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tries to assert itselt, but the whole series of ropes
and pulleys creak and cry, the forces of the human
heart become entangled among the forces of the
human automaton, and only with difficulty can
the moral purpose transmit itself into some tor-

tured shape of result.

This abstract being, the Nation, is ruling India.

We have seen in our country some brand of tinned
food advertised as entirely made and packed with-
out being touched by hand. This description

applies to the governing of India, which is as

little touched by the human hand as possible.

The governors need not know our language, need
not come into personal touch with us except as
officials

;
they can aid or hinder our aspirations

from a disdainful distance, they can lead us on a
certain path of policy and then pull us back again
with the manipulation of office red tape; the
newspapers of England, in whose columns' Lon-
don street accidents are recorded with some
decency of pathos, need but take the scantiest

notice of calamities happening in India over areas
of land sometimes larger than the British Isles.

But we, who are governed, are not a mere


