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Last week we took what appeared to

be the patriotic view of the flag inci-

dent, when the Lusita.n{a, was reported
to have hoisted the Stars and Stripes

‘a8 a protection from Germsn submar-
“ines. It was only national pride instead

dw appearss that dic-

of patriotism, it'n
While the adm.ralty

tated this view

‘declines to admit that merchant ships

were recommended to use the Stars

and Stripes the use of neutral flags as
& ruse de guerre is defended by the
British Government. We did not ob-
ject to the Emden hoisting the British
©olors when she made her attack on
Penang, and in oifensive warfare there
#eems to be ample precedent for such
wse DBut it is so>mewhat humbling to
our Pritish pride to know that British
Yossels have to hoist neutral flags in
.order to protect themselves from a
marine enemy- And whepn the flag|
that is used 18 that of tke Unlted States

and have relied for generations on the

protection of the Stars and Stripes for
the cnjovment of peace and safely

{ from foreign attmck which they bave

had. We must undérstand, however,
that our feelings on these matters are
lergely sentimental, and that all we can
o s to acquioges in whatever the Brit-
iSh Government, the naval arbiter in |
ch affairs, is pleased to order. / The
Ulited States has made 'a civil protest
8gninst the systematic use of the flag
the purpose stated, but the right to
feeasicnal use of. the flgg in this way
18 gererally admitted, especially when
Covers the poods or subjects of the,
fountry whose fl~g is so used: In spite
of all the precedents there will be &
g8heral regret on the part of ‘Britons
t recourse was had to this device

¥ the Lus'taria. @nd all the more
incs edmiitedly the flag would have
no diszuise tn a vessel of the di-

lins of the Lusitania. - Moreover,

D€ Germans had not intended to de-
Oy enemy ships befcre {he 18th, al-

19 any capta’n might have been justi-
‘In_doubiing the good faith of Ger-
3 on such a matter.

FMUCh more imnortant than *ha flag
® {8 the real issue of the declaration
many of a war.gane .o v sag=|

nel, in which all neutral ves-

x

Jallied armies on land.

4 thought

sels as well as enemy ships are liable
to be blown out of the water without
notice by ‘torpedoes. This Lias aroused
the indignation of all neutrals having
any shipping interests in these waters.
The Scandinavian nations bhave align-
ed themselves with the United States,
whose vigorous protest  to -Germany

has, in the epinion of ‘German states-.

men, crossed the boundaries of neu-
trality. The Germans do not seem to
regard their own crossing ' of the

boundarjes of neutrality as a ground for’
Thus théy. per-

chjectivn by anyone.
sist ip the  policy of. arrogating to
themselves the right to do any dastard-
Iy thing that gccurs to their most dia-
bolical inspirations, while anyone else
who crosses the margin of precedent or
treaty is at once gibbeted in the Ger-
man press. While some have suggest-
ed that President Wilson was animated

» by party motives in sending such a

vigorous note te Germany, it does not
appear that after the extremely
neutral course which 'he has o
far  adopte dhe could permit
any  encroachment upon  Amerts
can rights on the high seas without
encouraging the charge of pusilani-
mity against his nation and leading
the Germans to believe that there was
no line they might not cross in their
march agiinst the rights of humanity.
Unless Germany, as we suggested last
week; is riding for a fall, and intends,
by arousing the enmity of the non-
compdatant nations to create an ex-
cuse for suing for peace, under the
plea of overwhelming ‘odds, she is not
likely to persist in a policy of torpe-
doing on sight the ships ©f neutrals.
The Liverpool Steamship Owners’ As-
soclation, which controls an immense
amount of shipping-—4.,500 000 tonnage
—hopees for the attainment of a work-
ing system to carry into effect -the
laws already agreed upon among the
bellizerents and - the great neutral

states, these laws as. between. belli- |

ger ts and neutr:ls being practically
identical. . The object would be . “the
establishment of a definite and per-
manent? code ‘of international prize
law, declar'ng the hts, obligations
and 1'abllities of neutral traders in tho
presence .of. naval .

. * ‘
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hubeen ntlmtuhe
by the ‘operation of the British fleets
on the sed, as by the operation “of .the
The protests
and complaints of the (Germans grow
louder every’day. They should have
.these things before ' they
emb .on 'their nefarious courses.
The temper of the allies. grows  daily
more - implacable, and ‘while nothing
but justice: will be done. to Germany,
the ‘tale of her crime against civilized
standards grows at such a rate that
mere. justice will bring a avy -and
woful retribution. It s 'a realization
of ‘this in the inner' councils
of tae . Getman nation which
has led to the desperate efforts of the
last few weeks. . All of these have been
met and are being met with stolid re-
sistance, not yet developed into active
fon. The allies are waliting fo~

the sprin€, which is an ea.rller season

in Europe than in Canada,
parations are being made for t
advance. The

.bhas reached France, and it will not
long before the honor wroll of the

regiments beths to grow m«rm 5

sternly ‘ aum
fencing with armd and-
v u:erlnk ﬁ

wonderful mobility,

gseason and the groumd, tbu. her: ex-
ploits are on a parallel with the thrusts | W
of a rapier. Now here, now there, the

Russian ‘troops -meet the Germam “H.lf A o Fgre ey

tacks. Too hardly pressed, they yie

and take better ground, but ever the
enemy loses force and vitality:. -Too
late,, Germany - and - Auygtria  have|
adopted the policy of the allies and de-
clared the independence of -~ Poland.
This also may be regarded as a mere
ruse de guerre. It is a union of part
of Poland only. The peace which is

\

bobtckvd with a
thority as the

have to
to a v
world dom
must be
better trust to

her independent, than to. .
whose muuu p.ro dishono
disdained- - .

(. Omly “‘m Q
To get the genuine, caill
LAXATIVE BR 0.

sigpature of E. W. GRI
if”f)nf Day. 2

~ “Sister Susie’s Sewmg Slm‘ts
for Soldiers”

The gnat big Now York tongue-twister

spread like wild fire all ever

A::ml Furniture Co, City K&ﬂ
Bnrnott Grafonols Co., 9 Queen BL

T: cwmn. Limited,
'!,rgnon Co., Lim!
_Fifth Floor.

the mwl.ﬂci of which

Canad a and | tain as vnll. Sung

AL. JOLSON

The Ori ginator

Go and hear it. It;is one of the funniest and -murtgot Rmrdo you ‘over
neard. Then try and sing the chorus by you

OnSahattheF'\

&”""‘%»«..

mn-a.uauu.

PN PSR




