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ing pofleflions of the French in North America; we next fee an

cdidt make its appearance, which confines the liberty ncceflary for

carrying on commerce within the narroweft bounds, and forbids

the French to have any connexion with their owi? nation ; prohi-

bitions and conrtraint prevail every where ; the merchants of Loiii-

fiana every where meet with obftacles to furmount, difficulties to

overcome, and (if it be allowable to make ufe of fuch an exprefllon)

enemies of their country to combat. In Europe there fomctimes

pafles fix months, before a perfon who fits out a veflll knows

whether he rtiall obtain a palfport ; we have no better fuccefs at

St. Domingo when expeditions to that river are in qucflion : Prince

Monbazon, general of the ifland, begins to refufe them. In Loui-

fiana, in the very center of the colony, where a perfon of the meaneft

genius fees at the very firfl glance how much it flands in need of

encouragement and patronage, we do not meet with more favour.

The government almofl a twelvemonth ago forbid the importation

of negroes, upon pretext that the competition would have hurt a

merchant belonging to the Englifli colonies, who was to furnilh

them. IJovv terrible and how deftrudlive a bargain is this I It i:

depriving the colony of the food befl: adapted to its nourifliment ;

it is cutting up by the roots a branch of commerce, which is of

more confcquence to Looifiana than all the reft: put together : to

promote fyflems of this fort is defiring to convert into a vaft forell

eftabliflmients which have coft infinite pains and trouble. Tlic

vigilance of the court will eafily difcover the caufe of thefe contra-

rieties ; the efforts of its zeal will deftroy it ; and its affedion for

the colony will fiive it from deflrudion. Conflraint keeps the af-

fairs of the province in a ftate of languor and weaknefs ; liberty, on

the contrary animates all things : nobody is at prefent ignorant

that tlio granting of exclufive privileges may bejuftly confidered as

a fort of devouring fire, which imperceptibly undermines and con-

fumes the people, drains the currency, and cruflies agriculture and

,,ommerce j an opprelTive method, which, for the honour of hu-

manity, has been long fince baniflicd from the French colonies.
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