
The fact that difficulties are before us is lust another 
incentive to overcome them and by our own prude ce and sanity and bv 
the support of policies which are designed to improve the whole of the 
country bring about the object which we seek to achieve. In the words 
ci the late ^Thomas "D’Arcy McGee, a man of great eloquence and of almost 
uncanny vision, Bach for himself should contribute to the country’s 
prosoeritv by his own inividual effort".

"You may properly ask what are these difficulties and what 
steps should be taken to overcome them. I am not speaking in any 
political sense because politics and I are almost strangers. In fact, 
some time ago I was asked if I know anything about politics and the- 
only reply I could make 
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tribulations, we are confronted with a situation which is oartly an 
honourable scar and partly a self-inflicted wound. Te have obligations 
due to our war participation which constitute the most brilliant page

l*L?iat£ry °f, ?his Country, obligations which must be met and which 
-I.. ., being cheeriully met and we have obligations which are due to our*
hrnn^lSK.tîCïlaïi°ns 0r lack 0f Judgment, and these obligations must

"he nfture of things are not sc cheerfully met. All of 
rr»?QpS % necpssity be discharged and none of them should be in- 
c*--*oq Ipi.-I?'5 15y Country would naturally, if business prm-he î'h,at the discharge should be rendered as easy as
h» arromni rrV.0aSKP°SSlb^e and reduction in our obligations should 
oanditures p*rH recognition of the necessity for curbed ex-
say that the?e ! individual and corporate thrift. You will probably 
the knowledge "of1 easJ things to point out as they are within
are not - i thin thr men ?m *hlle they are within the knowledge they 
business men taï? appreciation of all men because net ail men, even 
affair! Sév th!t\ L eeVnd Perso“!* interest In the country's 
of rell«v1n»'»hn™"- “r=4. ■1,eF? 18 n0T 8 subject of debate but the method 
of îhi h dUfIS ,iS naturally a subject of some concern and In respect 
oi n^ch diiferent opinions may prevail,
f*w "My own conception of the situation can be reduced to very
future n-^Vs believe, first, that we need have no apprehension of the 
iu 01 °anada unless we ourselves retard that future by acting 
It Pri'ncipies » 1 do not know of any country more bountiful-
ly endowed by >!atur< than this Country. I do rot know of any country 
w .ose progress in fifty years with its ups and downs has been more 
steady or on a sounder foundation. On the other hand, a serious if 
cool and confident consideration of its commercial and economic problems 
is just now necessary in Canada.

Let me illustrate.

on

In 1867, at the time of Confederation, 
tne population of Canada was somewhat in excess of three millions.
Today it is slightly in excess of nine millions. In a span of fifty- 
tiight Years it hag almost tripled. That is not very much but out of 

by-eight years you must take five years of the war and at 
leas,, live years constituting ther.after-math of the war when no devel- 
opment oi a permanent character was possible even from the standpoint 
o- industry or of population. This reduces the span to forty-eight 
years and in forty-eight yars, notwithstanding the withdrawals from 
the Country due to abnormal conditions, our population almofc tripled.

In 1910 the value of our agricultural products was $557-, 
$1,444,574,000; of our manufactured products 1910,

* -toil in ,096,210,000, and of our forestry products,
in 1911, 170,000,000 ; in 1933, $366,054,000; or a percentage increase
oi 170.5%, 151,2%, and 50.1% rëspefively. In 1910 the value of the 
country’s exports was $398,765,995, and in 1924, $1,070,611,616. A 1 
indicate progress, both national and industrial.
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