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prejudice of Europe : bccaufe it is a weakeiling oF

the rivals of France -, and keeping thofe powers at

variance, from whom France can have nothing to

fear, but in their union. • ';
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Ever fince the times immediately preceding

the treaty of Weftphalia, it has been the con-

ftant aim of the French governmeni to cfta-

blilh ^n equality of power and independence

among a number of princes in Germany, and

to keep them as much as pofTible divided from

each other, both in intereft and in religion. The

crown of Sweden, and the Proteftant States of

the Empire, had for many years preceding thac

treaty, been indangered by the power of the Houfe

of Auftria ; and therefore, when Guftavus Adol-

phus declared war againft it, France, to fervc its

own purpofes, willingly entered into alliances with

him, and his fucceeding generals, through the

whole courfe of the war : and the Cardinals Rich-

lieu and Mazarine, while they were perfecuting ic

in France, became the Defenders of the Proteftant

Faiih in Germany. This independency of the fe-

veral German States, which was fo firmly eftablifh-

cd by the treaty of Weftphalia, is what the Ger*

man Princes call the Liberties of Germanyj and the

Syftem of Germany. And the French willingly

guarantied this treaty j knowing, that while they

kept Germany thus divided, they themfelves (hould

be the lefs indangered by it.
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