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ferve more efFeftually to remo '« all Apprehenfions of the

Cclonies being ever able to prejudice this Nation in the

"Woollen Manufacture, to obii^rve, that their Sheep are not

only liable to various Diftempefs, but are (hort-liv* \ and

their Wool is of a very coarfe Staple j for when the Win-

ters from Year to Year admit of little or no Variation, they

are frequently fubjeft to a cutaneous Dilbrdet-, which being

re'Vw'Med wth every Spring, caufes an Itching that fcldom

Icivf s them till they wear off their Fleeces by frequentlr

riib 'i-ig themfelves againft every thing that prefents itfelf

to View, and when the Weather proves dry, and hottef

than common, they tear their Skins as well as Coats, and

are foon Fly-blown, rotten, and deftroyed \ this has often

proved fo contagious as to end in the De(lru6lion of half he

Sheep in the Country ; and when the Winter has been lon-

ger than ufual, 'tis a great Doubt whether their LofTes don't

exceed their Increafe ; for it has twice happened withia

twenty Years, that a third Part of all their Stock has been

carried oiFby the extreme Severity of the Weather.

It is uncommon to eat any Mutton in the Country of

more than three Years Growth, from whence it follows,

that inftead of (laughtering one fifth of their Stock yearly,

as is computed to be the Cafe here, they confume a third

Part, and their Fleeces falling fliort one half in fVeigbt^

they muft neceffarily raife four times the Number of Sheep

to produce an equal Quantity of Wool ; but the Coarfneis

of us Staple, which exceeds that of French Wool, puts it

out of their Power to fabricate fine Cloaths *, and its Short-

nefs renders it of little Ufe but to be wrought into Stockings,

and an ordinary Cloth which is more expenfive, and lefs

durable, than a much finer imported from hence.

It is evident from the preceding Account, that 'tis the

Profit of their Mutton, rather than their Fleeces, that indu-

ces them to fiife any Sheep at ail : Whenever their Lands
have been enriched by Manuring, they find that the raifing

of Beef, Pork and Corn, which are Articles of Exportation,

as well as Home Confumption, is of greater Advantage \ for

the


