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district with a force of 500 troops and Indians. One part 
of his design was to favour the escape of such loyalists as 
were desirous of reaching Canada. He returned, accom­
panied by 150 men capable of bearing arms. He destroyed 
in the expedition a great quantity of provisions and much 
live stock. The mills he came upon, he burned. A force of 
700 men was hastily gathered to intercept him. Johnson, 
having accomplished his purpose, rapidly retired, followed by 
the congress troops. The last named, hoxyever, only reached 

^ Crown Point, on lake Champlain, the day after Johnson’s 
embarkation for Canada.

The letters from Germain to Haldimand, early in 1781, 
shewed little dread of any such reverse as that which was to 
be experienced by the capitulation of Cornwallis. Troops 
were to be sent to Canada, but no attack on the province 
was to be looked for ; the French and the congress troops' 
had enough to do at the sçuth. The French fleet had sailed 
to the West Indies to deliver the much needed supplies, and 
probably de Grasse would sail for North America ; but it 
was by no means to be looked for that Rodney and Arbuth- 
not would allow him to act against the king’s possessions 
on the continent. In spite of the urgent representations 
made by Haldimand of the insufficiency of the means at his 
command to repel any well organized attack, Germain com­
placently pointed out that the defensible condition of the 
province, especially at Quebec, left little fear that it would 
be assailed. On the contrary, assistance might be sent by 
Haldimand in any operations against the eastern provinces.

No letter of Germain shews more clearly the fatuous 
character of his mind. The impression is forced upon the 
reader, that the principal design in writing it was with the 
view of its being submitted to the king, and by its hopeful 
expectation to be agreeable to the monarch, for its tone was 
entirely at variance with the information sent by Haldimand 
of the condition of Canada.

The dangers threatening the province were increased by 
the feeling amounting to certainty among a large portion of 

• c


