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whilst this quite justifies your resolution, it can­
not diminish our regret.

The many and great services you have rendered 
your country during your political life will keep 
your memory green in the hearts of generations as 
yet unborn, and will be a more fitting and endur­
able monument than one of bronze or stone.

It is pleasant to be able to bear testimony not 
only on my own part, but also on that of my pre­
decessors, to the confidence reposed in your fair- 
mindedness and your desire of dealing justly by 
all classes and creeds. You began your political 
career, I rejoice to know, as the champion of equal 
rights for Catholics ; you persevered consistently 
in that cause ; you lost power because of that 
consistency ; but defeat with honour unstained is 
more glorious than victory purchased by the sacri­
fice of principle. What many will say after your 
death, I wish to say while you are alive.

With sincerest best wishes for the health and 
happiness of Lady Tupper and yourself,

I remain, dear Sir Charles,
Yours very truly,

F. C. O’Brien, 
Archbishop of Halifax.

Previous to 1864 the confederation of the 
British North Americas had been discussed in 
legislative assemblies, in lectures and newspapers, 
only, however, in a theoretic and academic manner. 
As far back as 1838 it was the subject of a confer­
ence between representatives of the various pro­
vinces and Lord Durham, the Governor-General, 
at Quebec.


