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TODAY

Good Pictures, Favorite Stars, Superb Singers, Concert Orchestra

KING’S BIRTHDAY AT THE IMPERIAL FLORAETTE
Handsome Wallace Reid and Myrtle Stedman 

in a Fervid Romance Physical Culture GirL

AFTERNOON 
at 2 and 3.30

EVENING at 
7.30 and 9

“A PRISON WITHOUT WALLS” HILL and ACKERA Melo-Dramatic Love Story I
Singers, Dancers and Comedy.

Direct From New YorkEXTRA !
HECKMAN, SHAW & CAMPBELL-High Class Vocalists

The Renowned Trio COL. JACK GEORGEALL NEW
PROGRAMME Mono legist.

Doors Open at 1.30 and 6.30—Shows Start 2, 3.30, 7, 8.45 a
OPENING CHAPTER TODAYfilm stars m

In the New Geo. Kleine Serial Photo- 

Drama De LuxeMISS mm
is GLORIA’SBILLIE

BURKE
i

Çhartie Chaplin, Mary Pickford 
and Douglas Fairbanks
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li mWHAT OTHERS ARE DOING i
. -

An Elevator Boy Who Became a "Detectuff" 
— Very Funny ■a: NS®ass mGeorge M. Cohan, Elsie Fergurson 

Geraldine harrar, Bel lie Burke 
Marguerite Clark, Theda Bara 
and Clara KimballYeung Among 
High Priced Stars

A consistent, logical dramatic picture 
novel in serial form, written by Mr., and' 
Mrs. Rupert Hughes.

XI

JACK PICKFORD AT THE WË.RIMPERIAL America’s Most Charming Actress

In the Laugh/Drama
Ladies and Children, Young Girls and Old Girls will be 

delighted with Miss Burke's charming personality and the 
freshing sweetness and simplicity of the sidy itself. We ad­
vise you to see the opening chapter.

I The FIRST CHAPTER of this new fiction serial will be 
at the Opera House today, Monday, Tuesday and 

AVednesday next, and a new chapter will be seen for these four 
days in each week thereafter in conjunction with the regular 
Vaudeville Programme.

(New York Times.)
He who runs and reads may have ob­

served that the movie actors’ salary con­
test which raged in the newspapers a 
year or more ago has been missing of 
late. New contracts have been made and

while

THE DUMMY" re-seen

1000 Grins and 1000 Chills
new companies organized, and 
there has been no diminution, in thç size 
of salaries, no press agent blurb about 
the millions paid to the world’s greatest 

of the movies

1

' THE SECRET KINGDOM"
comedian or the queen 
has made the welkin ring.

This unwonted silence on the part of 
the movie makers who so recently were 
crying from the skyscraper tops the af­
fluence that could pay such enormous ■ 
salaries was due to a sudden and rude^ ^
.étatisation that their boasts were im­

pressing the legislators who levy taxes, 
as well as the picture “fans” to whom : 
the figures were addressed. The reaction poration had signed a contract with the 
came in the form of investigations held comedian, he to receive $10,000 a week 
in various states, one of them in New for a year for his services, with a cash 
York last winter, to determine whether bonus of $160,000 for signing the con- 
an industry that could afford to pay tract ; and a world gasped that a funny 
Charlie Chaplin $670,000 a year might not walk and a funny kick could earn so 
be capable of paying a special tax. Now much. Mr. Chaplin was photographed 
a war tax that promises to devour large accepting the bonus, smiling and look- 
slices of great incomes is impending, and ing cast toward the Metropolitan Tow- 
bet ween the threat of it and the pro It- er, and thanking President John R. 
ings of the state tax commissions the F renier with his hand on his new em- 
proverbial camel would pass through the ployer’s shoulder as he gazed south, 
needle’s eye more quickly than boastful Then he boarded a special train and 
figures through the lips of a movie nmg- went west to begin earning 
nate. salary.

No inference is intended that an eva- The only ones who didn’t gasp were 
sion of any tax is contemplated by star the men who hired Chaplain, for they 
or producer; these new money barons fep certain they would come out ahead, 
have merely adopted the policy of more There was nothing philanthropic about 
experienced financiers that even silence their offer; on the contrary, it was based 
is golden when the tax-makers are at on calculations which allowed them a 
work. Having assimilated this axiom the handsome return for their investment 
industry has adopted an unwritten rule and daring. It is generally accepted in 
that salaries of six figures must be dis- fl]m circles that Mr. Chaplin’s Mutual 
cussed exclusively with the recipients contract did call for a $10,000 weekly 
and then only in the softest words. 1 hus| sa]Rryf with perhaps a percentage in the 
has the chief joy of the press agent 1 profps’ tbat would aggregate the amount 
the computing of approximate salaries—, o( tbe aiiP(çpd bonus, so that if this 
and pf the gentle reader—the estimating tbeor,. js 'true there was little discrep- 
of the true figures—been removed. Con-; a between the claim and the fact, 
sider the mental anguish of the publicity | Aj Mr j,'rcldPr subsequently explained, 
man of the new Goidwyn Pictures Cor- , ,ie transaction was based on- figures 
poration when he had to announce the, ayailable from Mr. Chaplin’s past 
engagement by his company of Maxine, ord The demand for his fikns 
Elliott and Mary Garden, or of the feel- knQwn and the possibie revenue, grant­
ings of tile young man who is paid M ed that there was no appreciable dim- 
Jfti Douglas Fairbanks name in the pa-, jnution in b;3 popularity, from the rental 
cer when that star recently organized e; bt film/could be computed.
Ilia own company without one audible 
gloat over his Gargantuan income. Mary Pickford

The reader who has been staggered by 
the size of the reputed earnings of many 
movie
nearly they approximated tile truth. In 
the following attempt to satisfy that cu­
riosity it must always be borne in mind 
that the figures given are not authentic, 
since with the rigid self-enforced cen­
sorship of the producers it is more dif­
ficult to arrive at facts, but they may be 
accepted as substantially correct. Gener­
ally speaking it may be said that while 
the figures of the press agents were ex­
aggerated they were not enlarged in 
greater ratio than are all figures, which, 
as every one who has watched the esti­
mated value of estates dwindle or has ob­
served the divergence in printed esti­
mates of the size of crowds knows, have 

way of compounding themselves at a 
constantly increasing rate of acceleration.
Staggering sums are paid the most pop­
ular actors and actresses in the movies 
when ell allowances for the exuberance 
of press agents and figures have been 
made.

All Hands Now in Niw York and Story Shaping 
to It's Close in a fortnight 1HI NEXT THURSDAY and FRIDAY

"Turks and Troubles'WVitagraph Farce
AFTERNOON and EVENING I

pany that controls the Pickford apd Fair­
banks pictures, and is alleged to have 
been a guarantee bf $100,000 each for 
three pictures with a share of the pro­
fits on top of that. As it takes about 
six weeks to make a photoplay of this 
type, if this report is true, Mr. Cohan 
will receive at least $800,000 for eighteen 
weeks’ work.

Artcraft recently signed Elsie Fer­
guson under a two years’ contract which 
is said to guarantee her forty weeks’ 
work each year at $6,000 a week, and it 
is understood that if she cares to continue 
without rest she may do so at the same 
salary. If she should so elect, one does 
not need pencil and paper to figure that 
in two years Miss Ferguson can earn 
$624,000.

It is said that Geraldine Farrar re­
ceives $6,000 a week from the Jesse 
Lasky Company whenever she goes to 
California to pose before the camera, 
and even a Metropolitan Opera prima 
donna could not afford to overlook a lit­
tle matter of $60,000 picked up in vaca­
tion time. Billie Burke is known to 
have received $60,000 for her first pic­
ture, and, while succeeding pictures with­
out the element of novelty probably did 
not bring her so large a reward, she is 
Si ill among the first twenty.

Marguerite Clark is another favorite 
whose weekly guarantee is in four fig­
ures and whose annual income requires 
six to state. Anita Stewart's salary is 
estimated at $2,000 a week, and Norma 
Taimadge, one of the younger group of 
stars, is credited with earning $1,000 it 
week and part of the profits. Clara 
Kimball Young was one of the first film 
actresses to form lier own companjs and 
it is asserted that her gross income from 
her pictures is between $260,000 and 
$325,000 a year. Roscoe (“Fatty”) Ar- 
buekle, Mabel Normand, Mae Marsh, 
and Qlga Petrova are other stars the 
demands for whose films have won them 
substantial salaries.

Theda Bara is one of the sphinxes of 
the industry and nothing authentic can 
be stated about her salary, but it is 
rumored to be out of all proportion to 
her value as a star. The career of Miss 
Bara, the first and most famous of the 
vampires of the screen, has been spec­
tacular. She leaped into fame witli lier 
first picture, an adaptation of Kipling’s 
poem about the fool who made his pray­
er to “a rag, a bone, and a hank of 
hair,” and ever since her pictures have 
been best sellers. That first picture, “A 
Fool There Was,” has the enviable repu­
tation of being the only picture of its 
length to have earned a profit of $1,- 
000,000.

These salaries of players who devote 
a part or all of their time to acting for 
the movies are pretty generally based on

INItl The opening chapter of the new Universal 
Serial Photo-drama of mystery and adven­
ture.SEE
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his new

Will he shown every Thursday and Friday in conjunction 
with the regular vaudeville programme.O
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1tributed and shown synchronously and , 
about 80 of Miss Pickford’s. These prints ^ 
work for indefinite periods until they 
wear out and are renewed, so that by \ 
the end of a year there are hundreds 1 
of films in circulation. Miss Bara’s "A j 
Fool There Was” is still a big seller, and 

! some of Miss Pickford’s early pictures 
i enjoy a wide circulation today.

Film rentals are determined by two 
factors—the age of the film and the size 
of the theatre and community. Natur-
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UNIQUE
THREE REMARKABLE 

FEATURES !__
Feature No» 1—Last Time Today

CHARLIE CHAPLIN 
In “The Rink”

Laugh With Charlie As He Whirls 
Again on the Rollers

rec-
was

ally Miss Pickford’s first picture, which j 
has been seen by millions, would not be j 
as valuable as her latest, nor could the j 
manager of the Bijou Drearn in Em­
poria, Kan., a town of 10,000 inhabi­
tants, be expected to pay as much for 
the privilege of exhibiting it as the pro­
prietor of the Strand, New York. The 
Strand and the Rialto have each paid 
as high as $3,500 for a week’s rental 
of a film, and the prices scale down 
from this to a few dollars.
The Theatres

It is estimated that there are 15,000 
theatres in the United States, exclusive 
of vaudeville and other theatres in 
which pictures are shown as a part of 
a programme, devoted to movies. There 
have been as many as 17,000 at one time, 
but the tendency the last few years j 
has been toward fewer and larger the­
atres. The daily attendance in these 
theatres is variously estimated from 12,- 
000,000 to 17,000,000 persons. Perhaps 
15,000,000 would be a fair estimate. 
Sometimes attendance falls off in one 
section, due to local causes, as it did in 
New York last summer during the in­
fantile paralysis epidemic,- Tmt these 
losses are quite as often offset by gains 
in attendance in other places. The gen- 

i eral concensus of opinion among trade 
! authorities seems to be that while the 
movies may have reached the zenith 
of their popularity they have not passed 
it. They are at least holding their own, 
and students of the industry believe they 
will continue to do so as long as the 
standard of excellence is increased. The 
standard has risen steadily, as the con­
stant fan knows. On the other hand, it 
is pointed out, the movie public can 
never be much greater except as the 
world’s population increases, because the 
world and his wife now go to see the 
pictures.

Feature No, 2—Last Adventure of— 
Grant, Police Reporter 

“THE VANISHING FINANCIER” 

Feature No. 3—Black Cat Photo Play 
“What Would You Do?”

Fri.-Sat,—Other Subject to Replace 
“The Rink”

The luck of Mr. Chaplin and the wide 
publicity it received cost the producers 
a lot of money which was diverted into 
the pockets of the players. Shortly 
the announcement of Mr. Chaplin’s coup 
Miss Pickford began to show signs of 

After her brief return to the

stars has doubtless wondered how

after

unrest.
speaking stage in David Belasco’s pro­
duction of “The Good Little Devil,” Miss 
Pickford established herself as a great 
favorite in the photoplays in whicli the 
Famous Players Company starred her. 
She became, in fact, the most popular 

actress, and when her old contract 
a new arrange-

Mon,—9th Chap. “PATRIA”

Â

LYRICscreen
finally expired she made 
ment, which is said to net her a yearly 
guarantee of $520,000 and a percentage 
of the profits from her pictures that 
probably swells her earning., to the mil­
lion mark.

Much of the same thing happened to 
Douglas Fairbanks. When the Triangle 
Film Corporation began its career witn 
a blare of trumpets, Mr. Fairbanks, an 
agreeable young actor unknown to the 
movies, was engaged for a term of years 
at a gradually increasing salary that av­
eraged perhaps $2,000 a week. He 
achieved a great vogue upon the exhibi­
tion of his first picture, “The Lamb,” and 
as his popularity grew so did his dissatis­
faction, until he finally got a legal re­
lease from his contract and organized his 
own company.
ment, which is practically the 
Miss Pickford’s, it is reported that Mr. 
Fairbanks will receive a guarantee of 
$520,000 a year and a share of the pro­
fits that should bring the figure up to SL­
OW,000.

Others
These form the Big Three of the mov­

ies, but they are by no means the sole 
recipients of huge stipends. Ever since 
the movies have been an important 
amusement factor the producers have 
pursued George M. Cohan, and he has 
as persistently fled until recently, when 
lie surrendered. The bid that brought 

Finally, after days of bidding. It was about his capitulation was from the Art- 
announced that the Mutual Film Cor- craft Film Corporation, the same corn-

ONLY 3 MORE
Chapters—How Will it End? 
“The Foreign Alliance” 

12th Episode of 
“PEARL OF THE ARMY*

THE MUTUAL WEEKLY
Christie Comedy Capers

“Father’s Bright Idea”Chaplin.
About a year ago Charlie Chaplin, who 

had become the premier screen comedian, 
springing from the obscurity of an in­
conspicuous role in an English music 
hall pantomimic act to world-wide pop­
ularity as a movie clown, ended his con­
tract with Essanay, the company that 
developed him, and came east to sell his 
services to the highest bidder. His pop­

ularity was attested by the crowds that, 
clamored for admission whenever and 
wherever one of his films was exhibited 
and by unhygienic hosts of youthful im­
itators in every vacant lot and alley. 
Immediately there was a scramble for 
his services, in which practically every 
big producing company participated. One 
company even sent one of its officers 
across the continent to aecoripany the 
actor to New York, and after his arrival 
he was kept a virtual captive for days 
while this concern’s representatives la­
bored with him.

A Little Fun and Music
the McPhersons

S ongs! Dances 1 Bagpipes! Drums
Mon.-Tues.-Wed.

VIOLA DANA in the Art Play of 
New York’s East Side, “Rosy O’Grady”

Under the new arrnnge- 8same os

P1

mathematical calculations; the fact that 
they get the money may be accepted ns 
proof that they earn it, for the movie 
promoter is as shrewd a bargainer as 
any other man. It is the ubiquitousness 
of the movie man that makes it the 
financial marvel it is, the possibility 
of the shadow of one person appearing 
in thousands of different places at the ass istant. 
one time. One hundred and fifty-five “Yes,” returned the dentist grimly, ‘ he 

prints of Mr. Chaplin’s films are dis- married the girl I loved”

ii
i| (

1 In a Dentist’s Office

“It took you an awfully long time to 
pull that fellow’s tooth,” remarked the

Not Affected
We hear about the chestnut blight 

Which seems to scare a lot of folks. 
But humorists need not take fright.

It hasn't hurt the crop of jokes.

Visions
Hr dreams of hundreds 

He will feed 
From Just a nickel's 

worth of seed,

i
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VAUDEVILLE
2.30; 7.15;AND PICTURESNoted Actress 

in Big Play 8.45

Fine Bill for Today and Monday’s Holiday

“ THE VICTIM ”
Her father’s wrong brings its trail of sin and suffer­
ing into her own life and threatens to wreck her hap­
piness. She wages a forceful fight and wins against 
almost insuperable odds. She is

VALESKA SURAH
Actress who wears the wonderful gowns. It's a big 

Wm. Fox production.

HARTCOURT
Presenting a Novelty Vaudeville Act

We Change Program Every Wed. and Sat. at 2.30.

COMING WED.—Ethel Clayton and Holbrook Blinn 
in “THE HIDDEN SIN.”

WATERLOO STREETGEM THEATRE

WOOD and WOOD
Interesting Pair of Comedy Hoop Jugglers

L

POOR DOCUMENT
*

CHABOT <m DIXON
Singing and Instrumental Novelty.

AERIAL BARRETTS
Sensational Gymnaste.

NO HIGHER PRICES
Although we will offer 

many delightful and costly 
film and musical attractions 
during the war, it is our 
purpose to adhere to the 
usual small prices, 6c., 10c. 
and 15c.
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