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IT IS NATURE’S

WATERWAY

FOR CARRYING OF GRAIN

Something About the Trent Valley Canal, Its Capabilities and

Prospects and tbe Territory It Serves—Has Largest
Hydraulic Lift-Lock in World.

Editor World: Sir,—It is an aston-
ishing fact that at the present time
Canadjan people know little or mno-
thing about that great projected na-
tional grain-carrying waterway, the
Trent Canal, now about two-thirds
completed, and which was at one time
more sensibly named the “Trent Valley

Canal.”

The intention is to connect the North
American upper lakes at the city of
Midland on Georgian Bay, where the
great ocean-like steamers after have-
ing carried the grain across the upper

lakes from “Britain’s granary” {n the
Canadian Northwest, will discharge
into the Trent Canal barges, and, after
passing on thru this I'rent
waterway, will enter Lake Ontario at
its eastern end, either at the town
of Port Hope or Trenton, and from
thence proceed by Wway of the £t
Lawrence River canals to the sea-
port city of Montreal, where the barges
will discharge direct into the great
ocean carriers for Europe-

These Trent Canal barges will have
a capacity of 25,000 bughels each, and
will be hauled, several in consort, by
steam tug from Georgian Bay to Mont~
real, and will there be discharged di-
rect by floating elevators into the
ocean steamers, thus relieving the im-
mense outlay for elevators at Mont-
real.

The Trent Valley route is “nature’s |

short grain-carrying waterway,” and
how ungrateful it would be were we
not to utilize that with which she has
endowed us! It was the route taken
by that great pioneer, Champlain,and
furthermore, a canal route by way of
the Trent Valley was decided by the
imperial government to be the most
economlical waterway between the up-
per lakes and the seaport of Montreal,
and the money was voted for part of
the work and, in fact, several of the
locks were constructed, but, the Mar--
kenzie rebellion breaking out,the monay
was appropriated for the purpose of
giving it a quietus.

In 1880 the attention of the then
Minister of Railways and Canals was
directed to it, and the Canadian gov-
ernment was So impressed with the

Valley |

route as an international waterway,
that later on, in 1887, the government
appointed a commission to consider
the advisability of continuing the
work. This commission was composed
of Judge Weller of Peterboro,’ John
Kennedy, C.E., of Montreal (now har-
bor master), and Frank Turner, C.E.,
of Toronto, in his day a railway build-
er of world-wide reputation, who took
evidence at the chief ports on the greas
Inkes as well as on the seaboard, and
from the evidence adduced, they re-
ported favorably for the completion of
the canal,

Next summer construction will bHe
80 far completed that a stretch of 150
miles of inland navigation will be open-
ed between Lakes Couchiching and
Simcoe. on the north and Rice Like
on the south, and there will be only
two short sections remaining, the one
i ‘being at the north end and the other
at the south end. The north section
will either cut across country a dis-
tance of 12 miles, following the Not=
tawasaga Valley, or else will follow
up the Severn FKiver, which will re-
quire to be canalized by means of
dams, which would cause flooded nav-
igable reaches of the river.

The uncompleted section in the south
between Rice Lake and Lake Ontario,
further surveys of which are now be-
ing made, will cost two and a nalf
million dollars or less, and efforts are
now being made to induce parliament

| 8ive

to commence conglruction and thus
seaboard communication to an
extent of country having a coast line
of about 1000 miles, and having ga
town population alone of nearly 350,000
people located on the shores of tis
navigable waterway. The work now
done would be of value,

The route of this proposed souther-

ly section will

pass south
across Rice Lake and cut across tha
isthmus of 12 miles, following the

Smith Creek Valley, and enter Lake
Ontario in a good harbor at the town
of Port Hope, and would then follow
along the shore some 25 miles, pass-
ing several good towns with harbors
and into the Bay of Quinte thru the
five-mile Murray Canal, and then pass
on thru the St. Lawrence River canals
to Montreal. Otherwise the route will
pass east thru Rice Lake and follow

the Trent River Valley to the town

TRENT VALLEY CANAL.
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These chambers, guided between thre

nately up and down,and barges or ves-
8els are hauled in or ou* by means of
hydraulic capstans, and about 12 min-
utes is sufficient to cage, lift and lib-
eériate the enclosed vessels, whereas it
would take about one and a half hours
to do a like lockage on the old-fash-
ioned system, such as on the Welland
or Erie Canal,

utility and purposes,

of Trenton on the Bay of Quinte, a
distance of some 54 miles, over half
of which is already ' navigable, the
canal route using the river at times
and in other portions cutting across
country,

The middle stretch of the canal of
160 miles, spoken of as already about
completed, between Lake Simcoe and
Rice Lake, i8 composed of delightful
stretches of navigable lakes and rivers,
which for the most part lle transverse=~
ly across the line of canal and which
are linked together by means of locka,
One stretch of lakes alone, now nav-
igable, and upon which there is a large
fleet of steamers and launches, ex-
tends for a distance of 70 miles and
is known as the “Kawartha Lakes,”
a summer resort now rapidly outrival-
ing the famed Muskoka Lakes, and
also noted for its bass and ’lunge.
They commence at Balsam Lake on
the north and end at Lakefield near
Peterboro on the south, the lakes pass-
ed thru being Balsam, Cameron,
Sturgeon, Pigeon, Buckhorn, Deer,
Lovesick, Clear and Katchewanooks,
while the lgcks are: Rosedale, Fenelon
Falls, Bobcaygeon, Buckhorn Falls,
Lovesick, Burleigh Falls and Young's
Point, The biggeet drop is at Bur-
leigh Falls, the difference in level
there being nearly 30 feet, these falls
having a reservoir or millpond of soms=
50 square miles.

The country northeast, and contigu=
ous to the canal, has enormous quan-
tities of hardwoods suitable for Tur-

niture manufacturing purposes, and
is. at present only waiting until the
canal barges can receive it at the

mouths of the streams tribuary there-
to, hardwood floating for a short dis-
tance only. Of course millions of d0l-
lars of pine have already been float~1
out thru this waterway. The middle
and southern portion of Central On-
tario are a grain-growing district, in
fact, the largest cereal company in the
world has recently erected mills at
Peterboro, “The Waterpower City,”
having a capacity of ten million bush~-
els per annum, chiefly for European
trade, and one reason for its location
there was that an assurance was given
that the Trent Valley Canal would soon
be completed,

Already this whole district has felt
the local benefits of the canal, Aot=
ably Peterboro, where three of the
largest factories of their kind in Can-
ada have recently been located. In
fact, a member of the great Roths-
child banking house, when visiting
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this section of the world several yeirs
ago, stated that this district was de-
stined to be one of the great manufac~
turing centres of the continent.

At Peterboro the great hydraulie
lift=-lock, the largest in the world,
which will be completed in a few
weeks, will lift the 25,000 bushe!
barges from the lower level to the
upper level of the canal, o vice versa,
by means of pontoons or water-tight
steel boxes 140 feet by 33 feet wide,
with a depth of eight feet in the clear.
These pontoons are closed at the

h

real,even tho having been antagpnistic

huge and high towers, built of con
crete, are carried by means of heavy
trusses, supported on top of two pis-

tons or rams, seven and a half feet in E

4]'if‘{r?(.lt;r’h whif'l? n'.mrk in two sf.(.rvl I repeat again, let the Trent Valley A luxury for the Bath and Tollet, and | Diginfectant for the household, which should P08 CLIANISG
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Four of these great Uft=locks will be

suve altogether about six hours over

used on the Trent Canal, the second | The appeal of the Walkerville Matehn Q/§ ——
one located at the height of land, near | Company from the decision of Chief 81’ -
Balsam Lake, being now also nearly Justice Falconbridge against the i J
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1 ask is, give me reasonable security.

PAY WHEN CURE

Dr. Mciaughiin’s Eleciric Beitis the only clectric appliance
sold in Canada with which the patient has the care of a phy-
sician during the time it is uscd. Agents or drug stores are not allowod tosell my Beits,

Man., says:—

To prove to you the confidence I have in the curative powers
of my Belt, I am willing to accept your case, and after I have cured you, then pay me, All
You can then use my Belt at my risk and

Every man who adinires the perfection of physical strength should read my beauti-
fully illustrated book. It tells how strength s lost and how I restore it with my
I will send this book, closely sealed, free upon request.

DR. M. 0 McLAUGHLIN, 130 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ont.

Office Hours—9 a.m. to 8.30 p.m.
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the route and studied

it was a necessity as a means of local
transportation as well as a thru route
from the great upper lakes to Mont-

to it previously.

report of the Chamber of Commerce
of the State of New York, under the
heading of “/I'ne Diversion of Trade
from the Port of New York,” the fol-
lowing statement is made, “New York
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J. Alex. Culverwell,
Peterboro, Sept. 17, 1903.
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"“An excellent Food, admirably adapted
to the wants of Infants and young persons,”
8ir CHAS. A. CAMERON, C.B.,, M.D,
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GOLD MEDAL AWARDED
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Dr, Agnew's Heart Cure releves!
| heart disease in 30 mins. and cures,

while in Ontario 1t




