
INTRODUCTION
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We have been told, and rightly, many

times within the last few weeks that the

present war is unique, not merely on

account of the vastness of the contending

armies, but also on account of the power

of the weapons employed. In fact, the

war has very properly been described as-

an engineer's war, and such, indeed, it is,,

as the engineer is wholly responsible for

the tremendous development in every war-

like instrument which has taken place

since 1870. He is responsible, too, not

merely for the development, but for the

invention of wholly new methods of offence

and defence. But his influence does not

end here, and it is not merely in the firing

line that one sees the influence of the

engineer: even as this war is the first


