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Hut even, shouW the cost lie raised from E 15, 197, (the pstimeitc ftirth'-nm-ham-bottt imnrovcmont.)

10 £80,000, or £100,000, the difl'ercncc will be far more than conni< rbalanced by the .superior

advantages. This change will enable forwardin;^ to be done by Kiiam-boats adapted to convoyin;:

passengers, and each boat towing two covered barges containing freight equal to 4000 barrels o?

(lour, at the low prices for the latter of 9d. per bbl. from Proscott, or lOil. from Kingston, t<»

Montreal, and up of 1 Id. from Montreal to Prescott,_or la. to Kingston.

But to proceed to the comparison. Tli« chief objects to be nttamed arc mfety, expedilioii,

cheapness, and certainty. In considering the comparative merit* of the two routes the committee
begin wiUi tcjety.

1. All thosewho are conversant with the mode ofnavigating th« St. Lawrence between Montreal
*ndPredCott are aware thutthe losses and injuries to freight have chiefly arisen from one of three

causes. 1. Lealcai|ti ol bouts. •?. Removal of goods from the boats uf the portages and exposure
to wet while undergoinc; r.iriajErc. 3. The duiifi^'ra of the niivigatifm. To the first cause ofdamagr
leakage, the boats on l)oth loutcs will bo equally liable and it can only be avoided by care .and

precaution. The second and third causes of loss will bo done awajr by the proposed improvements
of the river. To the two last forwarding by the Ridcau route will continue to be liaole, at least

until the works on the Ottawa rivor arc completed. At prctent it is found cheaper and more
advantageous to ycnd ]

r(.d!ic(! from the iicif^hborliood of Perth, round by Kinyslon and down the

St. Lawrence to Montreal, than by the Rideau Canal and Ottawa river. But supponin;: the

improvements contcmplaud on both routes are accomplished. And will not the St. Lawrence
he eaually safe for forwarding as fJio Rideau Canal and Ottawa river? Will not produce and
inercliaiiuizc in cfjvercd IJarges towed by Steam Boats on the St. Lawrence, be as secure from
wet or damage as if in lilco Steam BoiUu iiiid Bar^':es on the Rideau route? It would be strangr

ifthey would not. But further, would tlicy not bo less liable to loss on the St. Lawrence?
With the exception ofsome short cutsljy eannid to avoid the rapids, the broad expanse ofwater
in the St. Lawrence ami its Lakes \rouU enable ahnotil any number of Steam Boats to pass and
repass eacli other with jierfect ease and safety. Could this be the case along the line of the
Rideau I 'anal? Far otherwise. Pent up in a narrow, and generally .shallow channel, Steam

There would be constant d'Miger of

and
is

extremely doubtful if it cmdd bo navigated at all by them during the least darkness in the night.

In point ofKttJrty, t'loreforo, it is evident, that for fonvarrling, the St. Lawrence improved, would
not only be fully equal, but somewl'.at. superior to the Rideau route.

2. Next, OS to expcdiUnr. A Steamboat leaving Kingston with two Barges in tow for

Montreal, by tlie Rideau Canal, must ascend 185 feet of Lockage to attain the summit level,

!h.^n descend about 290 feet more to arrive at the Ot.'awa river. In the Ottawa there must be a

furiiier dcsneiit by Locka?:e and another in the Laebine Canal. Assummg the two last

descents to be 43 feet, (they axe probably more,) and thern would be on the whole line SOO feet

of Locic;i,";c, pn whieli thern are about BO Locks. In ^oing and returning between Montreal and
'Kingston, bJjWbi.-; route, P.oats mufit pabs 500 feet of Lockage and 60 Locks twice, making equal

10 TtiOO feet fflfyti»ockage nn(n20 Locks. Now considering these Locks to be scattered along

vhe ^hol'! liiVof tli(! route, the time requir^ii lo unfasten and fasten the Barges in tow, lottin^-^

oft.-ttui gettin*iii]) fiteuni and otlier delays, and that each Boat and Barge must |iass every Lock
>im?ai"6*( '.y, it nmst be admiued that 10 minutes to c.aeh Boat and Barge in pa.ssing a Lock is a

.'very small aliowaiiee; making toa SteH.mboat r.nd its two_ Barges 30 minutes. At this rate t

isii^jimboat with its Barnes would occupy each trip from Kingston to Montreal and back again

mJivo days (ind a half in pas.iing the LocLt oidy

!

rf* 'Again, Gupposu)g}>roduce and mcrrhanili/e are to be transmitted Tietwecn the country above

I Ivin.'iston and Montreal. A lurjio Steam Boat laden arrives at Kingston from above, and her
.' loading is transfcired to l!;C Ridcau Cuial Steamboats and Barges. From Kingston tw

Montreal, via. the Ridcau Ciuial, the distance is estimated at 254 miles. Going and returning,
' ,")08 miles. Allowing each, Steamboat with its two Barges in tow, to progress at the rate of 120

miles per dav, (v.'l^ic.h is certaiidy a great speed for a small Steamboat, towina; 2 Barges with o

*Veight eqiud to 4000 barrels of flour, subject to be delayed by passing other Boats with Barges

III tow and dark nights in a narrow channel and by waiting for other Eoat.s to pass the Locks,)

iim] it Avill rcquin) something more than 4 days and 5 1-2 hours to go and return. Add, say

;J 1-2 hours for hindrance from, currcntis, in ascending from Montreal, and the account for one

:i]i stands tlius

:

Kingston to Montreal and back again, 4 diiys, .5 1-2 hours,

Tlindranee from currents, in ascending, " 61-2 "

J'ossing Loek«, 2 1-2 days, f)r 2 «* 12 "

Boats wif.li Barges in tow would pasa with si;mo difliculty

grounding, or coming in contact and causing leakage and exposure of the loading I o wet ar

loss. So liable, indeed, would the Boats of the Rideau Canal be to such accidents that it

Total> 7 days.


