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WHILE engaged in writing an account

of the grand enterprise of Astoria,

it was my practice to seek all kinds

of oral information connected with thp supject.

Nowhere did I pick up more interestnig par-

ticulars than at the table of Mr. John Jacob

Astor ; who, being the patriarch of the Fur

Trade in the United States, was accustomed

to have at his board various persons of adven-

turous turn, some of whom had been engaged

in his own great undertaking ; others, on their

own account, had made expeditions to the

Rocky Mountains and the waters of the Co-

lumbia.

Among these personages, one who pecu-

liarly took my fancy, was Captain Bonneville,
of the United States army ; who, in a rambling

kind of enterprise, had strangely ingrafted the

trapper and hunter upon the soldier. As his

expeditions and adventures will form the lead-
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