
M
tuated in their eIe£lions by prejudice and paifion f

I only afk, and leave it with confcience to make the
application and give the anfwer.

In regard to upholding rulers in the abufe of
their power, can we Hand in the prefence of God,
and plead not guilty? Have not our ftate and
federal governments, in this way, refufed to obey
the voice of the Lord ? Have not unjuft and op-
preflive laws been enacted, and fometimes executed
m a cruel and arbitrary manner f Have not the
public treafures been fquandered on objeAs that are

ufelefs, or worfc than ufelefs, to the community ?

Have none of our chiefs in power been patrons of
evil doers, and perfecutors of them who do well ?

Does it uniformly appear, that what was in their

gift has been conferred to promote the public good^

rather than to eftablifh the intereft of a party?
Can it be ihown, that the difaflrous war into which
we are plunged is abfolutely neceiTary ? Is it a war
of fimple fclf defence ? Has every other reafonable

meafure been tried in vain, for the prefervation of
liberty and peace ? In relation to the two great

belligerent powers of Europe, has our Executive

purfued a courfe of Arid neutrality f I only aik,

and leave the queftions to be refolved by fads. I

have always difcarded the idea of making the pulpit

a place for mere political difcuilion.

In regard to the corruption of principles and
manners prevailing among the people, the profped
before us is truly alarming. The flood of Keen*

tioufnefs, which has deluged Europe, and brought
down the judgments of Heaven upon thofe wicked
nations, has fpread into our land, and makes a

threatening progrefs. Impiety and crime of every
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