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In search of such an infant, Vortigcrn sent his messengers all

over the kingdom, and they i)y accident discovered Merlin,

whose Hneage seemed to point him out as the individual wanted.

They took him to the king ; l)ut Merlin, yoimg as he was, ex-

[)lained to the king the absurdity of attempting to rescue the

fabric by such means, for he told him the true cause of the in-

stability of the tower was its being placed over the den of two

immense dragons, whose cor.,!)ats shook the earth above them.

The king ordered his workmen to dig beneath the tower, and

when they had done so they dis( ovcred two enormous serpents,

the one white as milk, the other red as fire. The multitude

looked on with amazement till the serpents, slowly rising from

their den, and expanding their enormous folds, began the com-

bat, when every one fled in terror except Merlin, who stood by

clapping his hands and cheering on the conflict. The red

dragon was slain, and the white one, gilding through a cleft in

the rock, disappeared.

These animals typified, as Merlin afterwards explained, the in-

vasion of Uther and Pendragon, the rightful princes, who soon

after landed with a great army. Vortigern was defeated, and

afterwards burned alive in the castle he had taken such pains to

construct. On the death of Vortigern, Pendragon ascended the

throne. Merlin became his chief adviser, and often assisted the

king by his magical arts :

" Merlin, who knew the range of all their arts,

Had built the King his havens, ships and halls."—ViVlAN.

Among other endowments, he had the power of transforming

himself into any shape he pleased. At one time he appeared as

a dwarf, at others as a damsel, a page, or even a greyhound or a

stag. This faculty he often employed for the service of the

king, and sometimes also for the diversion of the court and the

sovereign.

He continued to be a favorite counsellor through the reigns

of Pendrag( i, Uther and Arthur, and at last disappeared from

view, and ' as no more found among men, through the treach-

ery of his mistress, Vivian, the Fairy, which happened in this

wise.


