
BOOK I

ty was grant"

lerica aiid the

;li»h colonists

Lnding the re-

did there not

ind enterpris-

3n envied, by

of the globe

especially in

of, a striking

rds her colo-

vvith that of

dthout grati-

:ity, and the

(ged by Eng-
nany discon-

of rivalship,

British, neg-

nericans had
w citizens in

I, was a spec-

e with indif-

ig others for

ping to reap

from theirs;

le commerce
1 laws, or by
!S of soil and
lien to their

led for arms
il bias much
hese profes-

Vnd as their

md renders

lediately to

s, redoubts,

tit, and in a
om one ex-

can neither

vantages of

3, occupied

flOOK I THE AMEHICAN WAR. 99

desert or sterile regions. An immense solitude, impenetrable forests
surrounded them on all sides.

'

The conduct of the English was very different ; they advanced
only step by step, restricting themselves to the cultivation of what
they possessed, and not seeking to extend themselves, until urged by
the exigencies of an increased population. Their progress was there-
fore slow, but sure

; they occupied no new lands, until those they
had occupied at first were carried to the highest degree of cultiva-
tion, and inhabited by a sufficient number of individuals. A method
so different, could not fail to produce efl^ects totally contrary ; and
in effect, a century after the foundation of the English and French
colonies, the former presented the image of fertility and abundance
while the latter exhibited but a sterile and scarcely inhabited retrion'
Meanwhile the French, reflecting that either from the rigor of the

climate, or the sterility of the soil, or from defect of industry, or of
suitable laws, they could not hope to direct towards their establish-
ment the commerce of the English colonies, or at least to share its
benefits; convinced, on the other hand, that these colonies were an
inexhaustible source of riches and power for a rival nation, they re-
solved to resort to arms, and to obtain by force what they had failed
to acquire by their industry. They hoped that the discontent of the
Americans would manifest itself, and produce favorable events •

or
at least, that they would be less prompt to engage in the contest.
They well knew that in the American arms, men, munitions and
treasure, must consist all the nerve and substance of the war.

'

Proceeding with their accustomed impatience, without waiting till
their preparations were completed, they provoked the enemy, some-
times complaining that he had occupied lands appertaining to them
i'ometimes themselves invading or disturbing his possessions. This
the British government deeply resented

; and war between the two
nations broke out in the year 1755. But the effects little corre-
^ponded with such confident hopes ; the councils of England being
directed by William Pitt, afterwards eari of Chatham, a man, for thepower of his genius, and the purity of his manners, rather single
than rare; the affairs of Great Britain succeeded so prosperously'
and her arms acquired so decided a superiority, by land and sea
that her enemies, wearied, worsted, and having lost dl hopes of vic-
tory accepted the conditions of the peace of Paris, which was con-Uuded in 1763. It guarantied to the English the possession of the
vast continent of ^orth America, from the banks of the Mississippi
to the shores of Greenland : hut the !«"st !»«««-"-* —:-- /- ^.

was the cession made them, by France, of Canada.
Eng'and also gained, by this treaty, many valuable islands in the


