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operations at die fame tin>c. The fuccours that 1776
were feirt, fuffcrcd incrc4iblc hardihips in their v^^
march; which they endured with that fortitude
which had hitherto diftinguiflied the Provioci^ls in »

this war. On. the other hand. General Garietoij
guarded, with his ufual vigilance againrt every
cffprt of fraud, force, an4 furpri^c ; but as all fup-
plics were cut off from the countr;y, the inhabitan?s
and garrifon experienced many diltreffes.

•

Aj5 tljc feafon approached, in which fuppUes from Fruitlefs
England were inevitable, the Americans grew more attempt.
active in their operations. They again renewed *° ^«' t*>c

the ficgc, and ereaed batteries, and made feveral f^^
°"

attempts by fire (hips, and otherwife, to burn the
vcflcls in the harbour. They failed in t^iefe at-
tempts, though fome of them were very boldly con-
duded

; and their troops were at one time drawn
up, and fcaling ladders, with every other prepara-
tion, in readmefs for ftorming the town, during
the confufion which they expefted the fire would
have produced. Thouch they had not all the fuc
cds they wiihed, they however burnt a gr^at part
of the fuburbs, and the remaining houfes being
pulled down to prevent the fpreading of the confla-
gration, aftbrded a moll feafonable relief of fuel to
the town, which had for fome time been exceed-
ingly diftrcfled through the want of that neceflary.
During t^is ftate of things, a party of Canadians Mar. t
which had been embodied by Mr. Beaujeu, with a
defign of rafiing the fiege, were encountered on
their march, and eafily difperfed by a detachment
of the rebels.

Thisfm^U fucqefs was not long fufficient tofup-
port the fpirits of the Provincials. Having failed in
all their attempts with Ihells, firefhips, and red hot
i^alls, to caufe a conflagration in the city, their hope
of taking it by ftorm ceafed, whilft that of fuccecd -

H h a regular fiege was daily Icflcned j indeed

their


