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in the Senate to explain a government bill
initiated in this bouse.

A careful search of aur records indicates thýat
the number of government bis initiated in
the Senate this session-twenty-four-bas heen
urequalled in any session since at least 1908,
wben the numaber was thirteen; and that until
1947, when the figure rose to fifteen, the num-
ber of government measures initiated bere in
one session bas never exceeded. eight. During
the war years, from 1940 to 1944-45, govern-
ment measures were without exception brought
d<own first in 'the. flouse of Commons, but in
the three years since the end of ýthe war the
number of government measures introduced
in tbe Senate bas steadily increased.

A further indication of the increased, legis-
lative activity of the Senate is to be found
in the numTber of éther hbis bandled. For
instance, this session fourteen private bis
were initiated here. Then, as we ail know,
our Divorce ýCommittee bas been very active:
it brought in favourabie reports on -two
hundred and ninety-five petitions, for each
of which a bill was passed. Besides aiýl this,
the Senate has deait with a hundred-odd
measures that originated in the flouse of
Commons.

I bave drawn attention to these figures
hecause 'I feit that the bouse and the country
as a whole wou'ld bho in'terosted in them. The
Sonate is prepared and indeed eager, as it
will continue to -be in the years to corne, té
participate to the utmost of i-ts ability in the
legisiative business of Canada.

IMMIGRATION
REPORT 0F OOMMITTEE

The Senate proceeded to consideration of
the report of the Standing Committee on
Immigration and Labour on the operation
and administration of tbe Inmigration Act.

Hon. CAIRI1NE R. WILSON moved con-
currence in the report.

She said: H-onourable senators, I bad hoped
that. before I asked for consideration of the
comnittee's recommendations honourable
members would have bad an opportunity of
reading them. However, I trust that the
report will be carefully studied as soon as
possible.

Hon. Mr. HAIG: May 1 suggest that the
honourable senator read the report now? It
is really wortb wbile.

Hon. 'Mrs. WILSON: The report appears
in today's Minutes as wel1 as in Hansard;
but if honourable memibers so desire, I shall
read it.

Hon. Mr. HAIG: Perhaps that will flot be
necessary.

Hon. Mrs. WILSON: It will be noted, from
the report that d.uring the last twelve months
the Imsmigration Branch has greatly expanded
its activities. The govornment bas agreed té
admit 30,000 persons from the displaced per-
sons camps of Europe. This is an ovidence
of a desire to fuilfil our otbligations as a ýmem-
ber of the International Refugee Organization,
and indicates a more generous attitude on 'Uhe
part of our own people. In addition, 25,000
a,pplications of near relatives have been
appro1ved. To date on-ly some 8,000 persons
in this class bave arrived bore, but the others
will lie brought, over as soon as possible. The
Beaverbrae, a converted German prize slip,
is being used for this special work and will
bring to our shores about 770 near relatives
every thirty-seven days.

The committee foît that a careful study of
the deportation regul-ations should be under-
taken by the departmnents concerned. People
who are admitted to Canada after having
successfully passed the bealth tests may
suifer a temjporary nervous or mental dis-
order requiring treatment in a mental ingti-
tution. iAfter being restorod to normal bealili
tbey may be permitted by the minister to
romain in Canada, but they neyer can become
Canadian citizens. This must inevitably bave
an eifect upun their murale, and I fear that
somotimos it causes a recurrence of the ori-
ginal malady.

The committee was very favourably im-
pressod by the presentations from members
and Canadian representatives of various
Chines-e organizations. These peo>ple --&me to
urge that PjC. 2116 bie repealed, so. as to
permit Chinese resident in Canada to iyring
their wives and families here. I tbink the
committee felt that the Act was oontrary
to our bumanitarian and social obligations,
and inconsistent cwith the Prime Minister's
statement in anothor place that there sbould
bce no discrimination against tbe Chinose.

Tbrough the efforts of the honourable sona-
tor from Letbbridge (Hon. Mr. Buchanan) a
brief, prepared by an Estonian on behaîf of
a large number of bis countrymen now in
Sweden, was presented to the committee. It
was read by the honourable senator frora
Churcbill (Hon. Mr. Crerar). It was said that
these people are not under the protection of
the International Refugee Organization, and
althougli at present they are perhaps fairly
comfortable, tbey live in constant fear -of
.being returned to tbeir country of origin. We
are convincod that they would make most


