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"7, There is no doubt that the Holland West India Com-
pany will seek to appropriate to themselves the place afore-

said, and the large tract of land upon which the English have

settled, and the whole of the abcjve-named east side of the

Great South River, and that so much the rather as their fort

or fortification of Nassau, which they have manned wiih about

twenty (20) men, is not very far therefrom, upon the same
eastern side of the river

;
just as they also make pretensions to

the whole western side of the aforesaid South River, and, con-

sequently, to all that of which our subjects aforesaid have

taken possession, which they have seized, relying upon their

Fort Nassau, whereby they would take possession of the whole
South River, and of the whole country situated upon both sides

of the same river. It is for this that they have protested

against the beginning which her before-mentioned INIajesty's

subjects have made in settling and building ; and, so far as

they could, have always opposed and sought to pre\ent our

people from going up the South River and past their P'ort

Nassau. Therefore shall the Governor take measures for meet-

ing the agents and participants of said Holland West India

Company in a proper manner ; and with mildness, but firmly,

remonstrate, and make known to them the upright intentions

of Her Royal Majesty and her subjects in the premises, that

nothing has herein been sought, or is now sought, other than a

free opening for commerce; that Her Royal Majesty's subjects

have, in a just and regular manner, purchased of the proper

owners and possessors of the country that district of which
they have taken possession, and which they have begun to cul-

tivate ; and that they cannot, therefore, without injustice, op-

pose Her Royal Majesty or her subjects, or seek to disturb

them in their possessions without doing them great injury.

But should the same Holland Company, contrary to all better

hopes, allow themselves to undertake any hostility, or make
any attack, then, in such case, it will only be proper to be pre-

pared with the best means that circumstances will allow, and
so seek to repel force by force ; therefore, as this, like every-

thing else, is best judged of and decided on the ground, so

also does Her Royal Majesty place it in the Governor's discre-

tion to meet such vexations, in the first instance, with kind

admonitions, but, if these are not effective, then with severity,

according to the best of his understanding, so as to arrange

everything to the best advantage and honor alike of Her


