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Tug Minister of 'ublic Works visited on
Monday last ditferent localitivs in St Cathavines
laying claim to attention as available sites for
A new post office and Government buildings,
and gathered information as to the need of
further Wellund Canual extension and improve-
ment.  Mr. Langevin stated his conviction ot
the importunce of the requircments brought to
his notice, and promised to give all the matters
under advisement full consideration nt au early
dute in counference with Lis collengues iu the
ninistry,

Tur potato bug appears to be quite partinl in
his attentions in the western connties of New
Brunswick, some lields being almost {ree from
the pest and others swept almost clean of
potato vines. - "This has its parallel to some ex-
tent in sections ot Ontario, some plants being
nlmoust totally destroyed, while vines in the im-
mediate neighborhivod are quite untouched.
Would it not be advisable to nscertain whether
there may not be some uvertible cnuse for this
choice on the purt of the crenture ?

A BUFFaLro concern iz manufrcturing crystal-
lized 'sugnr from corn very extensively, and is
said to be muking enormous profits. Their
product brings within a fractiou of the price of
common sugar, while ita cost is relatively very
low. The secret of the crystallization of
glucose, which has long Leen sought after by
the mannfacturers of that article, is for the
yresent securely held by tiis Bufifalo Company.
The extension of this industry it would appear
is practically unlimited.

TueERE is considerable excitement over the
recent discovery of oil at Lake Ainslie, C.B.
and several sets of boring apparatus are already
on the ground with more on the way. A
number of - American speculators are in that
section, and_have mapped out lurge parcels of
land for buring purposes. That there is oil is
admitted, the quantity only being in doubt.
The quality is reported to be superior to any
other yicld in Canada.

Tue Canadae Cotton Company has achieved
much suceess within the past twelvemonth, but
wug not in gnite such bad straits a year ago as
our reference to its affnirs made appear. The
Comypany never defuuited uron the interest
upon its bonds, but wus in difliculty as to the
redemption of the principal, and had to defer
payment thereof. The recent dividend orf 4
per cent. indicates o great wdvance from this
swte of affuirs.

Parturiunl montes, et naseetir ridiculus mus.
On Saturday night last, we read in an exchange,
burglars entered several stores on Dundas street,
London, Ont., including I_{ings'mill’_s, dry goods ;
Powell & Co.'s, dry gowi<; N. Wilson & Co.'s,
dry gouds; Wright & Cos, hardwave; R, 8.

M 3 oy : ! T -t
Murray & Co’s, dry goods, aml W. Westinke's,
dry goods, stealing goods, the value of which,
so far as ascertained; wiil not exceed—twenty-
five dollars.

Normxae more has wanspirad in reference to
the discovery of coal at Dunwich, beyond the
putting forth of some untavorable press opinious
and a spirited answer trom one of the prospec-
tors, who defies all -geological skepticisin and
opposition, maintaining that there is coul in
Dunwich, whoever may think to the contrary.
Guologists, it is said, pronounce the specimens
of coal exhibited good, but are not prepured to
believe that they were uuearthed in Dunwich,

AN order bas been obtained to prevent Mr,
J. M. M. Duff, trustee of the estate of Hendry &
Cowan frowmn proeeeding under the deed of trans-

fer made by them on bebalf of the majority of
their creditors. It is claimed that since the
abolition of the Insolvent Act, the only legal
means of winding up un estate is through the
Prothonotary oftice, that no deed of assignment
in trust can be exccuted under our Inws, and
no discharge can be granted thereunder. The
order siays all proceedings in the meantime.

Tue Western Counties Railway, contrary to
expectutions, is said to bo paying
expenses

rnning

Tur Quebee Bank will not accept deposits at
more than 3 per cent. after 1st ult.

FIRE RECORD.
ONTARIO.

Puronto, July 23.—Priddle’s cabinet fuctory
with contents destroyed,  Loss heavy ; insured
for $1,200. Furis, 24.—Knitting mills owned
by Messrs. Clay & McUosh totally consumed.
Loss about $58,000; the following is a list of
the insurance :—Western, $4,000; Mereantile,
$2,000; Waterloo Mutual, $2,000;  British
Aamericn, about $9,000; Lancashire, $3,000;
Scottish Commercinl, 35,000 ; other companies
$3,000. Morpeth, 23.—Residence of A. Cole
destroyed. Loss about $1,500; iusured for
S600.  Brussels, 24.~The Brussels Cheese
Factory destroyed together with conteuts,
including £1,000 worth of cheese, §1,000 worth
of houseiold goods owned by A. E. Wallace,
and house furnishings of J. H. Murdaugh.
Loss on building about $3,000; insured for
$1,500 in the Westeru, Cheese insured for
51,000 in the Commercinl Union. furds, 26—
Mrs. Palmer's burn totally destroyed with its
contents, consisting ot bay, agricultural imple-
meuts aud the produce of 31 acres wheat,
Curad-e, 26.—Barn of L. Clarke with contents,
hay, wheat and farming implements, destroyed.
Loss about $1,200 ; fully insured. Zoronto, 28,—
Small fire in the premises occupied by C.
Barrutte & Co., munufacturers’ agents, stock of
Peurce & Co., druggists, on the lower flat
damaged by water ; Joss not yet estimated.

QUEBEC.

Lackine, July 26—~Dawes & Co.s stables
destroyed, together with a span of borses und a
quantity of huy.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Grand Falls, July 23.—Steam shingle mill
owned by Fuwls destroyed.  Loss heavy; no
insurance.

Shnaurial aud Ssmmerrial.

GENERAL MARKETS.
Tnunspay, July 29th, 1880,
Freights remain steady to firm, and the ship-
ping business continues active, with the promise
of extraordinary pressure Inter on in the season.
Grain i3 coming forward freely, and with in-
creased fucilities at this port, undoubtedly a fur
Invger percentage of the crop might be handl d
here. Generu] busiuess is good, nud the feeling

- of confidence in the future seems to guin strength

avery week. A cheerful and hopetul tone per-
vades the whole comnunity, while complaints
of inactivity are rare indeed. The dry goods
trade is flourishing perlaps as never before,
This is due partly to increased business of the
country, nnd partly without doubt to decrensed
comypetition, the sifling process of bankraptey
having cleared the field within the past year of
a good deal of mercantile unfitness which only
served to clog the wheels of prosperity all
round. The boot and shoe trade would hail a
similar process in its line with much satisfac-
tion, but complaing that the late widespread

insolvency has not been attended with any
proportionate reduction of competition. These
complaints are natural, and they derive specinl
force from every new insolvency which comes
to light, The hardware trade in manufactured
‘goods is seasonably quiet ; the tone of the mar-
ket for heavy ware is healthy and firm, Leather
is not innctive. Eunglish demand for bufl has
helped to strengthen that article considerably,
Provisions are active; pork is firm at higher

prices ; butter. well maintuined at close to top

figures ; cheese very firm. Poreign wool is
improving in tone, nud domestic tleece is un-
chunged.  Rather wmore inguiry . for money is
reported at unchanged rates, nnd the supply
continues supernbundant. Sterling Exchauge
is quoted 8% to 8§ for u0-day bankers bills ac-
cording to chapcter of demand, and about T3
for documentary. Exchange on New York is
commonly done at par.  Sterling Exchange in
that city is $4.83 for bankers and $4.80 to
$4.804 for Commercial 60-day hills. A quieter
tone has ruled on the Stock Exchange, and
moderate reactions from extreme figures e
recorded in the more active shares. The fol-
lowing iz a summary of the business done since
fust report: 146 Bank of Montreal at 1404 Lo
140 to 1404 ; G Merchanis' at 08} 10 99 to 983 ;
307 Comrerce at 122 to 121; 287 Ontario at
834 to 813 tu 824 : 126 People’s at 774 10 77 to
774 50 Jucgues Cartier at 75 ; 1205 Montreal
Telegraph at 1104 to 1084 10 110 10 108%; 55
Richelien Navigation at 42 1o 424; 75 City Gas
at 1201 1o 1294 to 1285 50 Caunadu Cotton Go.
at 90 ; 45 Monureal Lonn anmd Mortgage Co. at
96 ; 170 City Passenger Railway at 106 10 1054 ;
410 Dominion Telegraph at 65 to 663, and 100
Graphic #nd Preferred at 17 to 174, To-day
the market is moderately active and strong. A
general advance has taken place some bank
stocks renching the bighest prices yet touched
during the rise. . Recorded salesure as follows :
194 Montreal at 1044 to 1424; 150 Owntario at
844 to 84; 31 Peoples at 774; 90 Merchants at
99 to 99%; 39 Commerce at 122 to 1213; 131
Montrenl Telegraph at 1084 to 109} ; 140 City
Passenger Ruilway a1 1054 10 106; ') City Gas
at 1294 25 Canada Cotton Co,, ex divd. at 85.

Aapes.—Receipts the past week have been
light. First Potg have sold at $4.45 to $4.55,and
are now preity steady at $4.50 o $4.55, with
only one buyer at over $4.50. Secounds, $3.50.
Thirds, $3.00, scarce. Learls havesold at $5.25
for first sort, aud $4.25 to $4.50 for second ; the
trade in England is reported 1o be of a purely
retail chapacter. Receipts since 1st January,
5,754 brls Pots, 916 brls Pearls. Deliveries,
5,599 brls Pots, 569 brls Pearls. Stock instore
at $ix o'clock on Wednesday evening, 617 brls
Pots, 451 brls Pearls.

Boots asp Suors.—Business continues nctiver
and manufacturers find themselves overpressed
with work. The fuilure of Fortin, Contant &
Co., of Quebee, excites agood deal of comment,
and gives oteasion for more open expressions
than usua) of dissatisfuction with the way the
boot and shoe, or rather the leatber trade is now
conducted. This column has again and ngrin
recorded the earnest protest of the solid houses
of the trade sgninst the low prices that were
making, and it has beer pointed out that it
houses with the best facilities, for buying and
mannfacturing by reason of - their capital,
could not figure out a prolit, some of their com-
petitors must be doing business at a loss. It
is now c¢laimed that recent failures demonstrate
the corvectness of this theory. There is no
denying the monstrous disadvantage under
which solvent houses labor when their compe-
Litors, notoriously with little or no eapital, nre
enabled to buy their stock at 50 cents on the
dollar, and it is not surprising that grumbling of
the loudest kind is heard when failures make it
apparent that this is the kind of competition
that bas to be encountered. The same un-
healthy state of affairs is said to exist to-day,



