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Beected and profitable modification, or to acquired and
inherited habit In the same manner, as the northern and
southern thrushes have largely inherited their instinctive
modihcation from a common parent, so no doubt the thrush
and blackbird have likewise inherited much from theircommon progenitor, but with somewhat more considerable
modifications of instinct in one or both species, from that of
tneir ancient and unknown ancestor.

nn Z^kT"^
now consider the variability of the nesting-imtinct. The casesno doubt, would hare been far more numerous, had the subiect been attended

Sta7e, 1L°°"S"''
with the same care as in Great Britin and theSdStates. From the general uniformity of the nests of each species, we cleaHv

chosln onT."?'"^ t^^'l^' ^"l^
^' '''' '"^^^^I' "««d aSdtfe situationchosen on a high or low branch, on a bank or on level ground, whether

nstnS°TheT;?"°^'T'-T T* ^''' to chance, or to int'elligen'ce but iinstinct The Sj/lvia sylmcola, for instance, can be distinguished from twoc o ely allied wrens more readily by its nest being lined with feathers Zn byalmost any other character. ('• Yarrell's British Birds ")
^

««f« T''*^
""^ compulsion often leads birds to change'the situation of theirnests: numerous instances could be given in various parts of the world ofbirds breeding in trees, but in treeless countries on the ground or Tmon^st

fnt; fW.w^ r''*"*^
in "Boston Journ. Nat. Hist.." vol iv, p 249)

P Sn ll?- wl^"^'
'''' ^" '' \* °*^ Labrador. '< in consequoce of th? perse-

M Couoh1«?i7^rf "'''^^^r'
°°^^^>Win trees." instead of in the Ss.Mr. Couch ("Illustrations of Instinct," p. 218) states that three or four

-ThTwhVT^'
of the sparrow (F. dolesuL) having be ndesLyed'

themsSel
1°"^'."' '^ by mutual agreement, quitted the%lace and seUledthemselves amongst some trees at a distance-a situation whi-h thoueh

Sred here° wb ""'T^' "l^^'^
*^^^ ""'' ^^^^^ '^'>-«t«- had ev;r beSe

bnilTl ^r!' ^ ""^

u'^'''
nests became objects of curiosity." The sparrow

hn i?r„„-q l^\^ ""^^1'' °° ^'^^ branches, in ivy, under rooks' nests, in th^

hie martin ^..r'"^"^"''''-"'^
°^*^° «^'^^« °" '^^ °*'«t made'by th^

fZff"^ n , ^- °^» *^''' ^'*"'* ^^"^^y according to the place " (Mon-tegue. "Ornitho. Dict.,"p.482). The Heron (Macgillivray, "Brit. Birds"'vol IV, p. 446: W. Thompson, "Nat. Hist. Ireland," vol i p 146) buildain trees, on precipitous sea-clifPs, and amongst heath on the ground In the

voM??Blo1n"/'^''''l''r.°'''"*
(Peabod/in " Boston Journal Nat. ffisJ.''vol. Ill, p. 209) likewise builds in tall or low trees, or on the ground • and

s^oSmLSr^r'^'^^'
"°"^^^^- ^ -'"--^^- - ^-"-. -ci

Tnrl!?'n?««'^°'!/*^'^*'J"^^P'.^y= ^^ ^"^^ «««° *''at the Taylor-bird inInd^a uses artificial thread instead of weaving it. A wild Gold-finch

and th°en ^T'""''''^ ^u'''^^' 7^' h P" ^2) first took wool, then cotton,

wm often h1?M°'
^,J^^''\'5»« Pl^ed near its nest. The common Robinwill often build under sheds, four cases having been observed in one seasonat one place (W. Thompson. "Nat. Hist. Irellnd." vol. i, p. 14) In Walea

oilfntof ?nll7^
builds against perpendicular clilfs%i?-al/SvS

!.rl«!^ if
^"8^=^"^ against houses; and this must have prodigiously in-creased Its range and numbers. In Arctic America in 1^2b Hirundoluni.frons (Richardson. " Fauna Boreali-Amercani,"p. 331) for the first fme bu"Itagainst houses

; and the nests, instead of being clustered and each "avin^ atubular entrance, were built under the eaves iS a single line and Sthout th2
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