is Toothsome—Even—Economical

Such, for years, has been the experience of thousands of
housewives who are the delighted possessors of

Enterprise “*Magic”
CAST RANGES
with their perfect, uniform, quickly-regulated draft; ideal baking

oven, ample firebox, and simple, artistic design and plain nickeled
trimmings. Eaterprise “Magic” Ranges give best results with small-

Cooking

satisfactory service,
the Enterprise “Magic.”
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ellini)

The Bard of Armagh

d’Arlequin’’)

6
i ‘[H Bacio (The Kiss)

/Aida—Ritorna vincitor
04371 Aida—O Patria mia

The Webb Electric Co.,

Phone M. 2152 91 Germain St.
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New Double-sided
RedSealRecords

10-in. double-sided Red Seal records, $1.75
Mefistofele—Ave Signor !
(Hail, Sovereign Lord) (Prologue)

(
981 !l Sonnambula—Vi ravviso

As I View These Scenes) (Act 1—
Feodor Chaliapin

083) Would God I Were the Tender

(Liebesleid (Love’s Sorrow)
93715¢rcnade (From “Les Millions

Hugo Kreisler Piano acc.~Fritz Kreisler

(Ciribiribin (Waltz Song)
| (Soprano with Orchestra)

(Soprano with Orchestra) Lucrezia Bori
12-in. double-sided Red Sealrecords, $2.50

(Nabucco-Tu sul Jabbro de veggenti

64341 I vespri Siciliani—O tu Palmermo
L José Mardones

((a) Pastorale (b) Capriccio
2ooosi(a) Waltz in E Flat (b) Etude in
C Flat “Mark Hambourg
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