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2.7 BEATTY OPTIMISTI

"The fact that difficulties are before us is just another
inczntive to overcome them and by our own prude ce and sanitv snd bv
thz suprort of policies which are designed to improve the whole of the
country bring about the object which we seek to achieve. In the worde

D'Arcy McGee, a man of great eloguence and of almost
uncanny vision, Fach for himself should contribute to the countrv's
prosverity by his oxn irdvidual efforth.

“You mav properly ask what are these difficulties and what

to overcome them. I am not
politics and I are almost
if I know anvthing about po
which was made by the -
party and who said .
: . v replied; "Unfortunately,
ink God.,' B peaking entirely apart from politics,
of which in matters of ¢ is probably one of our great
. S, We are confronted with 2 situation which is partly an
hon able scar and partly a geifei lcted wound., We have obligations
due to our war participation which ¢ ltute the most brilliant page
story of this Country, gationg which must be met and which
cheerrfully met and we have to our
lculations or lack of judgment, and these obligations must
n the nature of things are not sc cheerfully met. All of
of necessity be discharged and none of them should be in-
The policy of the Country would naturally, if business prin-
prevailed, be that the discharge should be rendece
proper and is possible and the reduction in our obligaii

accomplished by our own recognition of the necessitv

penditures and for individual and corporate thrift. You

that these are very easy things to point out as thev are with

€ knowledge of all men end while they are within the knowledge they
net within the appreciation of all men because not all men, even
ousiness men, take a very keen and personal interest in the country's
affairs. They that are there is not a subject of debate but the method
of relieving them ig raturally a subject of some concern and in respeet
of which different opinions may prevail,

"My own conception of the situation can be reduced to very
few words., I beliecve, first, that we need have no appr=hension of the
future of Canada unless we ourselves retard that future by acting on
false economie principles, I do not know of anv country more bountifula
ly endoved by Wature than this Country. I do rot know of any country
whose progress in fifty vears with its ups and downs has been more
steady or on a sounder “cundation. On the other hand, a sericus if
cool and confident consideration of its commecial and economic problems
is Just now necessary in Canada,

Let me illustrate. In 1867, at the time of Confederation,
the population of Canada mas somewhat in excess of three miliiong.
Today it is slightly in excess of nins millions. In a span of fifty-
eight years it has almost tripled. That is uot very much bat out of
those fifty-eight vears you must tske five years of the war and at
lsast five years constituting thecafter-math of the war when no devel-
opment of a permanent character was possible even from the standpoint
of industry or of population. This reduces the span to forty-ei;ht
vears and in forty-eight yers, notwithstanding the withdrawals from
the Country due to abnormal conditions, our population aimos tripled.,

- _In 1910 the value of our agricuitural products was BERN
945,000; in 1924, $1,444,574,000; of our manufactured products 1910,
%1,165,975,6%9; in 192%, $2,696,210,000, and of our forestry products,
in 1911, %170,000,000; in 1922, $26¢,034,000: or a pereentage increase
of 170.5%, 121.2%, and 50.1% respetively. In 1910 the value of the
countrv's exports was ;2¢8,76%,99%, and in 1¢24, $1,070,611,616. All
indicate progress, both na-iorsl and industrisl,
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(Continued on Next Bulletin)




