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In view of this manifest variet\ in the origin and

psycholoq-y of the American individual, we may well

ask ourselves what precisely were the considerations

that solidified popular sentiment in the United

States to such an extent that eventually American

participation in the war becaniC to Americans not

only desirable but imescapable. In answering this

question we shall do well to recognise the distinction

between cause and occasion. A cause, if it remain

active and persistent, must sooner or lai^r bring

about its necessary result, but that result is often

hastened and assisted by the existence of what

may be called quickening occasions. There is no

doubt in the writer's mind that the United States

of America entered the world war primarily on

account of her devotion to the cause of human free-

dom, and that, should the war last long enough,

America was predestined tf) enter it from the first.

True, a recent American writer insists that "passive

inspiration is her role, as it is conceived by her
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