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inoniory of tho event; and its only annalists, men

who held the intestine feuds of the savage tribes in

no more acconnt than the quarrels of panthers or

wildcats, have left but a meagre record. Yet enough

remains to tell us that over the grave of Pontiac more

blood was poured out in atonement, than flowed from

tho veinM of the slaughtered heroes on the corpse of

Patroclus ; and the remnant of the Illinois who sur-

vived the carnage remained forever after sunk in

utter insignificance.^

1 " This murder, wliich roused the vengeance of all the Indian

tribes friendly to I'ontiac, hroufjht about tho successive wars, and

almost total extermination, of the Illinois nation."— Nicollet, 82.

" The Kaskaskias, Peorias, Cahokias, and Illonesc are nearly all

destroyed by the Sacs and Foxes, for killing in cool blood, and in

time of peace, the Sac's chief, Pontiac."— Mass. Hist. Coll., Second

iSeries, ii. 8.

The above extract exhibiis the usual confusion of Indian names,

the Kaskaskias, Peorias, and Cahokias being component tribes of

the Illonesc or Illinois nation. Pontiac is called a chief of the Sacs.

This, with similar mistakes, may easily have arisen from the fact

that he was accustomed to assume authority over the warriors of

any tribe with whom ho chanced to be in contact.

Morse says, in his lieport, 1822 :
" In the war kindled against

these tribes, [Peorias, Kaskaskias, and Cahokias,] by the Sauks and

Foxes, in revenge for tho death of their chief, Pontiac, these 8

tribes were nearly exterminated. Few of them now remain. About
one hundred of the Peorias are settled on Current River, W. of

tho Mississippi ; of the Kaskaskias 36 only remain in Illinois."—
Morse, 363.

General Gage, in his letter to Sir William Johnson, dated July 10,

176-, says :
" The death of Pontiac, committed by an Indian of the

Illinois, believed to have been excited by the English to that action,

had drawn many of the Ottawas and other northern nations towards

their country to revenge his death,"

" From Miami, Pontiac went to Fort Chartres on the Illinois.

In a few years, the English, who had possession of the fort, pro-
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