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By Frederick Schwartz,
Among . the marvels of the world,
the feats of conjurers and magicians
have always held a prominent place.
The tendency of conjuring as an art
has for many years been the profes-
slon of the devotec of magic and its
¢ealier promter was aFrench presti-
digitateur, Robert Houdin, who was
born at Blols, lfrance, on Dec, 6, 1805.
He became™a watch maker, but after-
wards made a specialty of mechanical
toys. In 1846 he began to perform in
public as a juggler, winning world-
wide fame and fortune at this employ-
gient. In 1856 he was sent by the
rench government to Algiers to de-
slroy the influence ‘of the Marabouts
over the natives by outdoing their pre-
icnded, miracles, ‘and was completely
#nccessful. One ~of his remarkable
creations was “The Spiritualistic Ta-
ble,” which was . nothing- more than
an old-fashioned table with Jong hang-
ing cover, within which a confederate
" Was concealed. His confederate was
a.very small midget, who, unobserved
yet quietly, gave ‘proof of wonderful
taps ‘and noises that were attributed
L3 enchanted pleces of furniture, His
suyccess was phenomenal, and he died
Lg Saint Germaln on June 18, 15871, a
very wealthy man,

No magician in- America ever created
diore publicity than Alexander Herr-
mann, who was born in Paris in 1844,
#: began his practice of sieight-of-
hand with his brother Carl at the age
ol 12
They came to America in 1861, where
Alexander remained and was natural-
ized. He grew .to be a rewarsdble
adept in prestidigitation and recelved
many miarks of honor from crowned
heade in all parts of the globe. Unlike
many other exponents of magic art be-
“fore him, he gave preference to such
tricks as can be performed without
visible apparatus only as represented
to  the naked eye of the spectator oh-
viously for cenjuring purposes.

It was while - he was playing at a
leading theatre ‘in venver itnar his
manager came to him after ene of his
performances  and sald: “Protessor,
there is 2 young man doing tricks with
cards over at the ‘Orpheum’ that the
newspapers claim .is a wonder.”” Herr-
mann laughed and said: “Suppose we
gce this.” A couple of seats were se-
cured and a seance of tiresome magic
(a® Herrmann expressed it) was anti-
cipated. A few minutes of the ¢onjur-
@r’s work convinced Herrmann that
he was watching tne marveious ef-
#orts of an expert, and, after the per-
formance,Professor Herrmann demand-
ed to be presented to this talented maun,
and told him “He was the only one
in-the world that mystified him in the
Way of card manipulation.” He added
that the woqrld some day wouia see
him a great magiclan. This man was
Howard Thurston, who to-day fIs ac-
knhowledged to he the greatest magi-
clan that ever lived. Herrmann made
a. great fortune for himself and his
anager, and dled In 1896,

No magiclan ever lived who stood
inn such high esteem in the public eye
#8 Harrye Kellar, known thruout the
world -as the “Great Kellar.” He be-
gan his professional career as an en-
tertainer by entering the employ eof
Harris Hughes, known as the ‘‘Fakir
of Ava,” as his assistant, and from him
léarned sleight-of-hand tricks,in which
e becamme an adept. In 1867 he joined
the Davenport Brothers, and then
formed a combination known as Fay
and Kellar in 1873, and toured the Unit-
ed States, Cuba and Mexico, and in
the following year went to South Ame-
rica, which proved *a highly remuner-
itlve venture to Mr. Kellar,

In 1877 he formed a combination
with ‘Ling Look and Yamadeva, called
the. “Royal Illusionists,” and made a
tour of the Pacific coast and then
Australia, under the management of
Al. Hayman. This was a very suc-
cessful venture, and from that time
fortune seemed to smile upon him.

NOTICE

See the Huge
Display “Ad”

for the Grand
Opera House on
Last Page of
Illustrated Section

| House,

In 1878, in partnership with Mgr.
Cunard, Kellar toured Burmah, Siam,
the Philippines, India, Persia, Egypt
and other oriental countries, In 1884,
under the management of the well-
known fmpressario Dudly McAdow,
Mr, Kellar leased the Egyptian Hall,
Chestnut-street, Philadelphia, giving
a high-class magical entertainment for
one season, then went to New York
in 1886 and leased the Comedy Theatre,
Broadway, for the same purpose. His
desire to travel ¢aused hinsto give up
these ventures, but he released the
Egyptian Hall in Philadelphia in 1891
and ‘had great success for two years
when he agailn went on the road. He
has toured'the principal cities of Am-
crica each year since, untl] 1907, when
he made his farewell tour, and gave
his last performance at Ford’s Opera
Baltimore, and retired from
the stage to enjoy the fruits of his
well-earned fortune.

Alan Dale, the dramatic critic, at
one time made ‘a stinging criticism. of
Mr, Kellar's grammar. Determined
that this should not occur again, he
took up thegourse of English branches
with a correspondence school, and per-
fected himseelf in its many subjects.
He 1s a master of many languages,
speaking German, Spanish and‘French
a8 well as he does English, with a good
knowledge of Malay and Hindoo.

Mr. Kellar's entertainment consist-
ed of high order, of legerdemain and
fllusion. One of the greeatest of Kel-
lar's masterpleces is called “Levita-
tion.” In this llusion a lady assist-
ant is suspended .in the alr six feet
above the floor, with no visible sup-
port, - Only the high-class  fakirs of
Indla’” had performed the Ilevitation
trick, but Mr. Kellar determined to
perform the levitation trick, and, to
that end, made many trips to India,
studied theilr methods and finally,
after years of reseurch and experiment
and at a cost of $20,000, performed the
fllusion: that hag mystified conjurers
and the public in all parts of the world,

Kellar- was a very charitable cele-
brity, and many acts of his kindness
will never be known, ag it was aiways
done in a2 quiet manner.

He is a thirty-seecond degree Mason,
an Oddfellow and a life member of the
Elks. Mr. Kellar had a very charm-
ing assistant in his wife, who was a
beautiful woman of high social posi-
tion, and took active interest in his
tour during the earlier years of thelr
union. Professor Kellar is one.of the
few stage celebrities that have earne
ed and save a fortune, and his esti-
mated wealth is now nearly a million
dollars In well-paying investments.

It was but a few years ago - that
there sprdng #to the magic circle,
armed in the full panply of modern
mysticiem, a dapper young American
named Howard Thurston, who shout-
ed, “I am a young magician, but I can
show you a thing or two in magic.”
The people sat up and took notice,
Thurston had evidently struck inte an
entirely new flield of conjuring. He
had discovered some new principles of
great ingenuity which have outflone
the greatest attempts of others. in
the past. It enabled him. to build up
many mystifying effects and creations,
and, now to Thurston, we must award
the laurel wreath as the most original
and greatest —magician of the present,
as we gave to Kellar in the past, the
victor's crown.

Howard Thurston was born in 1875.
He spent five years at Moody’'s School,
at Northfield, Mass., where he gradu-
ated In 1894. A book on magic, how-
ever, fell into his hands when a boy,
an dhad #o fascinated him that thence-
forth his ambition was to become a
magician. During the period he spent
in Moody's School, he concluded he
was not destined for the course he
was following, as his natural love for
magic always predominated over his
Hking for the more serious subject
he was studying.

Leaving the school, he remalned on
a farm near Four Corners, New York,
amusing and mystifying the farmers
by his wonderful sleight-of-hand
tricke, until he was known for miles
around as a wonder. He came cast 8
few months later, and was the first
to introduce card manipulation into
vaudeville as an exclusive act. In 1900,
Mr. Thurston went to London. and for
six consecu‘lve months played at the
Palace Theatre, after which he visit-
ed most of the principal cities of Eu-
rope.

At Copenhagen, he gave an impromp-
tu exhibition with cards at the wharf,
in the presence of King Christian, King
Edward, King George of Greece and
the Czar of Russia, “which greatly
pleased the four monarchs. It wgs the
first time a professional ever entertain-
ed four great rulers at one time, and
the incident was cabled to all parts
of the world.

In 1904, Mr. Thurston, with a com-
pany of 15 and 10 tons of baggage, left
San Francisco on June 17 for Austra-
lia. * Securing a 'leading theatre at
Sydney. he opened to a very L small
house, but. by the middle of the week
the receipts increased until the en-
gagement was extended for five weeks.
Three months were spent In Austra-
Ha,when China. Japan, the Philippines,
Burmah and India were toured to
phenomenal success, and the greatest
praise ever accorded an American ar-
tist.
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by sn English company, anfl was
brought to a close only by another
company - booked and arriving from
London at that time. °

From India, Thurston left for Cairo,
where he played before the khedive,
who presented him . with a beautiful
diamond ring, which Mr. Thurston
now. wears. Two months were spent
playing the large cities of Europe be-
fore the steamer was taken to Néw
York town, which made the first com-
plete tour of the globe by a‘ profes-
sional magiclan. :

In the summer of 1907, negotiations
were consummated between Thurston
and Kellar for a joint tour, which
heartily met with the approval of Mr,
Kellar, for it permitted him to retire
from professional life with the know-
ledge that ‘his position of honor could
not fall upon a greater master; while
to Thurston, he knew too well the val-
ue of the introduction to the American
public by such a celebrity as Kellar.

Everyone knows how Thurston
“made good” with Kellar. At the close
of the season, before the Press Club
of New. York City, Kellar said in his
after-dinner speech: “Bestow upon
Thurston the Mantle of Magic, know-
ing full well that no other magician
can better don it than this wonderful
youth, who will be the greatest magi-
clan the world has ever known,”

Last year Thurston made his de-
but as a single magic star, and his
success proved that Kellar knew what
he predicted, for to-day Thurston holds
a position that no living magician could
occupy without years of struggling
and the expenditure of a large for-
tune.

Magic has and always will hold the
interest of the public. It astoiinded
our fathers and our forefathers, and
the children of the next generation will
sit up and rub their eyes over the feats
of some great magical creation.

Faversham as Herod

Willlam Faversham's spectacular
produetion of Stephen  Phillips’ Hesod
will be the attraection at the Alex-
andra Theatre week of Apri] 11.

The magnitude and splendor of the
preduction of this play has not been
equalled on the mpdern stage. Up-
wards of two hundred people are em-
ployed In the drama, and it speaks
well for Mr. -Faversham’'s stage
management that the handling of the
great crowds has been spoken of as
being masterly in the extreme. It has
been generally acknowledged that no
big play seen in our time at all tb-
proaches the beauty of this producaon
of Stephen Phillips’ masterplece. So
much has been ‘written regarding the
magnificence of the costuming and the
stage setting, that one might be prone
to suspect that Herod was little else
than a huge spectacle. While the great
stage crowds add immensely to the ef-

fectiveness of the drama, Herod is a
play that could be performed with a
few people and still be a vital work of
dramatic art. It is an enthralling Jove
story that Stephen Phillips had to tell,|
and the reading of it. without any hint|
of the great number of people who fit|
so finely into the play, Is as cap(i\'at-;
ing as a novel. As has been pointed
out by Willilam Archer, Stephen’
Phillips 1s first a dramatist, and a
great poet afterwards.. He knows the|
technique of the stage, having learned |
it during many years that he was an|
actor. As a player he well learned the|
necessity of action, of a moving sfory-—|
and action iIs one of the prime features!
of Herod. It has a great story to tell,|
and so the great number of people em-
ployed do not at all impede the action. |
In’ witnessing the drama, they scem |
a part of i{t. Mr. Faversham has won|
a greal personal success in his im-
personation of Ferod. He came to us
last season as an actor-manager, stag-
ing his own plays. The petrformance
of “The World and His Wife” was
generally remarked as -being of the
highest order of excellence, stamping
Mr. Faversham as being one of the
real artists of the ecraft He had a
bigger opportunity when he came to
stage Stephen -Phillips’ drama. It.is a
play requiring an enormous produc-~
tion and a company of nearly two
hundred people. A pleasing feature of
the production should be the incidental
music by H. Coleridge Taylor, and Mr.
Faversham will provide an enlarged
orchestra for its proper rendering.
Among those who will support Mr.
Faversham in Herod will be Julie Opp,
Olive . Oliver, - Florence Auer, Mabel
Crawley, Claire McDowell, H. Cooper
Cliffe, Morton Selton, Harry Redding,
A. Hylton Allen ‘and Lionel Belmore.

WEIGHTS OF POULTRY FEED.

One quart of middlings, one pound;
one quart shorts, one - pound: one
quart bran, % pound: one quart
alfalfa meal, % pound; one quart
rolled barley, 1% pounds: one quart
wheat, two pounds; one quart corn,
two -pounds; one quart. beef scraps,
1% pounds: one quart beef or: blood
meal, 1% pounds; one quart oyster
shells, crushed, three pounds: one
quart limestone grit, three pounds:
one quart millet seed, 1% pounds; one
quart unshelled oats, one pound; one
guart charcoal,, crushed, % pound:

one quart Kaffir corn, 13; pounds.
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As I waited in the outer office of 2
certain manufacturer a boy of about
eighteen came from the inner room
and brushed past'me: He Was such 2

| modern miracle of misplaced buttons,

'slant pockets and diagonal tailoring
that there was little chance, in’ the

| glimpse-of the moment, for the eye to

get beyond the clothies and take in the
boy himself. The cuffs on his trousers
challenged attention—but the cuffs on
his sleeves compeiled it; these were
marvels of the cutter’s art and 'w‘ero
made to draw a chorus of comment
from . bevy of 'high-school gifls ‘a
block away. Pale greefi spats overlap-
ped his low shoes arid the creases in his
trousers looked as if they were as per-
manent as the corners of a concrets-
fence post. His tie was as neat, .as
shapely as an Baster Iily, and. its

peculiar shade seemed to proclaim thag
he had spent more time in i{s selection
than David Rankin or Sam ‘Allerton
would give to the choosing.of a section
of land at a hundred-and-geventy-five
an acre. The exposed portion of hf¥e
countenance resembled the humen
species. ; b eRaE

Just as this vision of tailored adol-
escence vanished thru the outer door
I felt the big fat hand of the president
of the concern upon my shoulder and
heard him saying: )

“What does he make you think of?”

“Now that I'm getting back to earth
again I guess. 1 was wondering what
had become of the Boy in the Patches,”
was my answer, ‘“Has his species be-
come extinct, or is he simply crowded
into the background?” :

“If I hadn’t just come in from a
two-thousand-mile trip, at every stop-
over of which I had the answer to thut
question drilled right into me from a
fresh angle, I'd be wondering the same
as you. But I met so many of the
Boys. in Patches that I’ve no room left
for wonderment. I guess I'll have to
tell you about it, perhaps.”

“I'll dare you.” was my answer,

“Well,” he continued, “I started out
to see a dozen .of the bjg concerns in
my own and kindred lines—just to get
a look into what had hapepned with
them .in the last ten . years.  They're
all glants in the trade and I was out
to see how the men who had added the
last overtopping lengths to their in-
dustrial stature looked-at’close ‘range.

““At the first' place—the biggest. of-its
kind in. America—]1 enquired for Mr.
Smith. ‘Do you mean the old man?
returned my acquaintance in the sales
department. ‘How did you guess it?’
I returned. ‘From the respectful tone
of your voice,’ was the quick answer,
‘O! 'he’s dead and gone long ago.’

“ ‘Leave a son 10 take the place of the
I persisted. ‘Yes—but he didn‘t!, The
son couldn’t take the place of the
poorest foreman, or bookkeeper, -or
salesman, or shipping clerk in the
whole outfit. - You'll find him some-
where in Eurqtpo—about six feet from
the stage entrance to the theatre.
“Then, who is the real power here”
I asked. ‘An Irishman:who came to
work for the Old Man in the shipping
room at fifty cents a day, They say
that the patches on the seat of his
trousers showed six different kindg of
colors of cloth when he struck the 014
Man for the. job. He’s the whole
works. The son just draws dividends
or: sime of the stock.’

“‘Of course T thought I had fallen foul
of a discouraging exception—and, per-
haps, 1 had—but at the next big plant
T visited I learned that the president’s
chair was filled—filled, mind you—~by.a
Yankee boy who had strayed in from
the Green Mountains, fed on johnuny-
cake and maple syrup. He belonged
to the Ancient Order of Patch Bearers,
Here, again, the Old Man who founded
the concern had left a son, but he
hadn’t stamina enough to drive a cow |
to the pasture. The great name the |
Old Man had made in the industrial|
world was simply a shell filled by a
Yankee boy whose trousers were a
maze of tatters and patches when he
came to ask for ‘something to do.’

There were only three establish-
ments in the whole dozen which 1 vis-
ited where 1 didn’t get the same theme
handed to me with yarfations, In one
the son has skinned the Ol1d Man to a
finish and in the two others there had
been only daughters in the family.
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EUROPE’'S FOOD SUPPLY |

More Than Half World On Continent '
of Asia, ;
]

More -than half the world live in the
continent of Asia. And of these a

“You agked: where are the boys in|
patches? Thejy're sitting in the seats of i
the Mighty; they're warming the
chairs of the ineffizient wons In ithe
offices of presidents and directors.
And those that are not there yet are
-pushing thelr way along up from the
bottom!” ¢

“And how about the supply?” I en-
quired.

“Just- as good as ever!  The back
tewns are full of 'em. They're out nn
the farms now. eating pancakes hy the
dozen and doing chores and things
for ahout sixteen hours a dayv, But
they'll get into town In time to take
the stores. and the banks, and the fac-
tories. and the raflroads away from
the sons of the men who bullt them.
When T fee a boy come into that door
yonder with This trousers plastérad
with patches and a faint smel]l of the
stahle about him T hegin to get scared
and wonder how long before he’ll take
mv joh away from me and reach. for
thies rubhber eslgnature stamp with a
Aotted 1ine and the word ‘pregident’ at
the end of it. One cf the pateh bri-
gade 18 bound to take it awav from me
gooner or later—but.T'm going to hold
ont as long as T can.”

There .are a good manyv. bhuddineg
yvounr men In green suite with slaut
nockete ‘and wmisplacsd. buttong who
have the st*# in them tn make mond--
parhans tn ‘“‘en the 014 Man ‘nrna hat-
ter"'—tst thea'1l have to thi=k about
snmoathing heeldsg plath-a.ar thev']l Te
nuahsd out of the line by the Boy ‘n
Patches.

Stretches, -

Preenant ewes are gick and will not
eat mmeh of anvthine.,. Thev stand
and stretch out when they get up and
have very scant pa<sages. and the
mannure s hard, We are feedineg
timothy bayv and fodder and the sheep
reem to be in fairly zrmr} shape.—
H. R. :

Renlv—The coarse, bulkv food causes
~onstination ard overwork of the liver,
Feed bran and oats and add silage,
roots and clover bav, nr snme of these
foode, to keep the howels moving.
Make the ewes take ahundant outdoor
exercise every day. Physics should he
given freely at the. outset of the

large section are densely clustered inf
Indja, China and Japan. In l.'tur«)pe,f
where, the average density is double
that of Asla, and approximately onc—'
fourth of the earth’s inhabitants are
gathered, many portions arc still far|
less thickly peopled than the eastern
countries named. Populations . over|
any congiderable areas exceeding 500
to the 'square mile may be found on
the world’s map not only in parts of
the United Kingdom, in Belgium, or in |
Saxony, but also on the lower Ganges,
on the Chinese coast, and even in parts
of the narrow valley of the Nile. i

Taking the thirteen states of western
and ‘central Europe, there were addéd '
in the last seventy years of the nine-'
teenth century on a comparatively
limited surface, something Hke 100,000,-
000, new consumers to the 167,000,000
persons previously resident on the 1,-
700,000° quare miles of territory occu-
pied . by this group of nations.

These numbers take no account of
the emigration which has lightened the '
pressure on the soils of the home land'
of Europe. The maintenance of near- !
Iy seven per cent more consumers must !
have meant either a vast development
of local argicultural production or a
vast demand upon the acreage of the
new lands of the west, or both.

No  larger food areas but, instead,
smaller, are appareht in Great Britain,
Scandinavia, and northwestern Europe.
The fierman wheat and rye show
practieally little change. Even . in live |
stock the numbers scarcely keep pace |
with the populations for altho the
herds and the swine of western and
central . Europe have risen by nearly
a fourth in the one case and three- |
fourths in the other, the sheep, ex-
cept In Great Britain, are much fewer
now.

Western Europe looks mainly for the
growing needs of her consumers to
the: still exporting sfates of eastern
Europe, to the new ‘Wworld regions of
North and South America, and In a
minor - degree to Australia. Western |
Europe calls to-day for the import of
breadstuffs or meat or dairy produce.

There the growing volume of sea
borne imports has not only materially
influenced the agriculture of old settled
countries but at the same time has
signaled to the European that space

attack.

and plenty awalit him oversea,
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SHEA’S THEATR

Matinee % WEEK OF < Evenings
Daily25 5 APRIL4 ., 25& 50

SEATS ON SALE THURSDAY

Direct From the Palace Theatre, London,

THE PALACE CGIRLS

Assisted by James Clemons.

MISS WILLETTE WHITAKER
Assisted by F. Wilbur Hill.

SPALDING & RIEGO
Flying Trapeze Comedians.
i

| BEATRIGE INGRAM & CO.

Presenting ‘‘The Duchess."’

. ANDERSON & GOINES
Singing and Dancing Comedians.

THE KINETOGRAPH
All New Pictures.

Special Extra Attraction

LADDIE CLIFF

England’s Premier Boy Comedian. :




