
MOROCCO OR MAROCCO.

ki« nrmy forward, and flght the wngoinanr battle of

Ouad-el-Raa (popularly Qualdraa), fo called from the

name of the river and valley near and in which the

greater part of the conflict took place. Since the battle,

we have been told by the Moors themielvea that the

Spaniards had foreatalled them but by one day, and
that it was their intention to have attitckeil thoni un
the 24th. Every means had been employed to stimiilale

the warlike ardour and fanaticism of the Moon<, and
oaths had been administered to them to fight to the

death, fiy not a few of thom this vow was faithfully

obaerved ; 1 mentioned at the time instiinces of deH-

peration and self sacrifice siniilnr to those occiisionnlly

witnessed during the late mutiny in India or aiiiung

Schamyl's Murides in the Circassian war, when ii few

men rushed upon everpowering odds, careleiw of death

o long as they inflicted it. All agree thiit the Moors
never fought so well as thuy did ujion thai day, and
more than one superior officer has since cimfeHsed to

me that there were m'-ments when lie thought the

battle limt Considerable Itodies of Spanish troops

were re|)eatedly driven back ; the Moors seem to have,

in a great nieaai.re, overcome their old fear of the

artillery, and braved its fire at a very short distance

from the innzzlfi.' 'tf the gtins. The S|iiuiish Iosm wax

heavier than in fcny other action of the war, mid the

quantity of ammunition fired awiiy wun so large that

it was necessary to halt the next day while fresh su|>-

plies were sent for. It is the misfortune of the Moors
that, after u defeat, their ill-orgsni-sed foit-vs cannot l>e

kept to<;ether, or even rallied within any modenite time.

Thoy sciittur over the country ; and the trilics esijccially

—who form no |iart of what nre called the regular

forces, but are a tiort of levy »n masH for the emer-

gency—are apt to i|ait the army altogether and return

to their own districts. They de]>art, considering tliat

they have doiie.all that can be ex|H!cted of them, and

that Allah is angry with their lord the eiiip'.'r'ir.

Thus did they disiierse after the bittle of the Ith of

February, and again after that of Gualdras In the

latter fight they were very numerous, and, altliongh

their loas may have heou heavy, could the Hiirvivurs

have been ki-pt together and have lieen induced to tight

another battle or two as stoutly as on the 23rd, the

S|iauairds would have been ultimately defeated. But,

aa the Moors theniHelves would doulitU'Ss Kay, it was
otherwise written in the b<M)k of fate, and the pre-

liminaries of |ieace were signed, u|ion terms extremely

advantageous to S|iain, within forty-eight hours alter

the close of the battle.

There can l>c no doubt that the cHin|Mign in Morocco
has done credit to the Spanish army, and has deservedly

raised its reputation, although it has not placed it on
that pinnacle of siii|)eriorily assigned to it by the ill-

judging seal and patriotic enthubiuani of certain Siianish

writers. In Spain the events of the war have been

generally exaggerated ; and a prominent cause of the

coldness with which the news of a most favourable

treaty of peace has been received, is to be found in the

tone adoptctl by the Spanish press, and in the flattery

it ha* lavished u|)on the nation and the army. After

largely oontribntiiig to force the Government into war,

it did it* bust, when the proper time for making |K!ace

arrived, to prevent the contest being brought to an
hoDoarable and advantageous closa It had so vaimted

the prowMt of the army, so unduly exalted tht expeo-

tatioQ* of the people, that there was no account made
by tht moltitude of the difficitltiea and danger* in-
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separable from a continnation of the struggle. In the

popular idea, the Spanish soldier had but to show

himself to vanquish, and there was no reason why
peace should not lie signed at Fes instead of at Tetuan.

The army, on the other hand, conscious of the suffer-

ings and sacrifices by which its successes had been won,

judging of future difficulties by those it had surmounted,
appreciating at his just value a brave and warlike^

although uiunilitary foe, and also, as I believe, form-

ing a more modest estimate of its own prowess and
rlficiency than that which had been proclaimed by the

S|uiiiish journalists, thought that the lime had come
for peace, and rightly judged that Spain would gain

nothing by prolonging war. The day before I left

Africa news had reached the camp that the treaty had

given but little satisfaction in Spain, and I heard

among the officers more than one expression of disgust

at the intelligence. My inquiries here, however, and
information on which I can rely from Madrid and
other large towns, induce me to lielieve that the sen-

sible {uirt of the nation, the intelligent, the industrious

—all, in short, who have soiuetliing to lose, and taxes

to pay, and who are not interested in stiniuluting

dlHContent with tlie present Government—are well

(iloawnl that the war is over, consider the cou(li\ ions of

)ieace highly favourable, and desire only that thitymay

be faithfully executed.

As a result of the Spanish camp.^ign it soon became
quite clear that it was a great mistake. 'Ihe minister,

Herrjrii, and his frieiid.s, entertained dreania and pro-

jects which they were utterly incnpalile of realising.

What France hiis done in Algeria they seem to have

a.spired to do in Morocco—a country of twice or thrice

the |>opulation of that which Frun.'se has conquered in

Ali'ica, at an immense ex()ense of men and money, and
after thirty years of obstinate struggle. They thought

that extensive possessions in Africa, and the protracted

luititilities entailed by their conquest and retention,

would form a good school for the Spanish army. In

faet, they were bent upon a parody of Fraace. They
lost sight of a few im[)ortaiit diflerencea Thjy forgot

that, while Fmnce hasn |K)pulation of 36,000,000, SjMiiu

has hut 1.5.000,(100 or 16,000,000 ; that France can

keep Algeria in order with a tenth part of her enormous
standing army, while Spain, although she may be, aa

she now hoasUs, able on an emergency to send into the

field upwards of 200,000 efficient trmips, has no need

to maintain one-half of that force, and would bo drain-

ing her exchequer and plunging into tiiiancial embar-

rassments by doing nmre, and by protracting a war of

compiest in Morocco. I have heard it urged in con-

versation, by persuiLs from whom sounder views might

have been ex|iccted, that extensive (rassessions in

Africa would be advantageous to Spain, as an outlet

for the considerable number of emigrants that now
annually resort to Moutevidoo and other distant places,

aa well as to .Algeria. Now, there can be no reason

for eraignition from a thinly peopled and naturally

rich country like S{>ain, excejit that of misgovem-
ment Spaniards in general are much attacked to

their native land, and when they abandon it to sMk a

precarious existence in unknown and distant regions,

we may be sure that it u misery and want of emfrfoy-

ment that drive them forth. If S|tain wishes to retain

her cliildren at home, where there is ample room and
much need for all ofthem,she will -uiploy her increasing

resources, not in Quixotic wars, but iu domestia im-

provement. Wlutt gi««t good might bava been don«^


