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Measures to protect the natural environment and to
enhance the productivity of Canada's renewable resource
industries will be laid before you. In addition to amend-
ments to the Fisheries Development Act, you will be
asked to consider an Environmental Contaminants Act
and a Canada Wildlife Act.

To preserve the ecological integrity of Canada's coastal
and maritime areas, further preparations will be made for
the Third United Nations Law of the Sea Conference. The
Ministry of State for Science and Technology, in co-opera-
tion with the Department of the Environment and other
interested departments, will recommend a national pro-
gram of research and development in the field of Marine
Science and Technology.

The Government will continue its efforts through
national, bilateral and multilateral measures to overcome
the continuing menace posed by aerial hijacking. In par-
ticular, you will be asked to amend the Aeronautics Act to
provide for strict security measures to be taken at air-
ports, including the search of persons and property.

You will be asked to consider legislation amending the
Immigration Act, to curb abuses including the exploita-
tion of the provisions allowing visitors to apply for immi-
grant status while in Canada. You will also be asked to
amend the Immigration Appeal Board Act to provide for
the rapid and equitable disposition of outstanding immi-
gration appeals and prevent the recurrence of large-scale
appeal backlogs.

The growing complexity of our society calls for increas-
ing co-ordination of federal and provincial government
programs. The Prime Minister will propose a meeting in
the spring with the provincial First Ministers to plan
further steps in the harmonization of goals, policies and
programs for the benefit of all Canadians, particularly in
fields that bear on the responsibilities of both levels of
government.

Federal-provincial meetings at the ministerial level are
also projected on a range of urgent matters, including:

-financial and economic policy

-the Report of the Economic Council of Canada

-health care programs

-post-secondary education

-housing

-restrictions upon foreign ownership of land

-income security

-industrial policy.

The Government will propose to the Governments of
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba
that they join with it in the convening of a conference on
western economic opportunities. Such a conference would
be a unique venture in the history of federal-provincial
relations in Canada. It could be jointly planned, and held
in the West inthe course of the summer. Its purpose would
be to explore potentials for economic and social develop-
ment and, specifically, to consider concrete programs for
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stimulating and broadening the economic and industrial
base of western Canada.

Among such concrete programs, the Government would
propose for discussion the possible establishment of new
regionally-based financial institutions better able to serve
the financing needs of business enterprise and industrial
development in western Canada.

A second suggestion for joint study would be improve-
ment in the total transportation system, so basic to over-
coming the problems of distance: in the region, from other
parts of Canada and from ocean ports. The development
needs of the northern frontier areas in all four Provinces
could also be explored.

The Government recognizes that western Canadians
wish to build industrial strength on top of their region's
great resource and energy base. As the whole economy
continues to grow a greater measure of decentralization
of industrial activity will be necessary to achieve this
desired regional objective.

The Government believes these and other issues would
rank high on an agenda for western development. It
would seek as well views and suggestions with regard to
the continuing mechanisms for federal-provincial consul-
tations on policies for western expansion, within an over-
all framework of national growth.

The Government intends to widen the area of service to
Canada open to personnel in the Canadian Armed Forces.
In addition to maintaining a high degree of military capa-
bility as the primary and most essential role of the Forces,
new emphasis will be placed on the many areas in which
the varied skills and training of this large number of
dedicated Canadians can contribute to the achievement of
national goals.

You will be asked to amend the Public Service Staff
Relations Act and the Public Service Employment Act.

Parliament will be asked to confirm the basic principles
of the Government's program for bilingualism in the
Public Service.

The Government will continue to work in furtherance of
the objectives of the Official Languages Act. Further
assistance will be offered to the Provinces to help ensure
that to the extent possible:

-Canadians can educate their children in the official
language of their choice

-Canadian students can learn, as a second language, the
other official language

-Provincial governments can develop an increased
capacity to serve their citizens in both official lan-
guages, as may be required.

The Government will continue to encourage through its
multicultural policy the development of a society in which
individuals and groups can develop and express their own
cultural identity. An Advisory Council to the Minister of
State responsible for multiculturalism will be established.
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