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~4 j(1) where constitutional questions are in controversy, (2) where
there is an important point of law involved and the amnount in

Scontroveray is large. The Privy Council, in deference to the
wishes of our government, have laid down the ride in criminal

r-,. icases that they will not interfere to grant special leave unless the
clearest injustice has been done. Two cases of recent years ex-
citedl great interest. In Riel 's case, where, following the North-
West Rebellion, Riel was convicted of high treason, leave te
appeal was refused. In Gaynor and Green 's case, where the
United States were petitioners, leave to appeal was grantcd, and
upon the argument being heat'd an order was made favourable to
the United States government.'

Wliere, hiowuver, the local legisiature does not prohibit the
appeal, the appellant proeceeds to the Privy Council as of right,
and no leave is necessary.

The first step in the appeal i.3 the printing of the record,
which con tains the pleadings, the judgments delivered by the
courts below, and such parts of the evidence as may be necessary
for the determination of the inatters in dispute. Each counsel
then prepare~s his case, which should contain a short statement
of the facts relied on by coungel in support of bis contentions,

Il C.,and a memorandum of tlie points te be argued. It is nlot oustom-
arýy to cite authorities in the case. Indeed, it iFi not considered to
be in good faste, as owing to the great learning and vaat experi.
ence of the mnenbers of the Board, they are usually familiar with
sueh as have à bearing on the matters in question. The Privy

'45'ý Concil does not sit as a court, but as a coinmittÀ,e, and the argu-
nient takes plare in a charnber in the Colonial Office in Downing

'4' r 2: treet. Only the other day Viscount Wolverhampton,,a solicitor
%who for many years was head of the Ineorporated Law Soeiety,

ù and who bas been elevated to the peerage and mnade a meniber of
the comînitfee. sat along with the law Lords. Hle would nlot have
been entitled to appear as an advocate or to don the wig and
gown in any court in the United Ringdom, and yet ho was sitting
as a judge in this cominiftee. 1 fancy if was the only occasion
when sucba a thing has happencd. 0f course, many of the solici.


