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jected if a srnaller amount, say $2,000 had
been voted to members of parliament, still
Ibelieve the amount at whicli the sessional

aliowance lias been fixed Is flot too great.
If a gentleman Is sent to parliament wbo

is flot worth $2,500 a year, It Is the fanît of
the constltuency and flot; of the ameunt of
bis allowance and If a gentleman ls cailed
te, be a member of this honourabie House
who 18 flot worth $2,500 a year to the coun-
try, the fault lies in the advlce given to His
Excellency ln maklng the selection and
flot ln the amount of the ailowance. I be-
lieve that the people of the country, when
tUie matter la fairly, clearly and fuiiy laid
before them, will regard It as very -sinaîl
politics te attempt to raise a cry on thîs
subjeet. It la, ln my opinion, unwortby of
the press cf Canada, when some of the
meut influential newspapers appiy the
,word grab te the members of parlament
because they voted a reasonable amount
fcr their own remuneration. Why should
:t be so regarded ? What otlier authority
could vote an increase of pay te the mem-
bers but themseives ? la there any other
power under our cpnstitution by whlch
the services of members cf parliament cau
bic rated except by a vote of their own? I
bad my attention called, when looking Up
some other Information, to a speech made
by Sir Win. Meredith in the Ontario legis-
lature on this very question, in which lie
denounced ln the strongest ternis the appli-
cation of offensive and opprobrieus expres-
sions te mem bers 0f pariament b)ecause
tbey voted te Increase their own salaries.
lu England the principle bias recently been
adopted by the Imperial parliament. The
amount parliament bas nanied lu a sinali
oue, but lt lu the Introduction of the prînci-
pie and ne doubt later er ;t will be carried
further. lu the United States, for many
years, they bave paid five thousand dollars
te Congressmen in addition te which there
bas been a suin of froin twelve te fifteen hua-
dred dollars a year previded for clerical
assistance, and now I see it is proposed
to ralue the salarv te seven theusand five
hundred dollars, leaving the clerîcal assis-
tance te remaîn as before. In tbe Austra-
lii' commonwealth the amount paid te mem-
bers is four bundred pounds or two thou-
sànd dollars, and Australia ls net te be cern-
pared witb Canada either in wealth or in

the importance of the legisiation with which
it bas te deal. In sorne of the provinces of
Australia,-New South Wales and Vic-
toria-they pay £800 as sessional ln-
demnity. There bas been a great
deal made of this question in the country,
but when the electors corne te, discuss it
fairly, ca.lmly and reasonably, there ivill
net bie very serlous fauit found wlth It.

I had intended at some point in this
discussion to interject a few observa-
tions wlth regard te, matters la tlie
speech, and I presume as I am now on tbe
floor of the Hlouse, and have disposed of
the subject whicb was more pnrticularly ln
my mind wlien I arose, I may as well make
the few other observations wbich 1Ilntended
te address te, the Hlouse at a later stage.
The lien, gentleman wbo moved the address
maide a very admirable speech, to whicli I

[had the pleasure of listening very attenti-
vely, as well as to that of rny hon. friend
wvbe seconded it who, I know, always speaks
Judiciously. But the bon..- gentleman who
moved the address started by throwing Into,
the arena as a subject for discussion tbe
Âutonorny Bill and the figlit of last session
ou that mensure. 0f course, lie did net do
It aggresslvely, but lie brouglit the subject
ni). Fer my own part 1 thlnk, that, impor-
tant as that discussion was and great as
wvere the principies invelved, and however
unpleasant the resuit lias been lu a consti-
tutional sense te, many of the people of the
Northwest and how mucli tbe co-religionists
et the minerity la the other provinces of
Canada feel that. they have net obtaiued
,%vliat they were premlsed or what Sir Wllfrid
Laiurier proposed te, give tliem, or pretends
even, yet that lie dld give them,-I feel that
this question mîgit: well lave been allowed
te pass frein public discussion for the pre-
sent.

Some bon. GENTLEMEN-Hear, bear.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-We have se rnnny
questions of great Importance pressing
tbemselves upon us that we cannot afferd
te be going back over the 'work of a pre-
vicus session and brlnging It lato the next.
We must deal with the Issues that are
comning before us each session as we meet
thein. My hon. f riend did not, however, In
[ils observations refer te one point that I
think is of great importance lu connection


