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The villagers were people who asked themselves

serious questions and searched their hearts. They

ceased going to monasteries and making pilgrimages

and kissing relics, and instead gathered together and

read the Gospel.

Many were arrested for going to illegal meetings.

Those who were sent to prison or to Siberia went

gladly, as on the Lord's business, to be missionaries

to those who sat in darkness.

But there was so much persecution that a great

number of the villagers thought of following the

example of the Jews and emigrating to America.

It was in 1894 that they resolved to go ; but at that

time a large party of Stundists, who had gone out to

Virginia the year before, came back with tidings of

bad life and poor wages, and damped the enthusiasm.

Ten families, however, were tempted by what the

Stundists said, and they took tickets to go to the

very district of Virginia that the Stundists had

abandoned.

On their way out they fell in with a party of

German colonists going back, after a holiday, to

North Dakota. Such tales they told that five of

the families changed their minds and determined

to throw in their lot with the Germans.

The five families received land free, homesteads,

they were given credit to purchase horses and cattle

and carts and agricultural implements, and they

liked the new country and wrote glowingly to the

others in Virginia and in the two villages of Kiefsky


