
yet as bad as that of the Allies Just 
before Foch took command, after Petain 
had saved Haig by closing the gap 
between the Oise and the Somme. But 
that position was one of deadly peril, 
and Ludendorff’s, if not so critical, is 
one of extreme discomfort, carrying 
with it the patent danger of disaster 
In the immediate future and hourly 
getting worse.i

The thing I would say to my readers 
now is just this: Things have gone we 
ter than anyone could have foreseen 
and most of us hoped this year. I be­
lieve that there la a very good chance 
that the Germans will be driven to the 
frontier before winter, but I think this 
Is a matter of conjecture. On the other 
hand, it is possible that he will be able 
to rally and stand off attack until the 
end of this campaign. But whatever he 
does now in the remaining weeks of 
this campaign, his complete defeat next 
year seems to me beyond question. I 
believe a military decision will be had 
in the next campaign, when American 
millions are available and these are 
used with the supreme genius of Mar-

VON they constitute in reality the pursuit 
of an enemy from one series of posi­
tions to the next. Unless the enemy 
Is so demoralized in this pursuit be­
tween positions that he cannot stand 
on the next series of lines the war of 
movement will presently come to an 
abrupt end. If he is, then we shall 
see a march of victory going far for­
ward, but it will not be a war of move­
ment then, but just an uninterrupted 
pursuit until the enemy can find a new 
position and stand either at the Meuse 
or the Rhine.

Chance tor the Clever Fighter.
The engaging aspect of Foch’s strat- 

egy is that it permits no period of rest 
for the enemy. Ludendorff is always 
being attacked. If one Allied army 
rests another is at work, and each 
army’s success opens the way for the 
attack of another. There is an ever 
present demand for reserves; the strain 
increases, it does not diminish; the 
whole line cannot stabilize itself; a 
local dislocation is always in progress, 
and this is communicating itself to ad­
joining sectors. So far it has been 
something like the strategy of a light- 
weight boxer against a heavyweight, in 
which the skill of the smaller man has 
enabled him to rain blow after blow

have seen the limit of the application 
of the strategy. On the contrary, new 
attacks by new armies seem inevitable.

Now, looked at from the broadest 
possible horizon, what does the Foch 
strategy aim at? Primarily it aims at 
destroying the organization and the 
morale of the central German armies 
before they can reach a position on 
which the front will become stabilized. 
Such a position exists in the old Hin­
denburg line. To this there is every 
reason to believe that the Germans are 
now turning, but the measure of the 
success of Foch will not be found in the 
territory regained when the Germans 
get back to their old defensive sys- 
tems, but the condition in which they 
reach these systems and the cost to 
them in men and guns of their retire­
ment. Don't look at the map between 
Arras and Soissons, as long as the 
Hindenburg line stands, to get any 
measure of Allied success; read, rather, 
the daily lists of the totals of prisoners, 

1 guns and materials captured. The 
■ground is a desert, and in all human 
I probability Ludendorff, left to himself, 
1 would have retired at least as far as the 
!upper Somme If Rawlinson’s successful 

thrust of August 8 had been a solitary 
I blow and not one in a carefully arrang­

ed series. Between the old Somme 
front and the Hindenburg line there is 
only a desert: the man who has it be­
hind him is the worse off. because even 
the ways of communication are lacking, 
while his troops in reserve are without 
cover or protection against the weather.

pivot of the "soft" front, the positions 
about Lens

A Whole of Many Parts.
Now it is essential to recognize at 

the outset that this Foch strategy, this 
strategv revealed in a series of blows. 
In the "dislocation of a sector of front 
which would result in the destruction of 
the equilibrium in adjoining sectors, 
was not a strategy based upon hap­
hazard blows. The whole series of attacks was perfectly co-ordinated and 
army followed army Into the attack, as 
various divisions wheel into line from 
side streets to join a city procession. 
It was a whole of many parts, but the 1tortswere all perfectly fitted. Nor is 
there any reason to believe that we

mans were retiring toward Peronne 
right across the familiar country of the 
first Battle of the Somme. It was be­
coming patent that unless this disloca­
tion were promptly checked it was 
bound to extend still further to the 
south and compel the Germans to get 
out of Roye, Chaulnes and Noyon.

Furthern than this, on Monday. Au­
gust 26, when this article is written, 
the operative front of Byng had been 
suddenly extended northward astride 
the Scarpe, and the British were retak­
ing positions familiar in the reports of 
Allenby’s Battle of Arras, begun on 
April 9. 1917, just at the close of the 
Hindenburg retreat. Already the at­
tack was approaching the northern

front on which a local dislocation, if it 
were considerable, might set the whole 
front from the Scarpe to the Oise in 
motion. It was, therefore, an Ideal 
front on which to put into operation the 
French, as contrasted with the German, 
method of strategy, the swift, sharp 
blow rather than the mass attack. For 
Foch had not the masses which were 
necessary to repeat the German per- 
formance of March, and, beyond all else, 
it was essential that he should not give 
the foe time to transform a soft into 
a rigid front.

CHANCE OF DECISIVE DEFEAT 
FOR ENEMY IN 1918; BUT NEXT 
YEAR HIS DOWNFALL CERTAII Breaking Into the Crust.

As a result we had on August 8 the 
sudden blow of Rawlinson, delivered on 
Thursday and practically checked by 
Sunday. It broke through a consider­
able extent of the soft front from the 
Somme southward, and it enabled 
Debeny’s first French army, to the 
south, to move forward on its Hank. 
The result was the precipitate retire­
ment of the Germans out of the point 
of the Montdidier salient, with the loss 
of 30,000 prisoners and 700 guns. On 
the whole front the Germans brought 
the enemy to a standstill by August 
12 on the old Somme front of 1916.

But this dislocation from the Somme 
right down to the Mats had materially 
affected that portion of the German line 
from the Matz to the Oise, holding the 
Lassigny Heights. which were a vital 
circumstance in the new German front 
to the north. Accordingly, when Raw- 
linson and Debeny had done their work. 
Humbert, with his third French army, 
suddenly intervened, and by a series or 
sharp attacks pushed the Germans right 
over the Lassigny Heights, across the 
tiny Dlvette and in upon Noyon. While 
the German line still held at Roye and 
Chaulnes, it began to give way at

LIQUIDATING LUDENDORFF’S ASSETS
Brilliant Strategy of Foch in Series of Quick Blows Has 

Sent the Groggy Giant Reeling to His 
Certai n Doom.

LERUCESNORTH SEA OSTEND
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wES shal Foch. _ ,, . „
The One Remaining Peril.

The one peril, it seems to me. Is that 
the happy turn of tide may lead us to 
expect too much this year and thus 
give the German a valuable weapon 
when he comes to us, as he will, this 
winter and says:, 

"Neither ride can win the war on the 
battlefield. I tried and failed last year, 
and then you tried and failed, there- 
fore let us make peace by negotiation." 
We may win the war on the battlefield, 
this year; there is a chance, but only 
a chance. But this is not our year to 
win. but Me. He has had his chance 
and failed; our chance can only come 
surely next year. Our problem this 
year was to live, and in the last five 
weeks we have won a second Marne, 
a third and even a fourth Somme, taken 
110.000 prisoners, and regained 1.600 
square miles of France, while a little 
earlier our Italian ally won the Plave.

If we are stopped for the rest of the 
year at the Hindenburg line we shall be 
better off than any reasonable man 
could have hoped for last March, and 
we shall have every reason in the world: 
for believing that before this time next 
year we shall have demonstrated that 
the German is to be decisively beaten 
on the battle field in the campaign of, 
1919. Major General Tom Bridges oil

By Frank H. Simonds
Author of “The Great War,” “They Shall Not Pass." 

(Copyright, 1818, Tribune Association, New York Tribune.).
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GEQULERS/ upon his opponent, confusing him, daz­
ing him, punishing him considerably, 
but more conspicuously shaking his 
confidence. The German, on the other 
hand, has in the past, when he had 
the offensive, staked all on the knock- 
out blow, which he never quite landed. 
Now, when the heavyweight is weary, 
the comparatively fresh opponent has 
his chance.

We have now to reckon with the pos­
sible and the probable. It is possible 
that the German strategy may at any 
moment collapse and some local thrust 
produce a real disaster. This did ap­
proximately happen in March, when 
Gough's army, routed in the first two 
days of the conflict, retreated straight 
away from the French, who were try­
ing to come to Its assistance and al­
most gave the Germans Amiens. It is 
less likely to happen in the German 
army, because there is no comparison 
between the German staff and the Brit­
ish. just as there will be no compari­
son between any staff we may create 
in this war and the French staff. This 
is the fatal defect of new armies, and 
the British, as contrasted with the 
French or German armies, is a r ew 
army- Only Defensive Left?

A real disaster might make a Ger-

VSSEL(WRITTEN AUGUST 26TH.)
Substantially three weeks have now passed since Foch, having gained the 

Initiative at the Marne, launched the first of his blows at the Somme, that of 
August 8 In that period we have seen a bewildering and almost unfathomable 
August of French strategy as contrasted with German. The events of the revelation from March 21 onward taught us the German method, the combina- ton of men and material in a colossal and brutal attempt to win %decision by 

force The strategy was a strategy of mass, of momentum, the effort by 
the employment of the most gigantic machine military history has known to 

overpower all Fesietuncend July is the Germans delivered three major blows, 

5 

ho five out t the Marne, which took on additional importance when the

Nik Loses Attacking Power.
Foch knew. Ludendorff knew, after। 

August 8, that there would be a Ger­
man retreat; probably both were sure 
of it after the battle of the Marne 
salient had turned against the Ger­
man. Foch's problem was to prevent 
Ludendorff from repeating Hinden­
burg’s exploit and making a retirement 
without the loss of men or guns, an­
other such retreat as that of March. 
1917. If Ludendorff could get away in 
good order and with small loss he might 
be in shape to make a new bid for the 
initiative, make a later attack in 
Flanders, Artois or Lorraine, possibly 
between Rheims and Verdun. But he 
had to consume his reserves in pre­
venting a retreat from degenerating in­
to & rout he would find himself, when 
he did get back to the Hindenburg line, 
in no shape to make an attack.

Now. in this battle between two rivals 
Foch has had in the first three weeks 
all the best of it. Since he first struck 
the Germans in the Mame salient they 
have lost more than 110,000 prisoners 
and above 2,000 guns. Set that against 
90,000 prisoners and about 2,000 guns 
claimed by the Germane for their op- 
erations between March 21 and April 
29. The time is about the same, the 
capture of prisoners by the Allies 
greater. So far the German has paid 
a high price for his retreat. He has 
found his infantry assailed after his 
guns had gone to the rear and before 
his rearguards could go. He has been 
harried, hustled, badgered by blows, 
now in the north, now in the south.

MAZE

ILLE

Lassigny.
The Indirect Menace.

But the dislocation of the Germans 
on the Lassigny Heights had a weak­
ening influence upon the Germans 
across the Oise in the triangle be­
tween the Oise and the Aisne. Their 
flank toward the Olse was becoming 
menaced, and the progressive disloca­
tion of the soft front between Arras 
and Soissons now extended to the 
sectors between Noyon and Soissons. 
This situation was promptly recognized 
and met by another swift, sure blow 
this time delivered by Mangin, who 
had first struck at Soissons, south of 
the Aisne, in the days of the second 
Marne, but now transferred the mass of 
his tenth army to the north bank of 
the Aisne and struck all the way from 
the Otse to the Aisne. In three days 
he had bundled the Germans out of all 
the strong positions south of the Oise 
and west of the Ailette to the very 
edge of Soissons. He had taken 13,000, 
prisoners and more than 200 guns. He 
found himself by the middle of the 
week of August 19 holding all the 
positions occupied by the French be­
tween the Oise and the Aisne, held 
after the March 21 offensive and before 
the German attack of June 9, as far 
east as the Ailette.

Byng Enters the Game.
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CAMBRAIdrive to the east had failed.
No Hun Blow Decisive, see

Now In each of the three operations 
the general circumstances were the 
same: an enormous concentration, a 
terrific initial drive, the gradual ex- 
haustion of the forces engaged and 
thereafter a pause of upward of a month 
during which the enemy had to recon­
stitute his mighty machine. And in each 
case the delay proved to he of greater 
value to the Antes than to the enemy. 
No blow was immediately decisive; fail- 
ing this each delay permitted the Allies to reorganize their shattered ranks. The 
pause after Picardy gave Britain time to 
send metropolitan troops to F rance, en- 
rbled France to recall troops from Italy: 
this delay and the delay after the Aisne 
victory gave America time to send to 
Foch the numbers which were to Insure 
him an eventual superiority and more 
immediately with reserves which were 
used with such effect In the Marne 
counter-offensive.

On its third effort the German ma­
chine broke down, the strategy was de- 
feated by a swift, well calculated but 
relatively light blow delivered by Mangin 
toward Soissons. The German giant was 
caught off his balance and 8 quick 
Now brought him down in a heap. By 
comparison with the German blow in 
Picardy on March 21 the July 18 stroke 
was insignificant: not more than a tenth 
AS many divisions were used, the con- 
centration of material was incomparably 
less. The blow prevailed because the 
point selected for the thrust was the

and that there was a reasonable oppor­
tunity for a successful German local of­
fensive either toward Calais or about aft MESHES

the British army, who reorganized 
King Albert’s forces, once said to me 
that the thing that he had found most 
dangerous in German methods was the 
advantage they took of unwarranted 
optimism, of too great hopes held by! 
the enemy which were beyond Immed­
iate realization and when they were not1 
realized were followed by equally un- 
reasonable pessimism. To me this is 
the only remaining danger. For the 
rest there is Foch, recent victories and 
ever increasing American numbers, the 
defeated submarine and the ever-grow­
ing material advantage of the Allied 
armies, and there is a chance, a bare 
chance, of a decisive victory this year 
—as against the certainty of next year.

All depended upon two un-Ypres. Asuatuy”the actual strength ofknown factors.
ofFoch and the comparative weakness 

Ludendorff.
Foch Gained Mastery.

man stand at the Hindenburg line im­
possible and might he the prelude to, a 
general retirement to the line of the 
Meuse, but if it be possible such a solu­
tion is improbable. Much more likely 
Is a continuation of this expensive 
retreat until the Germans are back on 
the Hindenburg line or that line amend- 
ed, as they may have chosen to amend 
It in the recent months. Such a retire­
ment would almost inevitably involve a 
withdrawal north of the Aisne. Once 
the retreat is accomplished then will 
come the real test. Can Ludendorff at­
tack? Will he have the reserves left to 
make one more thrust somewhere. W 111 
Foch have taken so heavy a toll that 
the defensive will be all that remains

Al
The major riddle was answered 

August 8, when Foch threw Rawlinson 
against the German salient in Picardy 
at the point of junction of the armies 
of Marwitz and Hutier. The success of 
the attack settled the question of the 
initiative lor a considerable period of

on
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time, perhaps for the rest of the war. 
The German defeat was obviously to 
have consequences which would compel 
Ludendorff, in seeking to minimize 
these consequences and escape from a 
position which had become untenable, 
to conform to Foch's will for a period 
of weeks at the very least. This was 
not the case with the Marne defeat: Its 
consequences were local. It involved a 
retirement only in one strictly limited 
area, between Rheims and Soissons, and 
there was not, after the first two days, 
the smallest chance of the dislocation

cast now in the centre.
Conceivably Ludendorf had hoped to 

make a long stay west of the Hinden- 
burg line, possibly he intended to hold 
the old Somme line for a period of time. 
If this be the case then he has suf­
fered a sweeping defeat, but this seems 
an unlikely conjecture. The weakness 
of his positions was too obvious. At all 
events he was attacked before he could 
start anything but the most limited 
local retreats; he had to accept battle 
at last about Bapaurne. and the various 
attacks upset the equilibrium of his 
whole front from Soissons to the en­
virons of Arras. The consequence has 
been a loss of more than 40.000 prison­
ers since the end of the original thrust 
of Rawlinson and Debeny, which alone 
cost him upward of 35,000 prisoners.

It is a mistake to measure present 
gains by the old standards of trench 
warfare. Byng went further in three 
days of his latest drive than Rawlinson 
was able to make in six months on the 
Somme in 1916. But the enemy is not 
making the same fight and the ground 
has not the same value. Such a success 
In 1916 would have meant the expulsion 
of the Germans from France, for then 
they had no Hindenburg line behind 
them and no such comparative strength

But by midweek Mangin’s thrust was 
losing its force; the German lines were 
beginning to stabilize on advantageous 
ground. Humbert and Debeny were still 
before the old Somme lines, from Noyon 
to Roye: Rawlinson could make further 
easy progress between Albert and Roye. I 
It was time to produce a new disloca- 
tion. Thereupon Foch threw Byng 
against the Germans between Albert 
and Arras, which position had been in 
a small degree compromised by the dis­
locations whicli had taken place to the 
south. The result, after a somewhat 
less rapid initial gain, was the swift ad­
vance of Byng's army in the next four 
days right up to the outskirts of Ba- 
paume, and as far as the old Hinden­
burg line to the north about Croisilles.

This advance is the more Interesting 
because its consequences shed Interest­
ing light upon the old Battle of the 
Somme. In 1916 Haig had striven to 
advance northeast along the Albert- 
Bapaume highroad and turn the Ger­
mons out of the high ground west and 
on either bank of the Ancre. He had 
succeeded only after the terrible sum­
mer and autumn campaign, and he did 
not reach the outskirts of Bapaume 
until the German retreat of March. 
1917. But now. In less than four days. 
Byng, manoeuvring at the north, was 
on the very edge of Bapaume and all 
the Germans in the old and famous 
battle positions to the south; Thiepval, 
with its adjoining redubts and Invalu­
able high ground—the ridge of 1916 
battle history —was evacuated; the dis­
location which had before extended 
from south to north was now extend­
ing from north to south, and the Ger-
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TAKES OFF TAN
to his foe?

And if the German is no longer able 
to attack, what of Foch? Is his present 
strategy the first step toward a larger 
plan which shall seek to bring about a 
retirement of the Germans out of the 
Hindenburg line and a withdrawal to 
the Belgian frontier? Many critics be­
lieve this, and French friends of mine 
have forecast that the Hindenburg line 
will be "ours" by October 1. By con­
trast there is an equally strong im­
pression that Foch has not yet con­
templated any grandiose second blow, 
that lie could only launch such a blow 
If his success in the present phase 
weakened the German army to a point 
where it could be attacked with some 
certainty of a supreme success. In all 
such calculations it is well to remember 
that Foch is an apostle of the offensive: 
he won the Marne by attacking with an 
army defeated and almost routed.

Hourly Grows Worse.
Nothing that has yet happened pre­

cludes a desperate attempt on Luden­
dorff’s part to regain the Initiative 
when his line has been stabilized. Noth­
ing proves that he will not be able to 
stabilize the front in a relatively near 
time and not further east than the 
Hindenburg line. His position is not

CRADNNE

wire.
EsrRCts ATTCHY, 1

V • COMPIEGNE ' -

extending beyond these pivots of the 
Marne salient.

A "Soft Crust" Front.
But it was just the opposite in 

Picardy. Here the Germans occupied 
a front which had no permanent 
anchorages for more than eighty miles. 
From Soissons to Arras the German 
front was a front created by hazard 
and as a consequence of the successes 
of the spring battles. It was. to use a 
simple figure, a "soft crust." unprovid­
ed with the system of defences which 
made the Hindenburg line a permanent 

without the elaborate trench 
lines which had confronted Haig and 
Foch at the Somme in 1916. The Gor­
man front between Soissons and Arras

Girls! Make bleaching lotion 
if skin is sunburned, 

tanned or freckled

RHEIMS
CREPY

FROESNES
RENLIS

Squeeze the juice of two lemons Into: 
a bottle containing three ounces of 
Orenard White, shake well, and you 
have a quarter pint of the best freckle.1 
sunburn and tan lotion, and complexion 
beautifier, at very, very small cost.

Your grocer has the lemons and any 
drug store or toilet counter will supply 
three ounces of Orchard White for a few 
cents. Massage this sweetly fragrant 
lotion into the face. neck, arms and 
hands each day and see how freckles, 
sunburn, windburn and tan disappear 
and how clear, eoft and white the akin 
becomes. Yes! It is harmless.

weak point.
The Two Chief Factors.

After the Second Battle of. the Marne 
we all saw that the German plan of 
campaign was in the discard. Luden 
dorff could no longer hope to win the barrier; 
war in the campaign of 1918. Foon 
had won his defensive victory and he 
was now assured that the older Allies 
could hold out until the new Allies, the 
American millions, were In their places 
on the western front and the Allied 
fence had become possible. But what 
we could not perceive, what no one did 
perceive, was whether the Initiative 
would henceforth belong to the victor 
of the second Marne or he would resign 
it to Ludendorff and await a later op- 
portunity to regain it. We knew that . ..
Ludendorff had reserves to the north tacked, but adjoining sectors.
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was merely a jumping-off place, at 
which the Germans had paused, in their
offensive with the intention of resum­
ing the advance at a later period.

The result was that any considerable 
success of the Allies, any material ad- 
vanoe at any point on all this bulging 
line which had its extreme western 
point at Montdidier, would inevitably 
sot in motion not merely the front at- 

It was a

(Map Illustrating Simonds’ Article.)
The black area shows the German gains from March 21 to 

July 18. The diagonal lines indicate the territory recovered by 
the Allies from July 18 to August 26. ______ _______

in numbers.
In 1916 Would Have Been Expulsion.

It is an equally serious mistake to 
think that the present rapid advances 
are a sign of the return of an unlim­
ited war of movement. They are not;
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