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eaten up with zeal for the Monroe Doctrine as to prefer a war

to a fair division of two canal-routes between two great

commercial nations. They may be soothed, too, by per-

mission to seize the coveted northern provinces of Mexico,

when in the exercise of our creditor's right we assume

management of the estates of that impudent and profligate

bankrupt. We have never got satisfaction for the outrages

which led to the abortive joint-expedition of i86i, and

we must now take it with our own hands alone. Under our

management the enormous agricultural and mineral resources

will soon be so developed as to pay off the debt, besides paying

the expenses of government, and when we have got satisfaction,

a plebiscite of owners of property in the Clerical south will secure

our management in perpetuity. In like manner we may deal, if

we choose, with Honduras, Costa Rica, Venezuela, and especially

Hayti and Uruguay. These so-called states are mere territorial

conspiracies of swindlers and banditti, which have none at all of

the moral attribr' of governments. We will incur no odium

with well-inforniL crsons by displacing such organized brigan-

dage. And on the other hand we will get enough of solid pud-

ding to comfort us under the empty blame of empty-headed sen-

timentais. We could not be quiet in Santo Domingo, if the rascally

Haytians should retain their independence ; while Venezuela and

Uruguay will be splendid stock-farms for the British army and

navy, nearer and cheaper than Australia.

The present moment is, indeed a galaxy of golden opportuni-

ties for extending the area of internal good government and

international peace. The half-civilized states (so-called) have not

yet got a thoroughly recognized ' political standing. With
Mexico, the largest of all, except Turkey, no Government but

that of the United States has any diplomatic relations. Doubt-

less much jealousy will be felt, and openly or covertly expressed

in Europe and America. Let them be jealous ! Though there

may be much barking, no biting will ever be attempted. If the

British bull-dog shows his teeth with significant decision, the

growling curs will be glad enough to let him take most of what

he wants, and to profess themselves satisfied with the very

smallest scraps. What would be the result of a war, a naval


