
,t'

^ •

^

C 2<^ "I

with England on the carpet. It is, no doubt, to th*e pro^*

found filenceof oureovernmentonthisfubje£l, whehhc left

Paris, that we mu(l attribute the paiTive line of condu£t

he has held in circumftances fo important. Genet had

given the alarm on, the real intentions of the adminiftira-

tion } but his conduct, his paflions, rendered his reports

fufpefted, and other paflions, interefted in a contrary

diredion, have npde promifes which have only^ ended
,

in prolonging our fecurity. As foon as the conftuutional

government wai^fettled, and that the Direftory was in

a fituation to follow any fyftem as to external afiairs, it

could not be long without perceiving how we had been

the dupes of America. The treaty of London had com-

pletely opened all eyes: The material change which waa

openly efFefted in the neutrality of the United States, by

virtue of that treaty,* has put thefeal of duplicity and

of falfhood on the aflurances fo often repeated, that the

treaty Ihould make no change in the ftate of things which

exifted prior to that treaty. The United States, on the
'

firft intelligence of our awakening, "took for hoftilitics

theendingof our exceflive and patient toleration. General

Wafhington, feeing the end of his political career darken^

ed by clouds which announced a ferious difcontent on

the part of the Republic, fought, by a mieafure equaHy

ur.juft and impolitic, to efcape its odiums He irecallcd

Mr. Monroe, who has been guilty of the vprong, accor-

ding to his view of things, of being attached to the prin-

ciples of our revolution, and of being the open enemy

to Britilh influence, as well as to the fyftem wluch that

influence hadcaufed to be adopted. He believed it in

his power to throw upon Mr. Monrocj and upon his par-

ty, all the blame arifing from the a£lual ftate of things,

by accufmg him, as it were, of having caufed it. The

refult of this falfe ftep has been to leave the Dirfeftory

abandoned, without any counterpoife, to its fufpicions;

this event has confirmed and encreafed them, and our

meafures have become, more decifivc. Far from ex-

plaining our condu£t as it was natural by the lyfterai

• The French mi nifter was notified, after the exch«ngfrOf_ ririfi-

ca ions, that weftiould no longer enjjy the advantage, which till

tlicii had bean grantei uj, to fell in the American port* our Eng;*

)i(fa prizes.
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