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hamlH of Bif'hops or Aichbisliops have Iwen i)lncc(l in

cn-cmonial coriHCcnition. From tlie imiiics given to these

ofticorn, and nanctioned by the Jloly Ghont, wo sco thai

there arc most important functions eonneeted^Avith tii;«

office. You are to be pastors. You arc to watch over

ilie Hhec]), to tend them with the utmost wisdom and with

u yearning heart. You ar<^ ministers of the Word of (i«xl,

and this precious book is to be the sour-e of your

!> -aching. To this book bring all the lea. ning that

you possibly can. Look with vour eyea open ui)on aU

that is taking place. But remember that the foundation

ol'your sermons is to bo found in this Word. And then

you are rulers in the Church of Christ. And you will

find that this needs much wisdom. Sometime* you may

shrink under a Henso of the responsibilities devolving

upon you. But bear in mind that you are rulers in the

Church of God, and be faithful in this duty as those wh<*

»hall have to give account to God.

You have professed to l)e called to the work of the

tninistry. It is more than a mere call to preach—that is

a very defective view of your position. A call to preach

thousands of men have. And how cordially we welcome

those who give themselves to the study of the Woixl

during their leisure, and to the preaching of the Word on

the Sabbath ! But yours is a greater call than that. You

hereby covenant to give yourselves fully and devotoiUy

to the service of Christ and His Church. Your whole

tin.e and energy arc to be devoted to this service. Aiid

considering the temper of the times I ought to remind

you that your call and your otfice is greater than that of

lay Evangelists who have done so much for God, and who

have been so greatly blessed. For they may bring to a

termination at any period their labors, but not so with you-

in the hearing of this congregation, to-night, you have so-
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