13

THE EVENING TIMES-STAR, ST. JOHN, N. B, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1924

)

NEWS NOTES GATHERED FROM THE WORLD OF STAGE AND SCREEN J]

ST JOHN ACTOR

HOLDS HIS OWN-

WITH BEST OF QUTSIDE TALENT

Owen G. Coll One of the Most Popuiar Members of the
F. James Carroll Players — Has Had Wide and Varied
Experience — Father was Well Known as a Shake-

spearian Player,

Chalk up another
dlack eye against
that time - worn
adage to the effect
‘hat a prophet is
without honor in his
dwn country.

Returning  to his
vome town after
several years’ ab-
serice, Owen G. Coll
has veh that it is
possm for an actor
to cotue back to the
city of his birth and
sarly life and make
%ood. Since he came
‘0 St. John with the
. James Carroll
Players at the open-
Ing of their engage-
ment last fall, he
aas scored triumph
after triumph, so
~<hat now, in the
eyes of the patrons
of the Opera House,
“e is one of the
most valuable of
Chis troupe of tal-
ented artists.

An actor who is
well known person-
Mly to a large per-
sentage of his audi-
snce faces & much more difficult task
than one who is not. Not only must he
carry through his part in a manner
that will bring out the characteristics
)f the person whom he represents, but
2e must do it in such a manner that
1is own personality is overshadowed
oy that of the character he is playing.
{n this regard Mr, Coll’'s success has
been complete.

An Interesting Career.

Mr. Coll in his stage carecer has
>assed through practically all the
»hases of life on the legitimate stage,
Tom tent shows to musical comedy. He
ias experienced all the ups and downs
hat are often the lot of the majority
f theatrical folk, but has suffered
wothing in the final analysis. If”his
ocal successes are any criterion he has
nade good and should continue so if
he wishes of the theatre-goers of St.
ohn are realized.

In his boyhood days in St. John Mr.
Joll was seen in several amateur pro-
luctions, staged under the auspices of
‘he St. Joseph’s Society, The Neptune
tow, Club, the City Cornet Band,
nd @ther organizations. Later, he and
fohn O’'Reilly of West St. John or-
sanized a club known as the LaTour
Jramatic Club, which had several
mateur successes to its credit.

oins the Professionals,

It war with May Nannary, daugh-
sr of William Nannary, a St. John
wan, that Mr. Coll made his profes-
onal debut, joining the company in
t. John. ‘A tour through Nova
otia followed a successful engage-
ent here. 5

Mr. Coll then filled an engagement,
juring Nova Scotia and P. E. 1. with
1e Ellis Stock Co., under the direction
' the father Ed. Ellis, now one of
1e prominent stars on Broadway.
‘hese two flings at the game were
yough to convince' the St. John boy
jat the stage was his avocation and
e set his.ambitions for something
igher. 2

lits Out For New York.,

After playing a few odds and ends
ith different shows in and about
ew York he joined a musical comedy
ympany on a tour south. All the duty
at fell to him in this engagement was
play two parts, look after the trans-
srtation of the company’s baggage,
#t as property man and keep the ad-
wr.ce agent supplied with information
1d equipment—the rest of the time
as his own to do with what he
ced. But all this was good experience
1d °n his return to the U. S. metro-
>lis he landed a much better job
ith Grace Merritt, who was produc-
«When Knighthood Was in
jower,” under Shipman management.
his engagement lasted for two sea-
ns, during which the company
ured the middle west and Ontarx_o.
The next season Mr. Coll again
ured the southern states in repertory
ork and the following year went into
¢ pwest as leading man with the
Jolunteer Organist.”

ips Into Stock. 3

Mr, Coll’s first stock engagement
as during the season of 190_9, when he
ined a company in Winnipeg under
e management of C. A. Taylor, wh.o
as playing a group of shows from his
vn pen. ;
FroI:u the far west Mr. Coll jumped
Miami, Florida, with another com-
ny—the first ever to play stock
ere. The company remained from
ptember until March, and Mr. QOll
rticipated in the first Shakespe.armn_
ay ever given to a Miami audience.
On the conclusion of this engagement
. went to Montgomery, Ala,, as sec-
d man and character player and
ternated between that place and New
Jeans for a couple of seasons, fol-
wed by two more seasons in reper-

ire.
s a Breach.

While in New Orleans, he was of-
-ed the chance of filling in for a lead-
y man who was suddenly taken ill,
d it was here that he started one qf
¢ longest single engagements in his

OWEN G. COLL.

career. For the next three years solid.
with “The Winning of Barbar:
Wortk,” he played in practically ever
%state in the union and in most of the
provinces of Canada — and was stil
going strong when the war broke out

Joins Canadian Army.

Mr. Coll returned to New York anu
there enlisted with the Canadian
Army, and was sent to Camp Borden,
but an injury received while in the
service prevented his going overseas.
He saw service in Toronto, Montreal,
St. John and Fredericton, and in May,
1920, received his discharge in Mont-
real.

Immediately after demobilization,
Mr. Coll was offered an engagement
in Hamilton, Ont., with a stock com-
pany being operated under the Hevia
management from the Orpheum, Mont-
rea), and after about ten weeks in the
Ontario city returned to Montreal and
played there for about fifteen consecu-
tive months. The second woman in this
engagement was Frances Brandt, who
is. well known to St. John audiences.

Back To States

The Montreal engagement closed in
late spring and following a split sea-
son at Haverhill and Lynn, Mass., Mr.

i ColP went for the summer to Wheel-

ing, W. Va. He returned to Malden,
Mass. and fulfilled a stock contract
there which ran for 46 weeks. During
that period, he again had an oppor-
tunity of working in Shakespere, play-
ing the friar in Romeo and Juliet with
Mary Young, a guest star, in the prin-
cipal female role,

Hooks Up With Carroll

It was while he was in Lynn that
Mr. Coll got in touch with F. James

Carroll and the result was his return |m

to his native city for the present en-
gagement, opening with “Civilian
Clothes.” And from then onward there
was no doubt of his success. Time after
time he *as gained the hearty ap-
proval of his audiences and, while
every member of the cast is worthy of
highest commendation in his or her
work here this season, it is no ex-
aggeration to say that none has done
better than our own St. John boy.

Three Generations

It is of interest to” a great many
people that three generations of the
Coll family have appeared on the stage
at the St. John Opera House. Owen’s
father, the late Jamer Coll, was during
his prime known ad one of the best
Shakesperian actors ever seen in the
city and_his Shylock, played with an
otherwise wholly profersional company
is said by some of the older residents
to have been a masterpiece. Then Owen
made his own professicnal debut on
the same boards and only a few weeks
dgo the third in line—little Jimmy
Coll, just within reaching distance of
his third birthday—played a child part
in “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cablage Patch”
—and played it well.

Owen Coll’'s experience is much
more extensive than thal outlined
above, but it is sufiicient to show that
he ‘has been through all the highways
and byways of the profession. But
even that is unnecessary to demon-
strate his abilities as a finished actor.
His practical demonstrations within the
last three months have endeared him
to a large number of new friends and
cemented the esteem held by him for
his old ones.

Off stage he is a big hearted, kindly
family man. It was in his cozy little
home in Dorchester street with his
wife and kiddies that The Times man
found him the other evening, and left
him with little Jimmie on his knee
Mr. Coll has a large circle of friends
in the city and elsewhere who wish
him nothing but continued success.

Use the Want Ad. Way

: o O |
Set Grand Opera
Attendance Record

Cleveland, Feb. 13—What Is said
to be a world’s record for Indoor
grand opera attendance was estab-
lished here last night when 8,889
persons attended the Chicago Civic
Opera Co. performance at Public
Hall. Indications point to another
capacity house for Mary Garden’s
performance of Salome tonight.

Despite the unprecedented num-
ber, receipt records established at
San Francisco two years ago, were
not broken.

MORE ABOUT OWEN MOORE.

Theatre Editor, Times-Star:

Sir,—In an article bearing the head-
ing “Fell In Love With Miss Pickford
Here,” and which goes on to Trelate
how Owen Moore, her former husband,

fell in love with her picture while he
was playing as a member of the Talk-
ing Picture Company at the old Nickel
I'heatre here, there is a little inaccur-
acy regarding Mr. Moore which ®1
would like to correct.

The article mentions Mr. Moore as
an “embryo” actor. At the time re-
e¢rred to he could hardly be called
that, which, as I understand the
phrase, means a “budding” actor, or
almost a “beginner,” as you will; for
Mr. Moore had—previous to his ap-
pearance here with the company al-
ready mentioned—appeared here with
two companies several years before.

In proof of this I might say that
carly in June, 1904, I accidentally met
him at the corner of Seventh avenue
and 84th street, New York, and while
we were talking and discussing several
local friends our attention was at-
tracted to a negro running past and
dashing into a house a couple of doors
from the corner, closely followed by a
couple of policeman. The next moment
he negro jumped through a third or
‘ourth story window to the street.
'he ambulance was called, but the
mndertaker was needed, That inci-
lent impressed itself on my mind, and
[ mention it merely to show that Mr.
Vioore and I had met in this city sev-
sral years before the visit he made
here as mentioned in your article,
otherwise we would not have been dis-
cussing local friends during our con-
versation.

I am under the impression that pre-
vious to his appearance here as a mem-
ber of the Talking Picture Company
Mr. Moore had appeared in pictures,
but I won’t state off hand that it was
with the Biograph Co. I know that
later he was with them, as your ar-
ticle states.

Yours,
/ A. K.

ALL FAT PEOPLE
SHOULD KNOW THIS

M.

Fat people owe a debt of gratitude
to the author of the now famous
Marmola Prescription and are still more
indebted for the reduction of this harm-
less, effective obesity remedy to tablet
form. Marmola Prescription Tablets can
be obtained at all drug stores the world
over at the reasonable price of one
dollar for a box or you can Bsecure
them direct on receipt of price from
the Marmola Co., 4612 Woodward Ave.,
Detroit, Mich. This now leaves no ex-
cuse for dieting or violent exercise for
the reduction of the overfat body to
normal.

The Rassegna Melodramatica of
Milan notices Tei-Ko-Kiwa,; the latest
Japanese soprano, who made her debut
in “Madama Butterfly” at the Teatro
San Carlo, Lisbon, afterward appear-
ing in Messina, Venice and Malta.

UNCUE

A Whirlwind Program.
You'll have to step fast if
you want to catch up with

TOM MIX

LN

‘Stepping Fast’

“STOLEN “ONE
GOLD” | - WEEK”
Western Comedy

MAT... 2, 3.30—10¢, 15¢c
EVE... 7, 8.40—15¢c, 25¢c

THURSDAY
A SPECIAL FEATURE
——WATCH FOR IT——

Rar R e

oo o

Montrose Orchestra
AND

Concert Party
Seamen’s Institute
Thur., 8 p.m.

OLD FAVORITES

J. Jones, S. Cole, F. Brooks,

T. Parr, Etc.
7038-2-15

VENETIAN
GARDENS

ol TONIGHT :
DANCING
—

WEDNESDAY—Valentine Leap Year Night.
Special music.
B : THURSDAY—Moonlight Leap Year Night.
MR Special lghting.

FRIDAY—Maritime Championship Sports under

auspices Y. M. C. L

Saturday afternoon, “Miss St. John” will be chosen. Aill
girls in_St. John eligible. Con testants will appear on ice be-
tween fifth and sixth band§. Judging from centre of the ice.

PROGRAMME

(A big night.)

e

TWIN THEATRES
UNDERONE RODF

New York Interests Plan
House for Both Music
and Drama,

New York, Feb. 13.—It was learned
this week that ruture productions by
Max Reinhardt in New Yeork will
probably be presented in a unique
theatre to be built for Morris Gest.
Reinhardt sailed for Europe last week
to look after his Berlin and Vienna
theatres and to close out various inter-
ests in preparation for making his
home permanently here.

The plan is to have two theatres
under one roof, the larger one on the
ground floor, a smaller one above, with
a seating capacity of 800, for chamber
music concerts or theatrfcal productions
of intimate type.

The larger theatre will be stageless,
permitting the use of such plays as
Romain Rollands’ revolutionary work,
in which the supers participate from
the auditorium. But Mr. Gest said
that an erroneous impression had got
abroad that it was to be a Reinbardt
theatre and for Reinhardt produc-
ticns exclusively, which is not the
fact. Gest will control it, it is said,
and he will present in it Reinhardt
spectacles or a production by any
other manager who has one to offer if
he, Gest, has not one of his own.

It is to be a very elastic theatre, the
main one, that is, in which they could
present a mountain of a production or
a molehill of a production, Gest said.
The site has not been selected yet and
generally the plan is not definitely
formed.

While none of those interested would
discuss the matter, it was reported
that Otto H. Kahn, whose patronage
made possible “The. Miracle” at the
Century, will put up the money for
the double theatre.

Mr. Kahn, at a luncheon given by
the Drama League to those principally
concerned in “The Miracle,” pointed
out that such a production was pos-
sible only because Americans were
genuinely interested in art, and were
not solely concerned, as they were
often misrepresented to be, with the
chase of the almighty dollar.

Those present included Lady Diana
Manners, Werner Krauss and Schuyler
Ladd. Princess Matchabelli, who alter-
nates with Lady Diana in the role
of the Madonna, sent word she was
too ill to be present.

News Notes of
? London Theatres

London, Feb. 13—Plays by Clem-
ence Dane (“The Way Things Hap-
pen”) and Somerset Maugham (“The
Camel’s Back”) were produced during
the week. They should have been two
of the most important theatrical events
of the year, if their authors had lived
up to their reputations. Actually they
were both enthusiastically received and
may be successful, but neither is other-
wise considered significant here.

“The Camel’s Back,” by Somerset
Maugham, showed all the witty sparkle
associated with
but London critics found it a disap-
pointment in other respects.

The material was too unpromising,
however skilfully treated, to leave a
pleasant taste, they said.

“It Pays to Advertise,” an American
farce, which has succeeded “Tons of
Money” at the Aldwych, should be al-
most as successful as its record-break-
ing predecessor. It certainly provides
as many laughs for London audiences.
Only when the note of seriousness was
introduced - did this typically Ameri-
can play lose its hold. One critic vot-
ed it the best farce seen in London for
months.

Dorothy Massingham adapted Mich-
ael Maurice’s novel to evolve “Not in
Qur Stars,” produced at Wyndham'’s
Theatre on Tuesday, but Professor Ein-
stein undoubtedly suggested it. The
element of relativity is introduced by
solar contretemps, which for the time
causes things to happen backward. As
a consequence, Sir Gerald du Maurier,
as the American millionaire, is com-
pelled to witness, first his own execu-
tion, then the murder for which he suf-
fers it, and so on down to the present.
It was all very tragic, but confusing.

After twenty-six years of manage-
ment, Arthur Collins has been compell-
ed by ill health to resign the managing
directorship of the Drury ILane Thea-
tre, thus robbing the London theatri-
cal world of one of its most famous
figures. He succeeded Sir Augustus
Harris and will himself be succeeded
by Basil Dean.

After dodging Florida rain for three
weeks in the vicinity of Palatka and

pany making “The Confidence Man”
has returned to the Long Island, N. Y.
Studio.

Maugham’s dialogue, |

Jacksonville, Thomas Meighan’s com-|
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COME TO THE IMPERIAL TQDAY
And Trip Along the Rosy Road of Romance. -
CHARMING MADGE KENNEDY
Supported By
MONTE BLUE, PEDRO deCORBODA
And Galaxy of Other Favorites
N

“THE PURPLE HIGHWAY”

ROM GREEN FIELDS 'AND BABBLING BROOKS

to the glitter of Broadway and the world of make-

believe. With Lover's Lane and Happiness at the end. It’s

a sight-seeing trip of unending splendors; of beautiful

scenes and heart-tugging incidents. With sweet Madge
:Kennedy at her loveable best.

Guaemiog _ (R MOUNTAINOUS WEST - “5eics

A Marvelously Beautiful Travel Picture

SONG SERIES—NO. 3

—“Comrades.” L
2—“An Aching Heart.”
3 “When You and I Were Young
Maggie.” .

=

: ?'
- STAR GAIETY

WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY WEDNESDAY—THURSDAY

CHARLES RAY THOMAS
HA-ha-a-a-TFunn.y Blusiness—- MEIGH AN
Funny business is right! The
sort that Charles Ray puts over = INe
with a chuckle. But the other sort “HOMEWARD
BOUND”

of funny ‘business is dir-r-r-ty
A tingling tale of the world

work—a kidnupping, a scandal,
and an escape that whirrs like a

of ships, fresh as the foam
of the sea.

demon speed demons’ jamboree!

“SMUDGE”

Another Mile-a-Minute. Thrill-
the-Limit Production,

Reginaid Denny

IN THE
Leather Pushers

VAMPS AND VARIETY
Big V Comedy

'CARROLLEBPLAYERS

All This Week the Funniest Comedy Ever Written

“CHARLEY’S AUNT?”

ONE CONTINUOUS LAUGH
STAR
SR JAVIES W. SWIFT
*Phone Main 1363

Box Office Open from 10 a.m. to
9,30 p.m. Reserve your Seats now. |

NEXT WEEK—Myra Marsh in “WOMAN AGAINST WOMAN”

Subscription Seats and Telephone
Otrders held until 7.45 ONLY,

QUEEN SQUARE Today and Thur,

-~ H. WILMOT MARIJIE

YOUNG - ADAMS

COMPANY PRESENTS
“The Girl Without a Chance”’

A Vivid Story of the San Francisco Undelworld.
7—BIG ACTS OF VAUDEVILLE—7
Matinee—Mon., Wed., Sat. | 3 Changes a Week

ST Sree)

66 The

Game of Life”

THE FIRST ENGLISH SUPER-PICTURE
INTO THE JAWS OF DEATH RODE THE SIX HUNDRED

YOU WILL SEE

The coronation

600 men charging an army while all the world wondered.
The running of an actual English Derby of 70 years ago.
Old London Music Hall.

Travers' escape from the burning goal at Blackmoor.
The Battles of Sebastopol, Balaclava and Inkerman.
Love, Romance, Comedy, Spectacle and Thrills.

procession on the streets of London 85 years ago.

PALA

S“‘x“ﬂ TWO NIGETS ONLY “Oc*;'ms;;e"
7 and 9 WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY Bon

AND AT REGULAR PRICES, TOO

CE THEATRE

DIVING ACTRESS FINDS TREASURE

CHEST ON B

LONGING for the man
she loves.

SCARAMOUCHE

fyh

BURNING to avenge
the murder of his friend.

&m@ggum[
cDesire i

PASSION, fierce and

burning, agitates his
rival—the wealthy
Marquis of Scara-
mouche. He is the

kind who would risk
an empire to gain his
ends,

ScARAMOUCHT

REX INGRAM'S

MetroMasterpiece
Sabat' nts Jamous novel

Adapted by WILLIS GOLDBECK
Photographeaty JOHN F. SEITZ

. featuring
Alice Terry

Lewis Stone
monNovarro

COMING!
To

Imperial
Theatre

3-DAYS-?

Next Week

[TOM OF ATLANTIC

Nearly $48,000 in Spanish
Doubloons is Taken from
'Ocean Depths,

Probably the shades of Captain Khidd.
Henry Morgan, Blackbeard and the
host of swashbuckling pirates who
swept the Seven Seas in their black
rakish craft, with the skull and cross-
bones defying the winds from the hal-
vards, are rattling their bones in im-
potent vexation since the news was
announced several days ago that Jean
Tolley, Metro player, diving into the
waters around Nassau, Bahama
Islands, discovered nearly $48,000 in
Spanish gold doubloons, part of their

immense hoard of stolen treasure which
legend says is secreted up and down
th% Atlantic coast.

ut that’s just what ha ed.
The news of Miss Tolley’s di}a)goe:lery
crammed the cables to all parts of the
vyorld and she sprang into interna-
tional prominence over night! Miss
Tolley has proven at least that if you
can’t find what you want anywhere
else you might try the bottom of the
sea—as yet an unexplored but beckon-
ing mystery.

Host of New Friends.

Several days ago Miss Tolley, havin
.ﬂnished her work before they’cameri
in Metro’s “The~Dninvited Guest’—it
was while diving for the camera that
she came upon the ancient treasure
chest—arrived in New York from the
Bahamas. Her good fortune had pre-
ceded her, of course, and she was met
at the pier by an immense crowd of
wildly enthusiastic friends, acquaint-
ances, strangers, speculators who
wanted to invest the money for her,
and others “who knew her when.”

They were all greatly disappointed
that she did not walk down the gang-
plank with the treasure chest under
her arm. It all had to be left at the
Royal Bank of Canada at Nassau,
where the treasure was appraised and
deposited to Miss Tolley’s account.
After the British Government has
taken its share, a law for all discov-
ered treasure in its vast domains, Miss
Tolley will have a comfortabale for-
tune in her own right. Really a de-
lightful prospect for one ' who was
desperately down and out not so long

| ago.

How She Found It.

Miss Tolley found her fortune dur-
ing one of her many perilous dives to
the bottom of the sea while scenes in
“The Uninvited Guest” were being
taken. She saw a curious old chest
lying exposed on the mud bottom. In
the few seconds she was there she
pulled and lugged at it, hoping to
bring it to the surface. But when it
resisted her efforts she plunged up-
ward, shouted her news excitedly to
Mr. Ince and dived below again, so
as not to lose its location.  Soon a
crew of divers in diving suits was
lowered and the chest brought to the
surface. When it was opened by offi-
cials of the Royal Bank of Canada it
was found to contain exactly £9,774
2" sh. 10 sixpence in gold Spanish
doubloons. This in American money
is $47,678.74. An old pirate treasure,
probably dumped overboard during
an internecine strife!

Goldwyn Discourages
Amateur Scenarists

The Goldwyn company announces it
is doing everything to discourage the
submission of amateur manuscripts,
which are returned unread. The scen-
ario department read 4,000 amateur
manuscripts in 1928 without finding
one that it wanted to buy. Some of
them had an occasional good idea, but
‘he interest was not sustained, it was
stated. . The ecnomic situation is also
against the amateur original because
cuch a story has not the prestige of a
published book or play or a story by a

well known author. The rejection
form for amateur submissions now
reads:

“We are returning ' herewith the
manuscript entitled .......... to you

unread, as we are not at the present
time in the market for any unpublished
scenarios. It may be that in the future
we can use such scenarios, in which
case we will be glad to consider fur-
ther -submissions from you.”

Picture Men Will
Honor Thos. Edison

The motion picture industry will
tender a testimonial luncheon to
Thomas A. Edison, “the father of the
motion picture,” next Friday at the
Ritz-Carlton Hotel, New York. George
Kleine is chairman of the general com-
mittee in charge of the event, this com-
mittee being composed of Arthur Bris-
bane, William Brandt, Paul H. Cro-
melin, Sydney L. Cohen, Joseph Dan-
nenberg, Dr. Lee D¢ Forest, George
Eactman, John Emerson, D. W, Grif-
fith, Burton Holmes, William Fox,
William. A. Johnston, J. J. Kennedy,
Marcus Loew, William Randolph
Hearst, Carl Laemmil, Harold Lloyd,
Charles L. O’Reilly, Elmer Pearson,
Edward S. Porter, Watterson Roth-
acker, Terry Ramsaye, S. L. Rothafel,
Richard A. Rowland, Charles M.
Schwab, Albert E. Smith, Courtland
Smith, Frank Tichenor, J.. D. Willlams
and Adolph Zukor. It is felt by lead-
ers in the industry that the occasion
of Mr. Edison’s seventy-seventh birth-
day is a fitting time to pay tribute to
a great inventor, whose work has laid
the foundation upon which the indus-
try was built. Charles M. Schwab,
Arthur Brisbane, Senator Owen of
Oklahoma, and Terry Ramsaye are
among the probable speakers.

Forty costumes of the Louis XV.
period for “Monsieur Beaucaire” arriv-
ed in New York from Europe a few
days ago. Some were made in Len-
don and others in Paris, They are
said to have been copled from famous
paintings, and are to be used in pre-

paring the other costumes for the pro-
duction




