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f:rlr‘ers With a single supplier could go directly from Montreal
c()ng?l,ult, Wwhere I went, and I explained a bit earlier the living
ltions that exist there. So, we would avoid all the go-be-
s, those who make a profit along the way.

* (1830

bﬂflhese People are simply proposing that big carriers be used to
dis&% EVerything to Iqaluit and, from there, the food would be
Uted by small planes to villages of this huge territory.

cg;fthat Proposal has the merit of reducing by about 10 to 20 per
‘HSign-e- Cost of a shopping basket, as I explained. This is not
Woy !icant, And there is also a series of other measures that
¢ I N0t only make this project viable, but also contribute to
Th: "”“_ Teally taking control of their lives in the Great North.
No, pr°Jec_t would create 55 direct and indirect jobs in the Great
ing c")ljal'tlcularly in Iqaluit, which is not insignificant, be.cause
Jobg Ntext where 35 to 40 per cent of our people are without
* 2 Jobs would be very welcomed in the Great North.

alrzhere 18 also the whole issue of the federal government that is
famOUy Paying a Jot. Canada Post—we are talking about the
foog 4..0¢@l transportation—is paying $20 million a year for
thag elsmbuﬁon, while the study that we have here suggests
Only th May be able to do the equivalent for $9.8 million. So, not
limeg :,cost of food products may decrease, but shorter transit
Wstep Culd allow for fresher products, while in the present
Wythin When the food gets there—and I saw it myself— it is
ot accg but fresh and barely acceptable. I think that we would

®Pt that in our shopping centres.

[
fedeg:] "0t want to talk too much about investment, but the
Hoye eg°"emment might be asked to invest in this area.
"lillio,l 3 ‘onsidering we could save between seven and eight
Uteq, ; Ollars annually on the way food products are distrib-
i eseems to me that the initial funding requested is

By
Seng I?urxeitl forget, 1 would like to say that Tikisaivik is 60 per
lfpeaker {0Wn€d. Most of the shareholders are Inuit. Madam
Ut | to(; Certainly do not want to be seen as playing favourites,
la“d Mogt e COMPany as an example because it had the best
e dig effective studies. Five students at the master’s degree
A market survey, and I have it here today.

bie to b_e brief, because I see that my time is running out.
Wap? g thVe 18 lower food prices. I think that is essential. In
o:ll\being € focus of my speech today. It is important for the
dig B.affn IOf the Inuit in the North, whether they are in Quebec,

Uiy, 1oy and or even closer to the Arctic, to have a food
i, 2 Reg, YStem that would not be a drain on the family

fa%ﬂf the Ucing the price of food will enhance the quality of
gy,

MUt in the North, and that is the most important

Private Members’ Business

Another point is improving food quality. Earlier, I talked
about freshness. It will be possible to eat fresh vegetables at
their peak and to improve the way they are handled, as opposed
to what I saw in the shopping centres up there.

Job creation. This is also a very important factor, as I said
before. Fifty—five Inuit jobs could be created.

Variety in the type of foods and creating a local economy. I
think this is where the government could make a contribution so
that the Inuit can escape the cycle of dependency in which they
have been kept for too long. This plan for a modern economy
will ensure that people can work in the food distribution sector
in the North. In fact, this should be done by local people instead
of companies from outside that do not know the local situation
and operate on the premise that they have to give their share-
holders a decent profit.

Local people have a stake in the quality of life of the Inuit, and
I think that is important.

o (1825)

I will conclude with a few words in Inuktitut—I hope I
pronounce them properly— *“nakurmiik toma”’, which means we
look to the future with confidence, and I hope that if the
government takes a good look at how food distribution in the
North can be made more economical, I think we can look
forward to the future and ensure that the Inuit will have the
quality of life they should have had many years ago.

M. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons): Madam Speaker,
I'am pleased to have this opportunity to participate in tonight’s
debate. First of all, I would like to say, however, that I am not an
expert in this area. I have often travelled to northern regions of
our country to do some canoeing which I enjoy. I have often
noted the regular prices of goods in the North. I congratulate the
hon. member for Saint-Jean for his interest in this question and
for moving this motion in the House.

[English]

However I would like to stress that a reliable and affordable
food distribution system is critical to the health and well-being
of tens of thousands of Canadians living in northern isolated
communities. This issue is one that must concern us as a
national legislature in Canada.

Here in the south the issue of food distribution is not as
significant for one or either of governments or residents. Nutri-
tious food is broadly available at supermarkets or corner stores
throughout the areas in southern Canada. Distribution of food



